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Course Description

The purpose of this course is to increase the student’s knowledge and skills in teaching within the
context of local church and para-church ministry. Students will discuss, envision, and practice
several essential philosophies, methods, and models for Christian teaching.

Note: This syllabus is oriented towards the module class format. If you intend to take this course
entirely by Distance Education, register accordingly and contact Prof. Lindemann to adjust the
assignments as necessary.

Relationship to Horizon’s Mission and Core Competencies

The ability to teach reliable content in an effective manner applies to church contexts as well as
family life and other leadership situations. This course aims to equip students with concepts and
tools that will assist them in communicating biblical truth within a trustworthy path of learning.
Therefore, following areas of competency development apply to this course:

* Biblically and Theologically Literate — applies God’s Word carefully in order to uphold
the Christian faith and discern unsound teachings.

* Disciple Maker — a faithful and effective witness for Jesus Christ, demonstrates global
awareness and missionary needs, able to mentor others to become competent kingdom
leaders.

*  Skilled Communicator — conveys ideas and direction to individuals and groups using
verbal, written, and electronic means.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:



1. Express an analytical understanding of the biblical purpose of the teaching gift in relation
to the mission of the church. (Biblically and Theologically Literate)

2. Demonstrate logical interaction with world philosophies, educational philosophies, and
learning/instructional theories. (Skilled Communicator)

3. Design teaching strategies within various theoretical approaches for delivery in a
teaching situation. (Skilled Communicator, Disciple Maker)

4. Appraise a best practitioner during an actual teaching session, discerning approaches that
will improve their own teaching ministry. (Skilled Communicator, Disciple Maker)

5. Formulate a thorough lesson plan for use in a setting relevant to their current context.
(Biblically and Theologically Literate, Skilled Communicator, Disciple Maker)

Required Readings:

Galindo, Israel. The Craft of Christian Teaching: Essentials for Becoming a Very Good Teacher.
Cambridge, MS: Judson Press, 1998

Wilhoit, James C. and Leland Ryken, Effective Bible Teaching, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books,
2012

Articles on Populi:

Lindemann, Rob. “Pedagogy for Christian Worldview Formation.” Biblical Higher Education
Journal (Winter 2012)

Bulger, Sean M., Derek J. Mohr, and Richard T. Walls. “Stack the Deck in Favor of Your
Students by Using the Four Aces of Effective Teaching.” Journal of Effective Teaching
5:2(2002)

Note: Populi is the online course management system that Horizon uses. With your Horizon
student ID you can access the Populi site for this course.

Articles to Choose:
Choose one article of interest from Volume 10, 11, or 12 of the Christian Education Journal to

include in the Interactive Reading Guide assignment. The volumes are on hold in the A. C.
Schindel Library at Horizon. The themes are as follows:
*  Volume 12
o Issue 2: Fall 2015, Curriculum Issues in Christian Education
o Issue 1: Spring 2015, Research on Effective Pedagogy
«  Volume 11
o Issue 2: Fall 2014, Historical Movements and Models
o Issue 1: Spring 2014, Small Group Ministries
*  Volume 10
o Issue 2: Fall 2013, Transformational Teaching and Learning
o Issue 1: Spring 2013, Technological Innovation & Educational Ministry




Note: If you are taking this course off-campus (e.g., by Distance Education or by
videoconference), contact the Horizon Librarian for arrangements to access the readings.

Course Assignments and Evaluation:

1. Interactive Reading Guide (see Learning Outcomes 1 & 2). Students will read both of the
assigned textbooks and supplied articles then follow the interactive reading guide found
on the Populi page for this course. Respond to each question in order and please include
the question number or a summary heading. The learning objective of this assignment is
to identify and reflect upon key concepts that will influence a personal philosophy and
approach to teaching. Overall, students must ensure they are referencing the textbooks in
their comments, which demonstrates a grasp of the content and integration with their own
views. This assignment should be a maximum of 12 pages. Value: 15%. Date due:

2. In Class experimentation (see Learning Outcomes 2 & 3). Students will practice the
preparation and delivery of a lesson plan during the latter portion of the week. Topics
will be discussed during the early portion of the week. Students will meet with the
instructor to discuss an appropriate approach to the lesson and receive coaching prior to
delivery. The experimentations will use various teaching contexts: e.g., online, Bible
study or topical discussion, lecture/monologue w/ questions, etc. Full class participation
is expected in giving feedback to the presents. Value: 15% Date due:

3. Self-assessment (see Learning Outcome 2). Students will complete the supplied self-
assessment tool, “What is my Philosophy of Education” during Module week and share
results for discussion in class. A follow up paper will report on the results with personal
reflections related to the course’s content. The learning objective of this assignment is to
refine key concepts and convictions that will guide their personal approach to teaching.
The paper should be maximum S pages including references as needed. Value: 10%
Date due:

4. Teacher observation report (see Learning Outcome 4). Choose a setting (e.g. church
service, youth group, children’s ministry, K-12, etc.) that allows you to witness firsthand
and describe methods used by this practitioner and his/her sources for continued
professional development as a teacher. Identify your choice of teacher by asking your
peers, pastors, college personnel, or district contacts for nominations on which teachers
or pastors are considered best practitioners. Setup an appointment to both observe and
interview your choice of teacher. Your report should contain:

a. An introduction and background of the educator you selected as well as a

description of the setting of the observation.



b.

Description of the strategies, philosophies, and techniques which you believe to
be related to their teaching effectiveness.

Connections to the course readings and classroom discussions. Point out where

you saw theory in action and, if necessary, approaches to teaching that were not
mentioned in our readings or classroom material.

We will review initial plans for this assignment during the modular week. There is some
flexibility allowed with this assignment depending on your location, accessibility of
participants, etc. The paper should be maximum 5 pages including references as needed.

Value:

30% Date due:

5. Final lesson plan (see Learning Outcome 5). A thorough lesson plan on a topic of their
choice. The plan must include both the outline of teaching content, a description of a
specific teaching method (from Galindo or Wilhoit), and a simultaneous commentary
explaining the teaching philosophy and methodology as well as any pertinent resources
for recipients of the lesson. This plan should be maximum 8-10 pages and reference a
minimum of 8 sources in the bibliography. Value: 30% Date due:

Time Investment and Value

In class time 30 hrs

Readings 30 hrs

Interactive Reading Guide 25hrs  15%
In-class experimentation S5hrs 15%
Self Assessment 7 hrs  10%
Teacher Observation Report 15hrs 30%
Final Lesson plan 15hrs  30%

Total= 125 hrs

Class Schedule — Course Outline

Monday

UNIT I — CHRISTIAN TEACHING BEGINS WITH SOUND
THEOLOGY
Biblical Theology: The Spiritual Gift and Role of Teaching

The Relationship of Theology to Education
Teaching for Christian Worldview and Spiritual Maturity
The Role of the Teacher: Metaphors We Teach By

Cowp

Tuesday

UNIT II - FOLLOW THE TRUSTWORTHY PATH OF LEARNING
A. The Relationship of Philosophy to Education: Why Philosophy
Matters
B. Overview of Educational Philosophies




C. Four Orientations to Teaching and Learning
D. Self Assessment tool

E. The Learning Styles Debate

Wednesday | UNIT III - SET UP TARGETS FOR TEACHING
Reviewing lesson plans

Writing Instructional Objectives

Active Learning Targets

Faith and Worldview Development Targets
Hermeneutical Targets

Preparing active learning experiment

Thursday UNIT IV — ACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIMENTATION
A. Student Presentations and feedback

Friday UNIT IV — continued

O Ow

General Assignment Guidelines

Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide (click here) for assignment
submission and formatting guidelines as well as policies for late assignments, extensions, and
rescheduling of exams.

Academic Honesty

Horizon College and Seminary uses the following definition of plagiarism from the University of
Saskatchewan: Plagiarism is “the presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to
give others the impression that it is the work or idea of the presenter. Adequate attribution is
required. What is essential is that another person have no doubt which words or research results
are the student’s and which are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary,
2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial
phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one
course to satisfy the requirements of another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to
accept such work). See here for examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student
Handbook, p. 40.

Disability Services Information

If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require
accommodations, please contact the Student Services department as early as possible so that your
learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide current
documentation of your disability or condition. For more information, please contact Sonia
Estrada at sestrada@horizon.edu.

Assessment/Grading



Grading for graduate-level courses is based on the following scale approved by Providence
Theological Seminary:
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