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Course Goals  
 

Course Description 

A survey of ethical systems with an emphasis on the development of an adequate Christian 

approach, followed by a discussion of current ethical and moral issues.  

 

Relationship to Horizon’s Mission  

As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare leaders, this course helps students develop an 

evangelical Christian worldview and develop their critical thinking skills. Therefore, the primary 

area of competency development that applies to this course is:  

• Contextual Awareness:  Demonstrated by a maturing orthodox Christian worldview, a 

healthy self-understanding, and engagement of people and cultures with wisdom and 

discernment. 

 

Core Competencies and Learning Outcomes  

To demonstrate competency in Contextual Awareness students will: 

1. Critique various ethical theories for decision making.  

• Assessment: Test 1 

2. Articulate an evangelical Christian approach to ethical decision making.  

• Assessment: Test 1 

3. Identify ethical theories at play in their own and other’s reasoning.  

• Assessment: Practice quizzes, Test 2, Case Studies, Contemporary Ethics Story 

Research Paper 

4. Evaluate contemporary ethical issues.  

• Assessment: Case Studies, Contemporary Ethics Story Research Paper 

5. Plan safeguards for ethical practices in ministry. 

• Assessment: Ethics and Ministry Paper 
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Course Work 
 

Required Reading 
 

Rae, Scott B. Moral Choices: An Introduction to Ethics. 4th edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

 2018.  (ISBN: 978-0310536420) 
 

Trull, Joe E., and James E. Carter. Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church Leaders. 

 2nd edition. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004. (ISBN: 0801027551) 

 

**While students have the benefit of accessing their textbooks online through the Digital 

Theological Library, they will not have access to the Digital Theological Library upon 

graduation. Therefore, we encourage students to purchase select textbooks to build their personal 

library. For your convenience, Horizon has partnered with Kennedy’s Parable to provide 

textbooks. 

 

Course Assignments and Activities 

 

Portfolio Component: Contemporary Ethics Story Research Paper. This assignment 

must be edited and submitted to the Contextual Awareness e-Project in your Portfolio on 

Portfolium. See the Portfolio Guide: “What Goes in My Portfolio” for further information. 

 

1. Lecture Attendance and Interaction  

In order to pass this course, you are required to “attend” and engage with all of the lectures in 

the “lesson” discussions on Populi (see an example here). This assignment will be marked as 

complete or incomplete. “Attending” lectures for this course involves watching lectures on 

Populi, reading handouts and notes, completing quizzes, and whatever else is indicated in the 

lessons. By the following due dates, submit a statement indicating how many of the lessons 

you completed (including case studies, quizzes, tests, etc.):  

 ➔Lessons 1-3 by May 31 ➔Lessons 7-9 by June 18 

 ➔Lessons 4-6 by June 9 ➔Lessons 10-12 by July 7 

For an average lesson aim to post at least three thoughts of about 50-100 words each (although 

lessons vary in length). For your posts: 

• Whenever I ask a question to the class in the lecture, you should pause the lecture and 

think about how you would answer it and post your thoughts on the lesson’s discussion 

(similarly, if you were in class you would also stop and think about how you would 

answer my questions). There may be times where you think the same thing as what 

another student has said. Try to add something, however, even if you just say, “I agree 

with such and such a point, because….”  

• In addition, act as though you were actually in class and then post whatever you would 

have said if you raised your hand in class or were asked to share in class and were to have 

contributed that way. You might note things that you find inspiring or that you are 

learning throughout the lectures that will help you minister more effectively.  

• Interact with the posts of other students by responding to some of the other students’ 

posts. 

Accessing Online Lesson Discussions 

-Within a lesson, click on the discussion on the right side of the page (see an example here). 

http://books.google.ca/books?id=5llPjOOggrgC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Moral+Choices:+An+Introduction+to+Ethics&hl=en&sa=X&ei=OePIUNyiMsKCyAGOioCIBw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=yq1LqjgUxJ0C&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://libguides.thedtl.org/home
https://libguides.thedtl.org/home
https://www.horizon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Portfolio-Guide-September-2019.pdf
http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
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-If you are submitting a new post, scroll to the bottom of the discussion and enter your post in the 

dialogue box. Click on “Leave a comment” to post your thoughts. 

-If you are submitting a response to someone else, please click on “reply” at the bottom of their 

post. This will open a new box that will allow your reply to appear underneath their post. 

• Related learning outcomes: all. 

• Assignment Length: 3 or more 100-word posts per lesson.  

• Due dates:  May 31; June 9, 18; July 7 

 

*NOTE: Activities/Assignments 1-5 are completed throughout the lecture phase for this course. 

In other words, the due dates for these activities/assignments overlap with and alternate between 

each other. 

 

2. Ethics and Ministry Paper  

You will complete this assignment at the end of lesson 2 (found on Populi). This assignment 

helps you plan and prepare for the ethical challenges of ministry. For this assignment you will:  

a) First, finish lessons 1-2 on Populi. 

b) Then, read chapters 4, 5, and 7 and then pages 78-88 in the book Ministerial 

Ethics (=80 pages total).  

c) After completing the reading, you will engage in discussion about the reading with 

two pastors (they do not need to read the book). You should discuss and get feedback 

from the pastors regarding: 

• What surprised you in the reading and lectures. 

• What ethical issues you think would be most challenging for people in ministry. 

• Discuss possible things people can do to overcome the challenges you identified. 

• Discuss realistic things that people can do in order to avoid sexual misconduct. 

d) Finally, you will write a 600-700 word reflection paper (about 2 pages). For your 

paper: 

• On the title page, indicate the names of the two pastors that you discussed this 

assignment with. 

• No introduction or conclusion is necessary.  

• Draw on and cite (via footnotes) your reading, the discussions you had, and the 

class lecture material. 

• Identify and explain:  

o 3 issues you think are most challenging for people in ministry, and 

o what safeguards you will put in place for yourself as you face these issues in 

various life contexts. 

• Include a paragraph stating what measures you plan to take to avoid sexual 

misconduct. 

• Related learning outcome: 5. 

• Assignment Length: 650 words. Due date: May 19. 

 

3. Practice Quizzes  

You will complete three practice quizzes on Populi. The lessons in Populi will indicate for you 

when you should complete each quiz and any reading that is required (for quiz 1, you will read 

chapters 2-4 in Moral Choices, =84 pages of reading). These quizzes are meant to be learning 

experiences, not evaluations of your knowledge; therefore, each quiz is open book and you 
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should be using your notes and textbook to help you complete each quiz. The quizzes will be 

marked simply as complete or incomplete. 

• Related learning outcome: 3. 

• Assignment Length: 1 hour each. Due date: Quiz times indicated in Populi lessons. 

 

4. Tests  

You will complete two tests on Populi that are related to ethical theories. Both tests are closed 

book—you may not use any notes, your textbook, etc. I indicate in the lessons on Populi when you 

should take each test. At that point, the lesson will give you more detail about the content of each 

test. Please do not take the test until you have completed all of the work that is required before the 

test according to the schedule below.  

• Related learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3. 

• Assignment Length: 1 hour each. Due date: Test times indicated in Populi lessons. 

 

5. Case Studies 

This assignment assesses both your ability to evaluate contemporary ethical issues and your self-

awareness of the ethical theories that you are engaging as you make your arguments. You will 

respond to five case studies from Moral Choices. In preparation for each of the case studies you 

will read the relevant chapter in Moral Choices (total=126 pages of reading). On Populi I will also 

indicate which review questions you will complete from the end of each chapter (you don’t need 

to submit your answers). For each of the five chapter readings, you will write a 300-400 word 

response to an ethical case study. I indicate on Populi which case studies you will respond to. In 

your responses, please: 

• Note which case study you are responding to. 

• Answer the questions that are listed in the textbook after the case study.  

• Draw on and cite your textbook reading and class discussions. When you refer to 

something specific from the textbook, please note the page number.  

• Identify which ethical theories you are engaging in as you answer the questions. 

You can do this simply by including the name of the theory in brackets at the end 

of any sentence(s) where you are making an ethical argument. 

• Be sure to submit the case studies under “Assignments,” not within Discussions.  

• Related learning outcomes: 3, 4.  

• Assignment Length: 300-400 words per case study. 

• Due date: Due with each reading (indicated in Populi lessons). 

 

6. Contemporary Ethics Story Research Paper 

You will write your research paper in response to an ethical issue as it is presented in a recent 

magazine, newspaper, or online news article (preferably published during the course). The 

structure of your paper should be as follows: 

a) Introduction. Your thesis statement should clearly state your position on the issue. 

b) Context Description (about 1 page): 

a. Briefly summarize the content of the article (1 paragraph). 

b. Identify the one ethical issue from the source that your paper will address. 

c. Describe the ethical position advocated in the article as well as the ethical 

theory(ies) that the article uses to support its position (about 1 page). 
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c) Context Analysis (6-8 pages): Critically interact with the issue and the perspective 

presented in the article (this should be the majority of your paper). This section of your 

paper should: 

• Defend your position in a responsible manner. Do not argue about whether or not 

something should be legal—that is a different question than whether or not 

something is ethical (e.g., adultery is unethical, but not illegal). 

• Demonstrate an awareness of and responsible engagement with the ethical, 

biblical, and theological issues involved. 

• Also aim to provide arguments that would be persuasive to a secular audience 

(that is, without explicit reliance on Scripture).  

• Indicate which ethical theories you are utilizing as you build your argument. 

• As you engage those who disagree/agree with you should note what ethical theory 

they are utilizing. 

• Present and respond to alternative perspectives fairly. 

d) Conclusion 

In addition, for your paper: 

• Attach a copy of the article you are responding to (a scanned pdf or web link). 

• Aim for 2500 words (a minimum of 2250 words and no more than 2750 words = approx. 

7-9 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 

your paper). Papers that fall outside of the length requirements for an assignment may 

not be assessed.  

• Record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  

• Use a minimum of 7 scholarly1 sources, including at least one journal article2 and one 

web page (dictionary definitions do not count as sources).  

• Related learning outcomes: 3, 4. 

• Assignment Length: 2500 words. Due date: July 28 

 

Estimate of Time Investment (individual time investments may vary) 

1. Lecture Attendance and Interaction 20 hours  May 31; June 9, 18; July 7 

2. Ethics and Ministry Paper 14 hours May 19 

3. Practice Quizzes 14 hours as indicated in the lessons on Populi.  

4. Tests 4 hours as indicated in the lessons on Populi.  

5. Case Studies 20 hours as indicated in the lessons on Populi.  

6. Contemporary Ethics Story Research Paper 24 hours July 28 

TOTAL 96 hours 

 

  

 
1 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 

pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. The necessity of using ‘scholarly’ sources means that you 

will likely want to plan to access an academic library. Some larger cities will have a small supply of academic books 

in their public library systems. 
2 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one 

time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the 

electronic search databases once you login to the STU Library page (see this video). An internet search can help you 

as well (although this would not be as helpful).  

https://www.uvic.ca/library/research/tips/scholvpop/index.php
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
http://saskatoon.mlasolutions.com/union.aspx
https://youtu.be/xgef7AQUIAI
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Assessment Rubrics 

For this course, please find assessment rubrics on the Populi course page, in the lesson called 

“Ethics Assessment Rubrics.” 

 

Course Outline / Class Schedule 

 

Bold = due for submission     ME = Ministerial Ethics book MC = Moral Choices book 

 

Please complete your assignments in the following order. The Lessons on Populi will indicate 

when to read your textbooks and when to complete the quizzes, tests, and case studies.  

 

Any required revisions will take place throughout the course since there is no “revision week” 

for DE courses.  

 

Week 1 Course Introduction, Lesson 1-2 

  Start ME reading 

 

Week 2-3 Finish ME reading, discuss it with pastors 

  Due May 19 Ethics and Ministry Paper  

  Start Lesson 3 by beginning to read MC ch 3-4 for practice quiz 1. 

 

Week 4 Finish reading required for practice quiz 1 

  Practice quiz 1 (in lesson 3) 

 

Week 5 Complete Lesson 3 lectures 

  Due May 31  Lessons 1-3 (submit statement of completion) 

  Lesson 4 

  

Week 6 Test 1 (in lesson 4) 

  Lesson 5 

Lesson 6 

Read MC ch 11 

Case study in Lesson 6 

  Due June 9  Lessons 4-6 (submit statement of completion) 

 

Week 7 Lesson 7-8 

Practice quiz 2 (in lesson 8) 

Lesson 9 

  Read MC ch 5 

Case study in Lesson 9 

  Due June 18  Lessons 7-9 (submit statement of completion) 

 

Week 8 Lesson 10 

Read MC ch 6 

Case study in Lesson 10 

Practice quiz 3 (in lesson 10) 
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Week 9 Lesson 11 

  Read MC ch 8 

  Case study in Lesson 11 

  Test 2 (in lesson 11) 

 

Week 10 Lesson 12 

  Read MC ch 10 

  Case study in Lesson 12 

  Due July 7  Lessons 10-12 (submit statement of completion) 

 

Week 11-13 Due July 28 Contemporary Ethics Story Research Paper 

 

➔end  Submit any remaining revisions as necessary  

(revisions will take place throughout the course) 

 

• No resubmissions of assignments will be accepted after August 6, 2021. 

 

Academic Policies  
 

General Assignment Guidelines 

Please see the Horizon Format Guide for assignment submission, grammar, and formatting 

guidelines. 

 

Late Assignments and Extensions 

Students are expected to submit work by the assigned due dates, as part of their development of 

the Leadership and Administration competency. To submit extension requests, students must 

submit the Assignment Extension Request Form online and before the due date. Professors may 

grant extensions in the case of extenuating circumstances, such as significant illness or a family 

emergency. Furthermore, no extensions will be granted beyond the final day of a term or 

semester. 
 

A late assignment will not be assessed until the student first meets with the professor or the 

Adjunct Faculty Advisor to discuss whether the student’s reasons for the late submission are 

acceptable. Unexcused late submissions will be tracked across each student’s program. If one 

assignment is submitted more than five days late or if a student incurs multiple instances of 

unexcused late submissions, it will result in academic discipline, such as required tutoring, 

academic probation, failure of the course, or failure to qualify for graduation. Similar to standard 

human resource employment practices, students will receive warnings and conditions with 

increasing severity of academic discipline. 

 

Resubmission of Assignments 

Students have until the last day of revision week to submit revisions, and students can only 

submit up to two revisions for each assignment. Students should follow the revision schedule 

outlined above. 

 

Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 

The goal of courses is to help students develop the stated competencies, not earn letter grades. 

Assignments are the means by which instructors evaluate development of those competencies. 

https://www.horizon.edu/students/resources/
https://horizon.edu/forms/student/
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Consequently, students do not earn overall “grades” on individual assignments. Instead, 

assessment focuses on measuring students’ competency as outlined in the syllabus and 

assignment rubric.  For purposes of transferability to other institutions, the final competency 

designations will be translated to a comparable letter grade on a traditional transcript. The tables 

below explain Horizon’s approach:  
 

Horizon CBE 

Scale 

Descriptor Letter 

Grade 

Grad

e 

Point 

U of S 

Equivalenc

y 

E Exceeding  

Student exceeded competency 

requirements for some learning 

outcomes and met requirements for all 

remaining learning outcomes. 

     A+ 4.0 90-100 

     A 4.0 85-89 

     A- 3.7 80-84 

 

M Meeting  

Student met competency 

requirements for all learning 

outcomes and may have exceeded in 

one. 

     B+ 3.3 77-79 

     B 3.0 73-76 

     B- 2.7 70-72 

 

Students pass a course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all 

competency requirements for a course. If the student chooses not to meet all course competency 

requirements, the course will not be sufficient to fulfill their program requirements at Horizon. 

Nevertheless, for transferability purposes, the student will receive a letter grade of C+ or below 

on a traditional transcript.  
 

BTM 
Beginning 

to meet 

Student was beginning to meet 

competency requirements for any 

one or more learning outcomes, and 

met or exceeded competency 

requirements for all other outcomes. 

     C+ 2.3 67-69 

     C 2.0 63-66 

     C- 1.7 60-62 

 

NY

M 

Not yet 

meeting  

Student was not yet meeting 

competency requirements for one or 

more learning outcomes. 

     D+ 1.3 57-59 

     D 1.0 53-56 

     D- 0.7 50-52 

     F 0.0 0-49 

 

Academic Honesty 

Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 

presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 

is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 

another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 

drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected to 

give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 

drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the requirements of 

another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work). See here for 

examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the College Student Handbook. 

 

Disability Services Information 

If you would benefit from learning accommodations due to pre-existing physical or mental health 

conditions or learning disabilities, contact the Academic or Student Life departments at the 

http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
https://www.horizon.edu/students/resources/
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beginning of the course. Horizon will work to meet your learning and/or physical needs where 

possible. If any conditions arise during the course that you wish to disclose, please contact us as 

soon as possible. In all cases you will need to provide current documentation of the disability or 

condition you wish to disclose. Horizon takes appropriate care to ensure confidentiality about 

any such disclosures. For more information, contact Bob Williamson, Dean of Students, at 

bwilliamson@horizon.edu; Jessie Van Roessel, Associate Dean of Students, at 

jvanroessel@horzion.edu; or Leanne Bellamy, Academic Coach, at lbellamy@horizon.edu.  
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http://saskatoon.mlasolutions.com/union.aspx
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