
Have you ever had to eat your words? 

When I addressed staff and students in fall 2019,  I told them to prepare for an uneventful year. (You can 
see where this is going…) 

It’s a It’s a transition year, I reasoned. We’re winding-down at Jackson Ave before relocating to our new campus 
(we thought) later that summer. I compared us to the second and, I suggested, least exciting instalment of 
the Lord of the Rings trilogy, The Two Towers. Fans of the trilogy know the second instalment describes 
what takes place between the action – after the heroes have received their quest and before they’ve 
fulfilled it. That’s us, I said – between the action. 

Well. As you know, the year hasn’t turned out quite as “uneventful” as I predicted. 

I I quickly learned you don’t mess with Tolkien fans. Apparently, all segments of Lord of the Rings are 
exciting, each with plenty of action. Don’t expect a cakewalk here, buddy! (Lesson learned! Lesson 
learned!) 

The typical delays with permits and construction shifted our relocation from summer 2020 to January 
2021. Not entirely unexpected – no problem.

PPersonally, I experienced one of my busiest but most exhilarating travel schedules, presenting 
internationally on competency-based education and engaging with our various denominational partners at 
multiple events. 

And then…COVID. 

CCOVID hit us fast and hard. It shuttered our on-campus activities and residences and moved us completely 
online. It cancelled graduation, shut down our Winnipeg fundraiser and our “farewell to Jackson” alumni 
tour, and significantly diminished our regular corporate sponsorships. Like other businesses, it forced us 
into temporary layoffs and wage reductions. Thankfully, that was short lived and we were able to bring 
everyone back late summer.  

In fact, during this pandemic we found we have a lot to be thankful for.
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Please note: In January, our address will change to 604 Webster Street, Saskatoon, SK S7N 3P9

Our building is coming together nicely, and we’re looking forward to 
moving in after Christmas. The structure is well designed, 
state-of-the-art, and embedded with exceptional technologies to 
enhance teaching and online learning. We can’t wait to show you! 
What’s so significant, however, is not the building itself, but what it 
represents. Our vision is to see God’s Kingdom grow through 
unprecedented, multi-denominational collaboration and competent 
Christian leadeChristian leadership development, with our building as a hub. This 
represents a game-changer for God’s Kingdom on the prairies.

What’s happening with the relocation?

Watch the 
full interview 
and access 
Fischer’s 
book online

If not for his education at Horizon, he says, “I’m pretty sure I would have been sunk by now,” thinking 
of how he would have handled beginning ministry in a new setting smack in the middle of a pandemic. 
Furthermore, Fischer has been able to turn his master’s thesis project into a book entitled They Said 
You Were Safe: Why Young Leaders are Leaving the Church.

Alumnus pastor Michael Fischer credits his training at Horizon for building his capacity to 
adjust to ministry despite the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. Fischer 
transitioned into the role of a lead pastor in March 2020, just as the coronavirus crisis 
began to turn our world upside down. However, alongside his amazing team of creative 
leaders, he has been able to successfully adapt to the new reality of conducting 75% of the 
church’s ministry online.

What have you done during COVID?

Jeromey Martini, President

Our journey hasn’t ended but the Tolkien fans are right – there’s plenty of action between the action. 
Thank you for joining us!

Hear Bailey share 
about her online 
learning experience:We saw our churches and supporters continue to lean in and give – thank you!

We saw our staff go above and beyond in the name of Kingdom service – thank you!

We saw our students enjoy a positive online learning experience thanks to previous 
investments in our classroom technology – thank you!

We saw our fall enrolment increase with students both onsite and online – thank you!

And we continue to see our new building take shape, a symbol of hope and our future – thank you!
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https://video.horizon.edu/en/c/horizon-stories-2020-bailey.1399
https://video.horizon.edu/en/c/horizon-stories-2020-micheal-fischer.2224


ONLINE FUNDRAISING EVENTJANUARY 29, 2021  |  6:30PM

TICKETS $25 Stay tuned for more details!
Help Horizon raise $604,000.00 for a fresh future! 

What’s the future of the church in Canada, post-COVID and post-Christian? 

You’re invited to a special online vision and fundraising event live on January 29, 
2020, 6:30-8:15pm (CST). 

This liThis live event features denominational leaders Rev. Elton DaSilva (Canadian 
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches), Bishop Larry Hasmatali (Church of 
God in Western Canada), Rev. Dr. Bernie Van De Walle (Christian & Missionary 
Alliance), and Rev. Dr. David Wells (Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada). 

We will also hear student testimonies and will give a virtual tour of Horizon’s new 
facility! Plus – draws and prizes for live attendees!

Platinum
$25,000

Diamond
$10,000

Gold
$5,000

Silver
$2,500

Bronze
$1,000

Partner
$500

Friend
$250

Levels of Sponsorship:

Designate a gift to help us set up:
    Classroom kit-out ($70,000 per classroom)
    Offices ($5000 per office)
Sponsor our Virtual Vision & Fundraising Event
Become a monthly donor 

Will you help give Horizon a fresh future? 

In January we relocate to 604 Webster Street – and we need your help!

We are looking to raise $604,000.00 – 604 for 604! – to cover the costs of moving, 
installing high-end learning technologies, and backfilling losses from our COVID year. 

You can give many ways: 
Online: www.horizon.edu/partner-with-us 
E-transfer: business@horizon.edu
Text: Text “donate” to 877-374-6655 
Mail: 1303 Jackson Ave, Saskatoon, SK S7H 2M9 
*Our new address does not take effect until January 
Phone: Phone: 877-374-6655 
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Find out what the 
rest of the elements 
mean on our website

You may see this shield appear on Horizon gear. The 
elements within symbolize various aspects of our vision 
and mission.

FFor example, the building is the hub of our ministry 
activity, connecting the whole image. The sun and 
water produce the wheat – the fruit of our ministry. The 
city and bridge represent our ministry field – the world. 
The building represents the peoples and ministries 
inhabiting it – “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 
but God has been making it grow. So neither the one 
who plants nor the one who who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only 
God, who makes things grow. The one who plants and 
the one who waters have one purpose, and they will 
each be rewarded according to their own labour. For we 
are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, 
God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:6-9, NIV).
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Join the Horizon 
Student Housing 
Facebook group

Are you interested in an investment opportunity that will help Horizon and 
also earn you a financial return? Alumni Nathan and Melanie Cressman of 
Cressman Realty & Property Management are creating an investors group 
to purchase units for student housing in the 11-storey condo complex being 
built next to Horizon. For more information, email Nathan at 
nathan@cressmanrpm.ca. 
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