
 
G143 Worldviews and Contemporary Culture  
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“Life and love and why/Child, adult, and die/All of us hoping and all of us searching for what?” 
-Switchfoot (“Life and Love and Why”) 

 
Course Content and Goals  
 
Course Description 
An introductory exploration of worldviews as intellectual and value systems, especially in 
relation to culture. These powerful forces shape the lives and beliefs of people; they are often 
absorbed without clear reflection on the part of the holder. A person’s worldview has a huge 
influence on identity formation. Therefore, it is crucial to increase awareness and purposeful 
development of these matters.  
 
According to one dictionary, a worldview is a “largely unconscious but generally coherent set of 
presuppositions and beliefs that every person has that shape how we make sense of the world and 
everything in it. This in turn influences such things as how we see ourselves as individuals, how 
we interpret our role in society, how we deal with social issues, and what we regard as truth” (A 
Dictionary of Environment and Conservation, 2013). 
 
Relationship to Horizon’s Mission  
Horizon’s mission is to “advance God’s Kingdom by preparing competent Christian leaders for 
Spirit-empowered life and ministry.” Inevitably, this Spirit-empowered life and ministry will 
occur within the myriad of worldviews present in the 21st century. Thus, in order to cultivate 
contextual awareness, this course will ask students to critically examine and evaluate what is 
going on around them. They will also be given the opportunity to discern how they should live as 
Christ-followers in light of the worldviews and cultural trends that surround them.  
 
Core Competencies and Learning Outcomes  
 
To demonstrate competency in Contextual Awareness, students will: 
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1. Explain the major ideas, values, and implications of a worldview.  
 Assessment: Textbook Reflection  
 Assessment: Podcast Mind Map 

2. Apply a critical thought process to worldviews and the way they are integrated 
throughout our lives.  

 Assessment: Textbook Reflection 
 Assessment: Field Trip Presentation  
 Assessment: Scenario Responses  

3. Observe the indicators of worldviews and cultural influences within a variety of contexts. 
 Assessment: Field Trip Presentation  
 Assessment: Scenario Responses 

4. Recognize the influences that shape their own worldview and implement practices that 
continue to develop a mature Christian worldview.  

 Assessment: Textbook Reflection  
 Assessment: Three-Dimensional Worldview Survey Reflection 

 
 

Course Work 
 
Required Readings 
 
Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. 5th Ed. Downer Groves, 

IL: IVP Academic, 2009. 
 ISBN: 978-0830838509 
 
Wilkens, Steve and Sanford, Mark L. Hidden Worldviews: Eight Cultural Stories That Shape 

Our Lives. Downer Groves, IL: IVP Academic, 2009. 
 ISBN: 978-0830838547 
 
**Students are responsible to purchase textbooks from a third-party retailer. For your 
convenience, Horizon has partnered with Kennedy's Parable to provide textbooks.  
 
Course Assignments and Activities 
 
  Portfolio Components. Three-Dimensional Worldview Survey Reflection. This 
assignment must be edited and submitted for the Contextual Awareness competency page in 
your Portfolio. (See the Portfolio Guide for a further description). 
 
1. Textbook Reflection  
 
Read Hidden Worldviews in its entirety. See a suggested reading schedule in Appendix A. From 
Hidden Worldviews, select the TWO hidden worldviews, which, in your estimation, pose the 
biggest challenge to you holding a Christian worldview. For each hidden worldview: 

a) Describe the hidden worldview. 
b) Explain one positive outcome of the hidden worldview. 
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c) Delineate how you see it influencing your life. Give two or more concrete examples 
of its influence in your life. 

d) Suggest or more two practices you can do which will combat the hidden worldview’s 
influence in your life.  

 
You DO NOT have to read The Universe Next Door in its entirety. From The Universe Next 
Door, select ONE worldview from each of the following pairings (a total of TWO worldviews). 
 

 Naturalism OR Deism 
 Islamic Theism OR The New Age 

 
Read the two chapters you choose carefully. For each of the two chosen worldviews:  

a) Describe the worldview. 
b) Delineate how this worldview differs from your current understanding of a Christian 

worldview. 
c) Give two or more concrete examples of this worldview’s presence in broader Canadian 

culture.  
 

Be sure to fill out the Reading Report available on Populi and submit it with your written 
assignment. Use the Textbook Reflection Template provided under “Lessons.”  

 
 Related learning outcome(s): #1, #2, and #4.  
 Assignment Length: 6 pages double-spaced (approximately 1.5 pages per worldview or 

hidden worldview). Due date: March 29, 2019.  
 

 2.    Podcast Mind Map 
 
Listen to Season 1 Episode 1 “What is Post-Christian Culture?” 
(https://thisculturalmoment.podbean.com/e/what-is-post-christian-culture/) of the podcast This 
Cultural Moment. Create a mind map where you outline the main ideas, supporting points, 
examples discussed, and conclusions reached in the podcast. You can either create your mind 
map by hand or digitally. Find an example of a mind map on Populi under the Lesson “Mind 
Map Example.”   

 Related learning outcome(s): #1. 
 Assignment Length: 1 page. Due date: April 1, 2019.  

 
3.     Three-Dimensional Worldview Survey Reflection 
 
Developed by Dr. Katherine Schultz, the 3DWS is used to measure three aspects of worldview in 
postsecondary, Christian college students. The 3DWS assesses the propositional, behavioral, and 
heart-orientation dimensions of worldview. These dimensions are presumed to work together to 
provide the most holistic evaluation of a person’s worldview. Students will complete the survey 
and return it to the instructor to be sent away for scoring. We will do this survey together in class 
on March 18, 2019.  
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Upon receiving the scored document, students will meet with the professor during the week of 
March 29-April 5, 2019 to dialogue about and interpret the results. Students will then respond in 
a reflection paper according to the following areas:  

a) Do you agree with the assessment of your worldview as determined by the 3DWS? 
Explain why or why not. 

b) Describe how the dimensions revealed in the 3DWS (i.e., propositional, behavioral, 
and heart-orientation) work in your life and worldview. 

c) Explain how you intend to further develop your worldview as a result of things 
learned in this survey and course thus far. 

 Related learning outcome(s): #4.  
 Assignment Length: 3 pages double-spaced. Due date: April 8, 2019. 

 
4.    Field Trip Presentation  
 
Visit a mall in Saskatoon. For one hour, walk around and observe the different worldviews, 
“ism’s”, and cultural stories at play in this setting. Pay attention to social interactions (people 
watching!), advertisements, products available, music played in the background, etc. From this 
experience, prepare a 5-7 minute presentation for the class. 

a) Identify and explain one worldview, “ism,” or cultural story at play in the mall.  
b) Diagnose the symptoms of the worldview, “ism,” or cultural story you saw in the 

mall. 
c) Expound upon the consequences of worldview, “ism,” or cultural story you saw in the 

mall. How do these things affect our society? How do these things affect us 
personally? 

Be creative in your presentation to your classmates (include photos you take at the mall, use 
PowerPoint or handouts, etc.). Be prepared to ask your classmates questions about their 
observations and to have your classmates ask you questions about your observations. 

 Related learning outcome(s): #2 and #3.  
 Assignment Length: 5-7 minute presentation. Presentation date: April 15, 2019.  

 
5.    Scenario Responses.  
 
Choose two out of the three scenarios found in Appendix B. These scenarios are meant to 
represent situations you could find yourself in. In each scenario response, articulate: 

a) Your EVALUATORY response: Based on the course material and textbook reading, 
what worldview is at play? What is going on “behind the scenes?”  Explain. 

b) Your CRITICAL response: As a disciple of Christ, what correctives or changes 
would you offer to the other person?  

c) Your INTERPERSONAL response: How would you communicate your thoughts to 
the other person in a Christ-like manner? What does your tone sound like? What are 
you doing with your body?  

 Related learning outcome(s): #2 and #3.  
 Assignment Length: 2 pages double-spaced (1 page per scenario). Due date: April 17, 

2019.  
 

Time Investment   
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Classroom time 
1. Assignment #1 
         Reading: 28 hours  
         Writing: 12 hours  
2. Assignment #2 
3. Assignment #3 
4. Assignment #4 
5. Assignment #5 

30 hrs 
 40 hrs  

 
 

3 hrs  
6 hrs  
8 hrs  
4 hrs 

N/A 
March 29, 2019 

 
 

April 1, 2019 
April 8, 2019 

April 15, 2019 
April 17, 2019 

                                      Total =                                     91 hrs  
 
Assessment Rubrics 
Students will be able to access course and assignments rubrics on Populi under the Lesson 
“G143 Assignment Rubrics” by the first day of class.  
 
Course Outline / Class Schedule 
 

March 18-21 Unit I: Why Worldview? 
March 25-28 Unit II: Understanding Our Story  
April 1-4 Unit III: Diagnosing Dominant Worldviews 
April 8-11 Unit IV: Life in 21st Century Canada 
April 15-18 Unit V: How Then Shall We Live?  

 
 First submissions of assignments will not be accepted after April 19, 2019. 

 
Monday, April 22 Resubmission of Three-Dimensional Worldview Survey Reflection 

(as necessary) 
Tuesday, April 23 Resubmission of Textbook Reflection (as necessary) 

Resubmission of Podcast Mind Map (as necessary) 
Wednesday, April 24 Resubmission of Field Trip Presentation (as necessary) 

Resubmission of Scenario Responses (as necessary) 
Thursday, April 25 Second and additional resubmissions (as necessary) 

 
 No resubmission of assignments will be accepted after April 25, 2019. 

 
Academic Policies  
 
General Assignment Guidelines 
Please see the Horizon Format Guide for assignment submission, grammar, and formatting 
guidelines. 
 
Late Assignments and Extensions 
Students are expected to submit work by the assigned due dates, as part of their development of 
the Leadership and Administration competency. Students requesting extensions are expected to 
contact their professors before the due date. Professors may grant extensions in the case of 
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extenuating circumstances, such as significant illness or a family emergency. Furthermore, no 
extensions will be granted beyond the final day of a term or semester. 

 

A late assignment will not be assessed until the student first meets with the professor or the 
Faculty Assistant to discuss whether the student’s reasons for the late submission are acceptable. 
Unexcused late submissions will be tracked across each student’s program. Multiple instances of 
unexcused late submissions will result in academic discipline, such as required tutoring, 
academic probation, failure of the course, or failure to qualify for graduation. 
 
Resubmission of Assignments 
Students have until the Friday of revision week to submit revisions, and students can only submit 
up to two revisions for each assignment. 
 
Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 
The goal of courses is to help students develop the stated competencies, not earn letter grades. 
Assignments are the means by which instructors evaluate development of those competencies. 
Consequently, students do not earn overall “grades” on individual assignments. Instead, 
assessment focuses on measuring students’ competency as outlined in the syllabus and 
assignment rubric.  For purposes of transferability to other institutions, the final competency 
designations will be translated to a comparable letter grade on a traditional transcript. The tables 
below explain Horizon’s approach:  
 

Horizon CBE Scale Descriptor Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 

U of S 
Equivalency 

E Exceeding  

Student exceeded competency 
requirements for some learning 
outcomes and met requirements for all 
remaining learning outcomes. 

     A+ 4.0 90-100 

     A 4.0 85-89 

     A- 3.7 80-84 

 

M Meeting  
Student met competency requirements 
for all learning outcomes and may have 
exceeded in one. 

     B+ 3.3 77-79 
     B 3.0 73-76 
     B- 2.7 70-72 

 

Students pass a course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all 
competency requirements for a course. If the student chooses not to meet all course competency 
requirements, the course will not be sufficient to fulfill their program requirements at Horizon. 
Nevertheless, for transferability purposes, the student will receive a letter grade of C+ or below 
on a traditional transcript.  
 

BTM 
Beginning to 
meet 

Student was beginning to meet 
competency requirements for any one 
or more learning outcomes, and met or 
exceeded competency requirements for all 
other outcomes. 

     C+ 2.3 67-69 

     C 2.0 63-66 

     C- 1.7 60-62 

 

NYM 
Not yet 
meeting  

Student was not yet meeting competency 
requirements for one or more learning 
outcomes. 

     D+ 1.3 57-59 
     D 1.0 53-56 
     D- 0.7 50-52 
     F 0.0 0-49 
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Academic Honesty 
Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 
presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 
is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 
another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 
drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected to 
give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 
drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the requirements of 
another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work). See here for 
examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student Handbook. 
 
Disability Services Information 
If you have pre-existing physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 
accommodations, please contact the Academic or Student Life departments at the beginning of 
the course so that your learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. If any conditions 
arise during the course that you wish to disclose, please contact us as soon as possible. In all 
cases you will need to provide current documentation of the disability or condition you wish to 
disclose. Horizon takes appropriate care to ensure confidentiality about any such disclosures. For 
more information, please contact Bob Williamson, Dean of Students, at 
bwilliamson@horizon.edu; or Heather Wood, Associate Dean of Students, at 
hwood@horizon.edu.   
 
Class Attendance  
In the case of illness or other unforeseen circumstances, students may miss one day of a module 
course or three days of class in a term or semester course without academic penalty. A student 
must be present for the full duration of a class period in order to be registered as present for the 
class. Students who are absent for more than the number of classes stated above will 
automatically fail the course. Students wishing to be exempted from this policy due to 
extenuating circumstances may make an academic appeal, where they will need to document and 
verify those circumstances. Students who miss a class are responsible to get missed notes or 
handouts from another student, rather than from the professor. 
 
Use of Technology 
Horizon encourages the use of electronic devices in the classroom to enhance learning. Careful 
consideration must be given to privacy issues, copyrighted materials, and the general care and 
concern for others. Please respect the following classroom policies: 

 Please use online access for course learning only. This is a matter of respect for the 
instructor’s teaching, your own learning, and fellow students who may be distracted by 
other uses. 

 Students should secure permission from the instructor to record any teaching material. 
This includes PowerPoint slides, white board illustrations, notes, and any form of audio 
or video. 

 Student feedback is a valuable input for course improvements. Please resolve any 
classroom grievance about the instructor or course with the instructor personally, through 
the Horizon College and Seminary grievance procedures, or the Populi-based course 
evaluations. It is inappropriate to air classroom grievances on a social media platform.   
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 When instructors use recording mechanisms in the classroom, recorded materials will be 
used for the sole purpose of instruction and cannot be released to any social media outlet 
without the written consent of the students whose images have been recorded. 

 In general, it is not acceptable to share photographs or videos of students in the classroom 
setting without permission from those whose images appear in such media. 
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Appendix A: Suggested Reading Schedule 
 
 

Date Reading 
Monday, March 18, 2019 Hidden Worldviews, Chapters 1 and 2 
Tuesday, March 19, 2019 Hidden Worldviews, Chapters 3 and 4 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 Hidden Worldviews, Chapters 5 and 6 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 Hidden Worldviews, Chapters 7 and 8 
Friday, March 22, 2019 Hidden Worldviews, Chapters 9 and 10 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 Hidden Worldviews, Chapter 11 
Monday, March 25, 2019 One chapter of The Universe Next Door (Naturalism OR 

Deism) 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 One chapter of The Universe Next Door (Islamic Theism OR 

The New Age) 
Friday, March 29, 2019 6 Page Response 
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Appendix B: Scenario Response Resources 
 
1. Your friend is wondering why you think Jesus is the only way to God. She comments, 

“Maybe you think that’s true, but everyone has their own truth. You should let everyone have 
their own truth. We can’t really know what’s true anyways!” 

2. Your sibling is sharing his renewed interest in spirituality. He comments: “It’s all about 
realizing our inner divinity. We just need to be spiritual.” 

3. You are taking a biology class at the university. Your professor states: “Matter is all there is. 
We don’t need a “god” to explain the world; all the evidence we need is right in front of us, 
only waiting to be discovered by the scientific method.”   


