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Course Goals

Course Description

This introductory course is designed to equip students to think theologically. Students will learn
the sources and methods for doing theology within a broad evangelical perspective and then
reflect on the major themes and concepts in Christian theology. Students will develop an
appreciation for the ongoing significance of theological reflection for the health and impact of
the church and for the Christian’s life, ministry/vocation, and service in the world.

Relationship to Horizon’s Mission

As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare competent Christian leaders, this course will help
students gain a foundational understanding of theology as well as its significance for Christian
life and ministry.

Course Competencies and Learning Outcomes
To demonstrate competency in biblical and theological literacy, students will
1. Evaluate an evangelical approach to engaging in theology.
e Assessment: Approaches to Theology Paper
2. Explain the primary tenets of evangelical theology and their theological basis.
e Assessment: Topics in Theology Papers
3. Analyze a range of historical and contemporary Christian perspectives on the major
categories of systematic theology.
e Assessment: Topics in Theology Papers, Research Paper
4. Identify and further develop their personal theological convictions.
e Assessment: Topics in Theology Papers
5. Construct a sustained and in-depth analysis of a theological topic.
e Assessment: Research Paper


mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewkgabriel.com/welcome
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To demonstrate competency in Spiritual Maturity students will:
6. Discern the value of systematic theology, including the implications it has for
Christian living and the practice of ministry.
e Assessment: Topics in Theology Papers

Course Work

Required Readings

McGrath, Alister E. Christian Theology: An Introduction. 6th edition. Malden, MA:
Blackwell, 2016. (ISBN-13: 9781118869574). **Note 6th edition. [308 pages of
reading]

McKim, Donald K. The Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. 2nd edition. Louisville,
KY: Westminster John Knox, 2014. (ISBN: 978-0664238353)

Olson, Roger E. Reformed and Always Reforming: The Postconservative Approach to
Evangelical Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007. (ISBN: 0801031699 or
ISBN-13: 978-0801031694) [182 pages of reading]

Statements of Faith of the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada; Horizon’s partner denominations:
The Alliance Canada, Church of God, Mennonite Brethren, and Pentecostal Assemblies
of Canada; and your own church or denomination (if not included here).

**While students have the benefit of accessing many of their textbooks online through the
Digital Theological Library, they will not have access to the Digital Theological Library upon
graduation. Therefore, we encourage students to purchase select textbooks to build their personal
library. For your convenience, Horizon has partnered with Kennedy’s Parable to provide
textbooks.

Recommended Resources
You should also have at least one in-depth systematic theology in your personal library. |
recommend those by Bird, Grenz, Macchia, or Migliore (see the bibliography).

Course Assignments and Activities

1. Approaches to Theology Paper — 25%

The purpose of this paper is to get you to think more deeply about how people (including you) do
theology. For this assignment you will read Roger Olson’s, Reformed and Always Reforming,
pages 7-123, 153-208, and 235-237 (Intro + ch 1-3 + 5-6 + Conclusion).! After completing the
reading, write a 1500-1800 word evaluation (about 5-6 pages) of Olson’s proposal. This paper
has three parts: (1) review the book by identifying Olson’s thesis and tracing his argument
through the book (2 pages); (2) critique Olson’s book (about 2 pages) by noting its theological
strengths and weaknesses (not how he presents the material)—you should draw on your reading
from McGrath and class discussions to assist you in your critique; and (3) note how the course
(including Olson) has impacted your understanding of theology and how it should be done (about

L If you view Olson’s book on the Digital Theological Library, it isn't obvious where the page numbers are.
This video shows you where to find them: https://www.loom.com/share/4bf5543d53b94b1b8a2b48d820b557d7.



https://www.google.ca/books/edition/Christian_Theology/vp3LDAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://books.google.ca/books?id=BUaTAwAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Westminster%20Dictionary%20of%20Theological%20Terms&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=8aVj3z21zLUC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Reformed+and+Always+Reforming&hl=en&sa=X&ei=wjEuUvOsB4OMrAGToIDIBA&ved=0CDAQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=8aVj3z21zLUC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Reformed+and+Always+Reforming&hl=en&sa=X&ei=wjEuUvOsB4OMrAGToIDIBA&ved=0CDAQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/About-us/Statement-of-faith
https://thealliancecanada.ca/beliefs/
https://cogwest.ca/about/beliefs/declaration/
https://www.mennonitebrethren.ca/the-mb-confession-of-faith-full-text/
https://paoc.org/docs/default-source/fellowship-services-documents/constitutions/2022/statement-of-essential-truths-2022.pdf
https://paoc.org/docs/default-source/fellowship-services-documents/constitutions/2022/statement-of-essential-truths-2022.pdf
https://saskatoon.mlasolutions.com/m5/catalog/(S(3h21syce2tpjqj0wea2rbnzr))/Default.aspx?installation=HRZN
https://books.google.ca/books?id=IbbWDwAAQBAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&lpg=PP1&dq=bird%20evangelical%20theology&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=bird%20evangelical%20theology&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=NAPrXVh_56wC&lpg=PP1&dq=Grenz%20community%20of%20god&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=8n62EAAAQBAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&lpg=PP1&dq=Tongues%20of%20Fire%20macchia&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=Tongues%20of%20Fire%20macchia&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=CP3cAwAAQBAJ&lpg=PR1&dq=migliore%20faith%20seeking%20understanding&pg=PR1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.loom.com/share/4bf5543d53b94b1b8a2b48d820b557d7
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1 page). You can find some additional guidance in the Populi lesson called “Evaluating
Theological Strengths and Weaknesses.”

e Related learning outcomes: 1.

e Assignment length: 1500-1800 words (about 5-6 pages).

e Due date: Feb 9.

2. Topics in Theology Paper 1 —17%
The first Topics in Theology Paper will cover three topics. Therefore, your paper should have the
following three sections and headings:

e Triune God, Creation, and Providence

e Humanity and Sin

e The Person of Jesus Christ
Each of the three sections of the paper should be about 2.5-3 pages long. Each section should
include the following four subsections (include these numbered subheadings?):

1) Evangelicals: Briefly explain what evangelicals in Canada believe regarding this
topic and why. Use the EFC statement of faith as a guide. (about %2 page for each
topic)

2) My Church: Identify what is unique or distinct in your denomination’s or church’s
statement of faith regarding this topic. (about 1/3 page for each topic)

3) Analysis: Evaluate and respond to key historical or contemporary perspectives that
stood out to you in the reading (do not simply summarize what you read). For
example, you might note points that you disagreed with (and why!) or points that you
found particularly helpful (and why!). Be sure to cite your McGrath textbook. For this
assignment citing the page number in parentheses will be sufficient (you do not need
to use full footnotes). (about 1 page for each topic)

4) My Position: A brief statement of what you believe regarding this topic. You do not
have to state why nor support your statement. Do not simply repeat subsection 1.
Instead, give ample space to explaining what you believe regarding issues where
church traditions and theologians disagree as well (even if you are not totally
decided). (about 1/3 page for each topic)

5) Living it Out: Reflect on how this aspect of theology matters for life and ministry.
You might consider how this doctrine impacts your affections, your worldview, your
understanding of yourself, and implications it has for the practice of the faith by
individuals or the church.® Consider asking yourself, in light of this doctrine, what
does it mean to be a Christian? (about %2 a page for each topic)

Wait to submit your paper until after you have finished writing on all three topics.
¢ Related learning outcomes: 2, 3, 4, 6
e Assignment length: about 8 pages.
e Due date: Feb 26.

2 That is, you should have numbers 1-5 for each of the three topics.

3 For example, one aspect of the doctrine of creation is that creation is distinct from God. This implies that
one should not worship anything created. (Please do not say that a doctrine is practical because you could teach the
doctrine in church.)
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3. Topics in Theology Paper 2 — 23%
The second Topics in Theology Paper will cover 4 topics, with the following sections and
headings:
e Salvation
e Holy Spirit
e Church and Sacraments
e Last Things
Follow the guidelines for the first paper, using the five subheadings for each of the above topics.
e Related learning outcomes: 2, 3, 4, 6
e Assignment length: about 10 pages.
e Due date: March 25.

4. Research Paper — 35%
You may write either a theological heresy response paper, an historical theology paper, a
theological traditions paper, a general theological research paper, a theological response paper,
or a contemporary/pastoral theological issues paper. You can find examples for each of these
options along with possible research topics in a file within the lesson on Populi called “Notes
Regarding your Research Paper.” You are also free to choose your own topic. This assignment
should be characterized by critical theological reflection and not just a matter of reporting what
others have said. As you write your paper:

e Aim for 3000-3500 words (about 10 pages), not including your footnotes and
bibliography (include both of these with your paper).
Record the word count for your papers after your conclusion.
Aim to use at least 10 scholarly* sources (dictionary definitions do not count as sources).
Your sources should include at least two journal® articles and two books.

e See the lesson on Populi called “Notes Regarding your Research Paper.”
Follow the general guidelines for the submission of written work on p. 6 of this syllabus.

Ministry Project (option in lieu of a research paper)

In lieu of a research paper, you may choose to do a ministry project. Please discuss your proposed
topic with the professor to ensure that it meets the expectations for this assignment. Just like a
research paper, a ministry project will require the above-stated research and you will need to
follow the formatting guidelines above (unless otherwise arranged with the professor). Since the
purpose of this project is different than a research paper, you do not need to have a thesis
statement. However, your project should still follow a logical outline. Although you may propose
an alternate idea to the professor, in general the project involves developing a church curriculum
or sermon series on a theological topic. Remember: Although you will present your topic in a way
appropriate to a church teaching context, you still need to base this material on careful theological
reflection. That is, you need to use academic research sources and include adequate
documentation/citations that indicate that you have adequately used these sources in your project.

4 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book
is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources.

5 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one
time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the
electronic search databases in the Digital Theological Library.


https://www.uvic.ca/library/help/tips/scholvpop/index.php
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
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e Related learning outcomes: 3, 5.
e Assignment length: 3000-3500 words (about 10 pages).
e Due date: April 15.

Estimate of Time Investment (individual time investments may vary)

Class attendance 30 hrs n/a n/a
Reading 32 hrs n/a n/a
1. Approaches to Theology Paper 10 hrs Feb 9 25%
2. Topics in Theology Paper 1 12 hrs Feb 26 17%
3. Topics in Theology Paper 2 16 hrs Mar 25 23%
4. Research Paper 30 hrs Apr 15 35%

Total = 130 hrs

Course Outline (Complete the reading before class)
Jan 16 Course Overview and Invitation to Theology ................ccooiiiiiiiinnn, Ch 5 (23pp)
Jan 23 Sources and Method for Theology, Scripture and Revelation ........... Ch 6-7 to p. 140

(stop on p. 140 at “natural theology”) (35pp)
Jan 30  TrUNE GO ....oviei i Ch 9 & 13 (60pp)
Feb 6 Creation and Providence... within Ch 14 p. 350-353 (on the “Darwinian Controversy”)
Approaches to Theology Paper (due Feb 9)
Feb 13 Humanityand Sin ............... Ch 14, p. 327-332 (stop at “The nature of grace”) (6pp)
FeD 20  JesUS ChriSt ... Ch 10 (39pp)

Topics in Theology Paper 1 (due Feb 26)

Feb 27 Salvation ..............cocoiiiiiiiiiii Ch 11 & Ch 14 p. 332-350 (52pp)

(in Ch 14 from “The nature of grace” to the “Darwinian Controversy”)
Mar5  HOIY SPIrit ... Ch 12 (19pp)
Mar 12  Church and Sacraments ...........coooveiiiiiiiiiiii e Ch 15-16 (50pp)
Mar 19 Last Things, Class Evaluation, & Research Orientation ..................... Ch 18 (23pp)

Topics in Theology Paper 2 (due Mar 25)
Research Paper (due Apr 15)

* Assignments will not be accepted after April 18, 2024



TS5201 Theological Foundations (Winter 2024), p. 6 of 11

Video-on-Demand (VOD) Student Requirements

As indicated on the course schedule, this class is being offered by VOD. Students taking the
course through VOD are required to indicate this during their course registration. While VOD
recordings are available for any student who may be absent from a class, non-VOD students are
expected to attend class live following the class attendance policy.

e For this course, VOD students have the same due dates for assignments as in-class
students.

e Each week, VOD students are required to watch and engage with the recording from that
week’s class.

e By Monday at 11:59pm each week, VOD students will submit a 2-3 minute video report
via Flip. A link will be provided on Populi under the Syllabus tab for the course. These
videos may be shared with students in class. In each video report, VOD students will
1) affirm they have watched the required recording for the last seven days, 2) summarize
one thing they learned that week that will help them reach the course learning outcomes,
and 3) explain at least one question they had after watching the class recording.

e In order to pass the course, VOD students must submit all of their VOD weekly
submissions. These submissions are marked are pass/fail based on whether or not they
demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the lecture content and in-class activities.

Academic Policies

General Guidelines for the Submission of Written Work
Formatting Papers
e Papers should be typed, double-spaced and follow the appropriate formatting guidelines
(e.g. 1 inch margins).
e Follow the Horizon Format Guide consistently.
e The length of papers should fall within +/- 10% of the stated length. Papers that fall
outside the length guidelines may not be graded and will receive a grade reduction.
Failure to follow these guidelines warrants a grade reduction.

Submitting Your Assignments
Assignments should be submitted via Populi. The resource at this link explains how to submit
assignments on Populi.

Late Assignments and Extensions

All assignments are due when stated by the professor or, if not specified, within 8 weeks after the
first day of class. Please contact the professor well in advance if you would like to request an
adjustment to any of your due dates. A late penalty will be assessed for all overdue assignments:
1-3 days late, penalty of 10%; 4-6 days late, penalty of 20%. After six days late, an assignment
receives a grade of 0.

Grading
Grade Percentage | GPA | Descriptor
A+ 97-100% |4 Exceptional
A 93-96% 4 Excellent
A- 90-92% 3.7 Excellent



https://www.horizon.edu/students/resources/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://support.populiweb.com/hc/en-us/articles/223792507-How-to-submit-work-for-assignments
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B+ 87-89% 3.3 Good

B 83-86% 3.0 Good

B- 80-82% 2.7 Good

C+ 77-719% 2.3 Satisfactory
C 73-76% 2.0 Satisfactory
C- 70-72% 1.7 Satisfactory
D+ 67-79% 1.3 Minimal Pass
D 63-66% 1.0 Minimal Pass
D- 60-62% 0.7 Minimal Pass
F <60% 0 Failure

Academic Integrity

Students learn best when practicing academic integrity. A lack of integrity is displayed in acts
such as deception, abuse of confidentiality, cheating, inappropriate collaboration, or plagiarism.
Plagiarism occurs when a student presents the words or ideas of another person or an artificial
intelligence (Al) tool in such a way as to give others the impression that it is their own words or
ideas. In academic writing, there should be no doubt which words or ideas are the student’s and
which are drawn from other sources or Al. Students are expected to submit their own original
work and give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even
ideas are drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the
requirements of another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work).
See here for examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student Handbook.

Accessible Learning Services Information

Horizon aims to provide an accessible learning environment for all our students. If you would
benefit from learning accommodations due to temporary or ongoing physical or mental health
conditions or learning disabilities, please contact us as soon as possible to schedule a
conversation. In all cases we ask that you provide current documentation of the disability or
condition you wish to disclose. Horizon takes appropriate care to ensure confidentiality about
any such disclosures. For more information, contact Richelle Bekkattla, Horizon’s Library
Technician, at library@horizon.edu.

Class Attendance

Students should attend all classes in order to facilitate competency development. Students are
expected to be present through the delivery method that they registered for, either on campus or
through live-streaming with their camera on. A student must be present for the full duration of a
class period in order to be registered as present for the class. In the case of illness or other
unforeseen circumstances, students may miss one day of a module course or three days of class
in a term or semester course without academic penalty. Students who are absent for more than
the number of classes stated above will automatically fail the course. Students wishing to be
exempted from this policy due to extenuating circumstances may make an academic appeal,
where they will need to document and verify those circumstances. Students who miss a class are
responsible to get missed notes or handouts from another student, rather than from the professor.


http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
https://www.horizon.edu/students/resources/
https://www.horizon.edu/students/support/
mailto:library@horizon.edu
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Live-Streaming Etiquette

Students taking the course through live-streaming are required to indicate this during their course
registration. While live-streaming access is available for on-campus students who are unable to
attend class due to illness, on-campus students are expected to attend class in person following
the class attendance policy.

If attending class online via live-stream, in order to be marked present for class, you must keep
your camera on and stay present and attentive throughout the class session, extending the gift of
full engagement. Access your class with a computer (preferably) or tablet, not a cell phone.
Aurrive to class on time, and dress as you would if you were attending class on campus. Join the
class from a quiet space with minimal background noise, and mute your microphone until you
wish to speak to the class.

Use of Technology

Horizon encourages the use of electronic devices in the classroom to enhance learning. Careful
consideration must be given to privacy issues, copyrighted materials, and the general care and
concern for others. Please respect the following classroom policies:

e Please use online access for course learning only. This is a matter of respect for the
instructor’s teaching, your own learning, and fellow students who may be distracted by
other uses.

e Students should secure permission from the instructor to record any teaching material.
This includes PowerPoint slides, white board illustrations, notes, and any form of audio
or video.

e Student feedback is a valuable input for course improvements. Please resolve any
classroom grievance about the instructor or course with the instructor personally, through
the Horizon College and Seminary grievance procedures, or the Populi-based course
evaluations. It is inappropriate to air classroom grievances on a social media platform.

e When instructors use recording mechanisms in the classroom, recorded materials will be
used for the sole purpose of instruction and cannot be released to any social media outlet
without the written consent of the students whose images have been recorded.

e Ingeneral, it is not acceptable to share photographs or videos of students in the classroom
setting without permission from those whose images appear in such media.
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http://books.google.com/books?id=XbWlROOLFKcC&pg=PP1&dq=We+Have+Been+Believers&lr=
http://books.google.com/books?id=CUybVhQc3PQC&pg=PP1&dq=A+Contemporary+Anabaptist+Theology&lr=
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http://books.google.com/books?id=NAPrXVh_56wC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Theology+for+the+Community+of+God
http://books.google.com/books?id=R0uUsEsFwssC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Who+Needs+Theology%3F+An+Invitation+to+the+Study+of+God
http://books.google.com/books?id=DA8xl4eagDcC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0
http://books.google.com/books?id=TNDtzdPGJuYC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Christian+Theology:+An+Introduction+to+Its+Traditions
http://books.google.com/books?id=TNDtzdPGJuYC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Christian+Theology:+An+Introduction+to+Its+Traditions
http://books.google.com/books?id=rKjKaVgW47IC&pg=PP2&dq=The+Faith+of+the+Christian+Church
https://www.amazon.ca/Practicing-Christian-Doctrine-Introduction-Theologically-ebook/dp/B0BLW6SY4G/
https://www.amazon.ca/Practicing-Christian-Doctrine-Introduction-Theologically-ebook/dp/B0BLW6SY4G/
http://books.google.com/books?id=xL1Vn_LLJ3sC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Orthodox+Theology:+An+Introduction
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