
 

T321 Theology II 
3 credits. Prerequisites: Theology I 

 
 
March 18-April 25, 2019 Steve Harris, Ph.D. 
Term D sharris@redeemer.ca 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00-10:30am   

 
Course Content and Goals  
 
Course Description 
A study of the Christian doctrines of Christ, salvation, the church, and eschatology. 
 
Relationship to Horizon’s Mission 
As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare competent Christian leaders, this course will help 
students grow in the following core competency:  

 Biblical and Theological Literacy: demonstrate biblical and theological literacy by 
interpreting God’s Word carefully in order to articulate the Christian faith and discern 
unorthodox teachings. 

 
Core Competencies and Learning Outcomes 
To demonstrate competency in Biblical and Theological Literacy, students will: 

1) Create and discuss a personal statement of faith regarding the Christian doctrines of 
Christ, salvation, the church, the sacraments, and eschatology. 

 Assessment: Statement of Faith 
2) Explain and identify various ways that Christians have understood the doctrines of Christ, 

salvation, the church, and eschatology. 
 Assessment: Reading Summaries, Theology Tests 

3) Theologically evaluate the church they attend.  
 Assessment: Church Theological Assessment 

 
In addition, my hope is that you will appreciate the particularity of the evangelical theological 
tradition as well as your own denomination and that you will become more aware of Christian 
theological traditions other than your own. 
 
Course Work 
 
Textbooks and Readings 
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Jones, Beth Felker. Practicing Christian Doctrine: An Introduction to Thinking and Living 

Theologically. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014. (ISBN: 978-0801049330) 
 

McKim, Donald K. The Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. 2nd edition. Louisville, 
 KY: Westminster John Knox, 2014. (ISBN: 978-0664238353) 
 

T321 Theology II Reading Pack (available on the Populi course page, under “Lessons”). 
 

Your denomination’s statement of faith.  
  

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s statement of faith. 
 

You should also have at least one more in-depth systematic theology in your personal library. I 
recommend those by Grenz, McGrath, Gunton or Migliore (see the bibliography). Yong is good 
for a recent, if somewhat unusual, Pentecostal perspective. 
 

**Students are responsible to purchase textbooks from a third-party retailer. For your 
convenience, Horizon has partnered with Kennedy’s Parable to provide textbooks. See more 
information here.   
 
Course Activities and Assignments  
 

Portfolio Components 
 Statement of Faith. This assignment must be edited and submitted to the “Statements of 

Belief e-Project” in your Portfolio. 
 Church Theological Assessment Paper. This assignment must be edited and submitted for 

the Spiritual Maturity competency page in your Portfolio (See the Portfolio Guide for a 
further description). 

 
1. Statement of Faith 
Over the course of Theology I & II, as well as in T211 Holy Spirit and the Church, you will 
develop your own statement of faith (SOF). This assignment is meant to guide you to think 
through your own position on each of the key theological topics. You should work on this after 
you have completed a reading from Practicing Christian Doctrine (and the Reading Pack, for the 
sacraments) and revise your statement after we discuss each topic in class. Include a section for 
each of the following six headings: 

1) The Person of Jesus Christ (ch. 6) 
2) The Saving Work of Christ (ch. 7, 

pp.159-165) 
3) Salvation (ch. 7, pp.141-159) 

4) The Church (ch. 9) 
5) Sacraments (pp.212-215, RP Sect. 3) 
6) Eschatology (ch. 10)

 
You should address what you read about in the textbook, as well as issues discussed in the 
lectures (e.g., theology of Israel). For the written part of the assignment (only!) you will not 
explain why you believe what you believe, but you will be asked about it in the interview. 

 You will write about 1/3 page on each of the six (6) topics. Do not exceed 3 pages total.  
 Please do not include quotations from Scripture in the body of your SOF. You may 

include Scripture references in parenthesis. For example: Jesus came to save (John 3:16). 



Theology II, Syllabus (Winter 2019), p. 3 of 8 
 
 

 To sufficiently demonstrate competency, your SOF should employ theological 
vocabulary, explain beliefs with some detail, and address both historical consensus issues 
in the church as well as areas where evangelical Christians display diversity of belief. 

Even though it will be hard to make up your mind regarding some theological issues, please still 
include a statement regarding what you believe at the moment, even if it isn’t a strong belief. 
After you submit your written SOF, you will sit in a 15-20 minute interview with the professor 
who will ask you questions about your SOF. Questions may: 

 ask you to clarify or explain certain points in your SOF. 
 ask you about issues that you may have neglected to address in your SOF. 
 ask you to explain why you believe what you believe. 

Your assessment for this assignment will be based on both the completed written SOF and your 
interview.  
 

 Related learning outcome(s): #1.  
 Assignment Length: 900 words / ≤3 pages (≤6 pages total). Due date: Apr 15 & 

18-19. 
 
2. Reading Summaries 
You will submit a reading summary for each chapter (except the eighth) in Practicing Christian 
Doctrine. After you complete each reading, you will submit about 1-2 pages double-spaced where 
you will: 

 Include a 3-4 sentence statement indicating the consensus of the church regarding the 
topics you have read about. 

 Define and summarize the various theological concepts described in each chapter. Note 
page numbers in brackets (no footnotes needed). Do not quote the textbook. Rather, 
describe the ideas in your own words in order to illustrate how well you have understood 
the ideas being described. 

 Locate each belief as aberrant, diversity, or consensus. 
Chapter 7 will require a longer reading summary, since it deals with two separate topics we 
address at more length in class (the saving work of Christ and human salvation). After you 
complete each of the chapter readings, you may also want to post a question on Populi in the 
“textbook discussion.” You can find an example RS in the Populi lesson called “Reading Summary 
Example.” This assignment will be self-assessed, meaning that after you make a completed RS 
submission, I will return an answer key to you for that chapter so that you can compare what you 
wrote to the answer key. These assignments will be marked as complete or incomplete. 
Thoroughly engaging your textbook is essential in developing your competencies which will be 
assessed in the other assignments. Therefore, you will need to demonstrate your familiarity with 
the material covered in the textbook before you will be assessed in the course assignments. 
 

 Related learning outcome(s): #2.  
 Assignment Length: 300-600 words / 1-2 pages each. Due date: Mar 20, 26; 

Apr 2, 10. 
  
3. Theology Tests  
The tests will take place on Populi. You must finish your tests before 11:59pm. To prepare for 
the tests you will complete your Reading Summaries, attend class, and read and discuss the 
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Theology II Reading Pack. When taking the tests, you will not be allowed to use any notes nor 
the textbook—the tests are closed book. The tests will ask you to:  

a) Part 1: briefly explain (2-4 sentences) the historical consensus of the church regarding the 
beliefs studied in this course. 

b) Part 2: classify (as aberrant, historical consensus, or issue of diversity) and identify 
various beliefs studied in this course.  

Before you take your tests, please see the lesson called “Notes Regarding Your Theology Tests.”  
 

 Related learning outcome(s): #2.  
 Assignment Length: about 1 hour each. Due dates: Apr 4, 18.  

 
4. Church Theological Assessment 
This assignment gives you the opportunity to theologically assess the church you attend (or your 
home church). To prepare for this paper, you will attend in person a Protestant liturgical church 
service (Anglican or Lutheran) during this course. Aside from participating in worship, the aim 
of your visit is to pay attention to the theology that is expressed, both explicitly and implicitly, 
and the various means that the church uses to communicate theology. You will also will 
complete some ecclesiology reading (Jones, ch. 9 and Reading Pack Section 3) and submit a 
statement of reading completion. The paper has three parts: 

a) A brief introduction, identifying: 
 which church you are assessing (i.e., name, location, denomination) 
 when and where you attended a Protestant liturgical church service to prepare for part 

2 of this paper. 
b) Part 1 (half of your paper): Evaluate your church theologically in relation to the nature 

of the Church. This part of your paper should address how your church expresses its identity, 
both explicitly (e.g., in worship, prayer, formal statements) and implicitly (what is implied by an 
action or statement, or by silence or absence), in relation to some or all of the following: 

 The Lordship of Christ, the promised power of the Spirit, the unity of the Church, the 
global Church, the “world”/non-Christians, etc. 

 How does your church think of itself as a “body”, “community”, “fellowship”, etc.? 
 Are those in the church thought of as “saints”, “disciples”, “members”, etc.? 
 What is the mission of the Church? How does it go about fulfilling it? 

c) Part 2 (half of your paper): Evaluate your church theologically in relation to the practice 
of the Church. This part of your paper may address some or all of the following:  

 How the church stands – or fails to stand! – under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and 
the promised power of the Spirit. (Remember theological humility, as well as 
boldness, here!) 

 How various actions in the service (esp. reading of scripture, worship, prayer, 
sacraments) express a theology of those actions, whether explicitly or implicitly. 

 Theologically-minded suggestions, with reasoning, regarding how your church could 
be more faithful to its Lord in its worship services. 

For this assignment you should explicitly draw on the following sources (include footnotes): 
 Practicing Christian Doctrine, ch. 9. 
 Reading Pack Section 3 (one or more readings). 
 Class lectures and discussion. 
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 Your own observations at your church. 
 Interviews (in person or by phone—not email) with leadership and others at your church. 
 Reflections from your participation in a Protestant liturgical church service during this 

course. 
Your paper should be about six (6) pages (1800 words +/- 10% = 1620-1980 words) in length, 
not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both with your paper).  
 

 Related learning outcome(s): #3.  
 Assignment Length: 1800 words / 6 pages. Due date: Apr 17. 

 
Time Investment  
 Time (approx.) Due Date 
Classroom time 30 hours n/a 
1. Statement of Faith 7 hours Apr 15 & 18-19 
2. Reading Summaries  16 hours Mar 20, 26; Apr 2, 10 
3. Theology 
Tests
  

26 hours Apr 4, 18 

4. Church Theological Assessment 14 hours Apr 17 

TOTAL 93 hours 
 
Assessment Rubrics 
For this course, please find assessment rubrics on the Populi course page, in the lesson called 
“Theology 2 Assessment Rubrics.” 
 
 
Tentative Class Schedule 
RS = Reading Summary assignment  RP = Reading Pack 
 
Date  Topics  Reading and Assignments Due   
Mon 18 Mar Introduction (including writing due dates in calendar)  
Tues 19 Mar Israel, the people of God’s promises   
Wed 20 Mar The only-born of the Father  RS on Jones, ch. 6 
Thurs 21 Mar Jesus of Nazareth  RP Section 
1     
   
Mon 25 Mar Discussion of Reading Pack Section 1 (Person of Christ)  
Tues 26 Mar The death of the Messiah  RS on Jones, ch. 7 
Wed 27 Mar The resurrection and ascension of the Lord 
   
  
Thurs 28 Mar Redeemed from sin, death, the devil and hell RP Section 
2    
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Mon 1 Apr Discussion of Reading Pack Section 2 (Work of Christ and human 
salvation)    
Tues 2 Apr Those whom he called RS on Jones, ch. 9 
Wed 3 Apr The Church and the churches  
Thurs 4 Apr Signs of salvation  Theology Test 1 
 
Sun 7 Apr  Attend a Protestant Liturgical Church Service 
Mon 8 Apr A missionary body   RP Section 
3     
Tues 9 Apr Discussion of Reading Pack Section 3 (Church and 
sacraments)    
Wed 10 Apr The last days  RS on Jones, ch. 
10  
Thurs 11 Apr “A time is coming. . .”: Parousia and 
resurrection  
    
 
Mon 15 Apr The judgment   SOF 
Tues 16 Apr Your kingdom come  RP Section 
4    
Wed 17 Apr  Discussion of Reading Pack Section 4 (Eschatology)   
   + Course evaluation  Church Theological 

Assessment  
  

Thurs 18 Apr Commissioning + SOF Interviews  Theology Test 
2    
 
First submissions of assignments will not be accepted after April 19. 
 
Mon 22 Apr Resubmissions of SOF & Church Theological Assessment (as necessary) 
Tues 23 Apr Resubmissions for the Theology Tests (as necessary) 
Wed 24 Apr Second Resubmission of assignments (as 
necessary)   
Thurs 25 Apr Additional Resubmissions of assignments (as necessary)  
   
No resubmission of assignments will be accepted after April 25. 
 
Academic Policies 
 
General Assignment Guidelines 
Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide for assignment submission, 
grammar, and formatting guidelines. In addition, please note: I prefer submissions on Populi in 
Word format (.doc or .docx). 
 
Late Assignments and Extensions 



Theology II, Syllabus (Winter 2019), p. 7 of 8 
 
 
Students are expected to submit work by the assigned due dates, as part of their development of 
the Leadership and Administration competency. Students requesting extensions are expected to 
contact their professors before the due date. Professors may grant extensions in the case of 
extenuating circumstances, such as significant illness or a family emergency. Furthermore, no 
extensions will be granted beyond the final day of a term or semester. 

 
A late assignment will not be assessed until the student first meets with the professor or the 
Faculty Assistant to discuss whether the student’s reasons for the late submission are acceptable. 
Unexcused late submissions will be tracked across each student’s program. Multiple instances of 
unexcused late submissions will result in academic discipline, such as required tutoring, 
academic probation, failure of the course, or failure to qualify for graduation. 
 
Resubmission of Assignments 
Students have until the Friday of revision week to submit revisions, and students can only submit 
up to two revisions for each assignment. 
 
Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 
The goal of courses is to help students develop the stated competencies, not earn letter grades. 
Assignments are the means by which instructors evaluate development of those competencies. 
Consequently, students do not earn overall “grades” on individual assignments. Instead, 
assessment focuses on measuring students’ competency as outlined in the syllabus and 
assignment rubric.  For purposes of transferability to other institutions, the final competency 
designations will be translated to a comparable letter grade on a traditional transcript. The tables 
below explain Horizon’s approach:  
 
Horizon CBE 
Scale 

Descriptor Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 

U of S 
Equivalency 

E Exceeding  

Student exceeded competency 
requirements for some learning 
outcomes and met requirements for all 
remaining learning outcomes. 

     A+ 4.0 90-100 

     A 4.0 85-89 

     A- 3.7 80-84 
 

M Meeting  
Student met competency requirements 
for all learning outcomes and may 
have exceeded in one. 

     B+ 3.3 77-79 
     B 3.0 73-76 
     B- 2.7 70-72 

 
Students pass a course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all 
competency requirements for a course. If the student chooses not to meet all course competency 
requirements, the course will not be sufficient to fulfill their program requirements at Horizon. 
Nevertheless, for transferability purposes, the student will receive a letter grade of C+ or below 
on a traditional transcript.  
 

BTM 
Beginning 
to meet 

Student was beginning to meet 
competency requirements for any one 
or more learning outcomes, and met or 
exceeded competency requirements for 
all other outcomes. 

     C+ 2.3 67-69 

     C 2.0 63-66 

     C- 1.7 60-62 



Theology II, Syllabus (Winter 2019), p. 8 of 8 
 
 
 

NYM 
Not yet 
meeting  

Student was not yet meeting 
competency requirements for one or 
more learning outcomes. 

     D+ 1.3 57-59 
     D 1.0 53-56 
     D- 0.7 50-52 
     F 0.0 0-49 

 
Academic Honesty 
Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 
presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 
is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 
another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 
drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected to 
give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 
drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the requirements of 
another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work). See here for 
examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student Handbook. 
 
Disability Services Information 
If you have pre-existing physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 
accommodations, please contact the Academic or Student Life departments at the beginning of 
the course so that your learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. If any conditions 
arise during the course that you wish to disclose, please contact us as soon as possible. In all 
cases you will need to provide current documentation of the disability or condition you wish to 
disclose. Horizon takes appropriate care to ensure confidentiality about any such disclosures. For 
more information, please contact Bob Williamson, Dean of Students, at 
bwilliamson@horizon.edu; or Heather Wood, Associate Dean of Students, at 
hwood@horizon.edu.   
 
Class Attendance  
In the case of illness or other unforeseen circumstances, students may miss one day of a module 
course or three days of class in a term or semester course without academic penalty. A student 
must be present for the full duration of a class period in order to be registered as present for the 
class. Students who are absent for more than the number of classes stated above will 
automatically fail the course. Students wishing to be exempted from this policy due to 
extenuating circumstances may make an academic appeal, where they will need to document and 
verify those circumstances. Students who miss a class are responsible to get missed notes or 
handouts from another student, rather than from the professor. 
 
Use of Technology 
Horizon encourages the use of electronic devices in the classroom to enhance learning. Careful 
consideration must be given to privacy issues, copyrighted materials, and the general care and 
concern for others. Please respect the following classroom policies: 

 Please use online access for course learning only. This is a matter of respect for the 
instructor’s teaching, your own learning, and fellow students who may be distracted by 
other uses. 
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 Students should secure permission from the instructor to record any teaching material. 
This includes PowerPoint slides, white board illustrations, notes, and any form of audio 
or video. 

 Student feedback is a valuable input for course improvements. Please resolve any 
classroom grievance about the instructor or course with the instructor personally, through 
the Horizon College and Seminary grievance procedures, or through the Populi-based 
course evaluations. It is inappropriate to air classroom grievances on a social media 
platform.   

 When instructors use recording mechanisms in the classroom, recorded materials will be 
used for the sole purpose of instruction and cannot be released to any social media outlet 
without the written consent of the students whose images have been recorded. 

 In general, it is not acceptable to share photographs or videos of students in the classroom 
setting without permission from those whose images appear in such media. 

 
Bibliography: See the Theology I syllabus (available online).  
 


