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Biblical Communication 
2018-2019 

 
Course Syllabus            3 credit hours  
R. Kadyschuk, Ph.D.           Fall 2018  
 
 
Course Content and Goals  
 
Course Description 
 
For the purpose of this course, the term ‘biblical communication’ refers to the diversity of 
avenues and methodologies, both traditional and contemporary, that are used to explore and 
present biblical content and truths to people. 
This 3-credit course is not classroom-based. It is designed to flow concurrently with the 
Internship experience and extends over two semesters (i.e., it is therefore equivalent to 1.5 credit 
hours per semester). 
This course focuses on the following areas: 

• Principles and practices of teaching and preaching the Word of God including oral 
speaking and communication skills 

• The diversity, roles and uses of digital technology in exploring and sharing the Word of 
God and elements of Christian community 

 
Relationship to Horizon’s Mission  
 
In relation to the mission of Horizon College and Seminary, and the core competencies of its 
competency-based curriculum, this course provides support for students to be:  

• Skilled Communicators 
• Biblically and Theologically Literate 
• Contextually Aware 

 
Core Competencies and Student Learning Outcomes 
 
To demonstrate competency as a Skilled Communicator, and as being Biblically and 
Theologically Literate, students will: 

1. Expand your awareness of models for preaching, in particular the art and craft of 
narrative exposition, for effective communication of the Word of God  
• Assessment: Reflective response to material in the Miller book, Preaching, and an 

oral discussion of key learning  
2. Enhance your ability to preach effective sermons 



Biblical Communication -Syllabus 2018-2019 -Page 2 of 6 
 

• Assessment: Prepare and present a sermon preferably within the context of a local 
church  

3. Expand your awareness of principles and practices of teaching and learning, which are 
core elements for being an effective teacher 
• Assessment: Reflective response to material in the Richards and Bredfeldt book, 

Creative Bible Teaching, and an oral discussion of key learning 
4. Enhance your ability to teach biblical truths effectively 

a. Assessment: Prepare and present a Bible lesson  
 
To demonstrate competency as being Contextually Aware, students will: 

1. Research the types and distinctions of digital/social media available today  
• Assessment: Outline the diverse forms of digital/social media, their characteristics 

and functions, and relative advantages and disadvantages of each form for individuals 
and in society as a whole 

2. Analyze the nature and extent to which the local church and Christian community should 
pursue worthwhile involvement in digital/social media 
• Assessment: Report on the topic, “Why, how, and to what extent should the Church 

be on ‘the front-line’ in the use of digital technology today?” 
3. Prepare a personal ‘philosophy of communication’ statement that reflects principles and 

practices that you view as desirable for Christian use of digital communications media 
• Assessment: A video presentation that summarizes and personalizes your views on 

this topic 
 
Course Work 
 
Required Readings 
 
Preaching and Teaching 
Miller, Calvin. Preaching: The Art of Narrative Exposition. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. 
Richards, Lawrence and Bredfeldt, Gary. Creative Bible Teaching. Revised and Expanded. 

Chicago: Moody, 1998. 
 
Digital Communication 
Dellario, David. Social Media and Ministry: How to Use Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 

YouTube, and Pinterest for Church Leaders. [no publication data; available for Kindle 
download at Amazon.ca for $1.25] 

Kelly, David. Social Media: Strategies to Mastering Your Brand - Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and Snapchat. [available for Kindle download at Amazon.ca for $1.29] 

Lazarus, Natchi. The Connected Church: A Social Media Communication Strategy Guide for 
Churches, Nonprofits and Individuals in Ministry. CreateSpace Independent Publishing, 
2017. [available for Kindle download at Amazon.ca for $3.94] 

 
Reference (not course textbooks but potential resources for Digital Communication) 
Campbell, Heidi and Garner, Stephen. Networked Theology: Negotiating Faith in Digital 

Culture. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2016. 
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Gould, Meredith. The Social Media Gospel: Sharing the Good News in New Ways. Collegeville, 
MN: Liturgical Press, 2015. 

 
Course Assignments and Activities 
 
Part 1: Preaching 
 
1.  Read Miller’s book (pages 9-214) 

• As you read each chapter, make brief notes that summarize the main points of personal 
learning you received from that chapter 

• Arrange a discussion time with Dr.K. to ‘walk through’ your notes 
• Hand in your notes after the discussion 

 
2. Prepare and present one sermon of 25-30 minutes using a methodology of your choice (e.g., 
Miller, Andy Stanley, traditional expository) 

• While preparing the sermon, read the ‘Criteria for Assessment of a Sermon -Rubric’ 
document for input on how your sermon will be assessed 

• Video the sermon 
• View the video and complete the ‘Criteria for Assessment of a Sermon -Rubric’ 

document as a self-evaluation 
• Hand in the video, your sermon notes, and your self-evaluation form 
• Schedule a discussion with Dr.K. for a debrief on the sermon 

 
Part 2: Teaching 
 
1.  Read chapters 4-11 (pages 61-195) and chapters 13-14 (pages 213 to 240) of the Richards and 
Bredfeldt text  

• For each chapter, jot one to two pages of notes that summarize the main points of 
personal learning you received from that chapter  

• Arrange a discussion time with Dr.K. to ‘walk through’ your notes 
• Hand in your notes after the discussion 

 
2.  Prepare and present a Bible lesson of 30-45 minutes using the methodology presented in 
Richards’ book 

• Use the ‘Guidelines for Bible Lesson’ document for assistance in preparing your lesson 
• Also use ‘The Effective Use of Questions in Teaching’ document for input on how to 

present your lesson 
• Video the lesson  
• View the video and complete the ‘Evaluation Form for Bible Lesson’ document  
• Hand in the video plus your self-evaluation form 
• Schedule a discussion with Dr.K. for a debrief on the lesson 

 
Part 3: Biblical Communication in a Digital Age 
 
1.  Read the Dellario, the Kelly, and the Lazarus textbooks 
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• These are quite short books that will not take long to read and there is some overlap 
between them as they describe the forms of social media 

• Also explore the other (reference but not required) textbooks if you are highly interested 
in this subject 

 
2.  Prepare a report on the topic, “Why, how, and to what extent should Christians and the 
Church be on ‘the front-line’ in the use of digital technology today?” 

• Compile a list of the major digital means of communication, including social media, in 
use today; include a brief description of the format and purpose of each media and 
relative advantages and disadvantages of each form 

• Explore a range of specific examples of ways and means that Christians and churches are 
presently using digital media to enhance their personal communications, ministries, and 
fulfilment of mission 

• Combine all your readings and research into a video narrative presentation that addresses 
the above topic; length may reach 15 to 20 minutes depending on the thoroughness of 
your research and preparation 

 
3.  Prepare a personal ‘philosophy of communication’ statement 

• Include principles and practices that you view as desirable for godly Christian use of 
digital communications media in today’s society and in the Church 

• Add this statement to the end of your video presentation 
 
Portfolio Components 
 
Items from this course that could be used as Portfolio artifacts include:  

• video and assessment reviews of a sermon 
• video and assessment reviews of a Bible lesson 
• personal ‘philosophy of communication’ statement 

 
Time Investment by Student 
 
Miller book reading and response    18 
Preparation and delivery of a sermon    16 
Richards book readings and response    16 
Preparation and delivery of a Bible lesson   14 
Digital communications -Readings    10 
  -Video of topical report     12 
  -Video of personal philosophy of communication   4 
       90 hours total 
 
Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 
The goal of courses is to help students develop the stated competencies, not earn letter grades. 
Assignments are the means by which instructors evaluate development of those competencies. 
Consequently, students do not earn overall “grades” on individual assignments. Instead, 
assessment focuses on measuring students’ competency as outlined in the syllabus and 
assignment rubric.  For purposes of transferability to other institutions, the final competency 
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designations will be translated to a comparable letter grade on a traditional transcript. The tables 
below explain Horizon’s approach:  
 

Horizon CBE Scale Descriptor Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 

U of S 
Equivalency 

E Exceeding  

Student exceeded competency 
requirements for some learning 
outcomes and met requirements for all 
remaining learning outcomes. 

     A+ 4.0 90-100 
     A 4.0 85-89 
     A- 3.7 80-84 

 
M Meeting  

Student met competency requirements 
for all learning outcomes and may have 
exceeded in one. 

     B+ 3.3 77-79 
     B 3.0 73-76 
     B- 2.7 70-72 

 

Students pass a course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all 
competency requirements for a course. If the student chooses not to meet all course competency 
requirements, the course will not be sufficient to fulfill their program requirements at Horizon. 
Nevertheless, for transferability purposes, the student will receive a letter grade of C+ or below 
on a traditional transcript.  
 

BTM Beginning 
to meet 

Student was beginning to meet 
competency requirements for any one 
or more learning outcomes, and met or 
exceeded competency requirements for all 
other outcomes. 

     C+ 2.3 67-69 

     C 2.0 63-66 

     C- 1.7 60-62 
 

NYM Not yet 
meeting  

Student was not yet meeting competency 
requirements for one or more learning 
outcomes. 

     D+ 1.3 57-59 
     D 1.0 53-56 
     D- 0.7 50-52 
     F 0.0 0-49 

 

Academic Policies  
 
General Assignment Guidelines 
Please see the Horizon Format Guide for assignment submission, grammar, and formatting 
guidelines. 
 
Late Assignments and Extensions 
Students are expected to submit work by the due dates. This expectation is related to developing 
reliable leadership and administrative competencies. Students are welcome to request extensions 
from their professor, who may grant them but only in the case of extenuating circumstances. 
Furthermore, no extensions will be granted beyond the final day of a term or semester.  
 
A late assignment will not be assessed until the student first meets with the professor to discuss if 
the student’s reasons for the late submission are acceptable. Unexcused late submissions will be 
tracked across your program. Multiple instances of unexcused late submissions may result in 
academic discipline, such as required tutoring, academic probation, failure of the course, or 
failure to qualify for graduation.       
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Academic Honesty 
Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 
presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 
is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 
another person have no doubt which words or research results belong to the student and which 
are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected 
to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 
drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the requirements of 
another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work). See here for 
examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student Handbook. 
 


