
  

 
G230 Ethics and Morality – AE 

3 credits. Prerequisites: none 
 

September 15, 2016 – January 15, 2017 
Andrew Gabriel, Ph.D. 
agabriel@horizon.edu 
www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com  
 
Course Description 
A survey of ethical systems with an emphasis on the development of an adequate Christian 
approach, followed by a discussion of current ethical and moral issues. Ethical issues discussed 
include abortion, stem cell research, reproductive technologies, euthanasia, sexual ethics, war, 
and ethics in ministry. 
 
Relationship to Horizon’s Mission and Competencies 
As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare leaders, this course helps students develop an 
evangelical Christian worldview and develop their critical thinking skills. Therefore, the primary 
area of competency development that applies to this course is:  

• Contextually Aware: Demonstrates a healthy view of self, a Christian view of the world, 
and practices appropriate ways to engage culture. 

 
Essential Elements of Competency (EE) 

1. Evaluates contemporary ethical issues. 
2. Identifies and critiques ethical theories at play in both their own and other’s ethical 

decisions. 
3. Evaluates competing scholarly opinions. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes (LO) 
By successfully completing this course, students will demonstrate the following criteria: 
Knowing 

1. Critique various ethical systems, theories, and principles. (see EE 2). 
2. Identify ethical theories at play in ethics case studies (see EE 2). 

Doing  
3. Evaluate contemporary ethical issues (see EE 1, 2, 3). 
4. Plan safeguards for ethical practices in ministry (see EE 1). 

 
Additional Course Objectives (not assessed) 
Students will also: 
Being 

• Value the contribution of the Christian tradition for ethical decision making. 
• Appreciate the significance and challenge of contemporary ethical issues.

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/
http://www.horizon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/competency-wheel-with-icons-web.jpg
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Portfolio Components 
This course supports the following portfolio component (see the Student Handbook for a further 
description): 

• A copy of your Contemporary Ethics Story Research Paper. 
 
Textbooks 
 

Rae, Scott B. Moral Choices: An Introduction to Ethics. 3rd edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
 2009.  (ISBN: 0310291097) 
 

Trull, Joe E., and James E. Carter. Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church Leaders. 
 2nd edition. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004. (ISBN: 0801027551) 
 
Course Activities and Assignments   

Learning Activity / Assignment* Time 
(approx.) Due Date 

Related 
Learning 
Outcomes 

Related 
Essential 
Elements 

Learning 
Activity or 
Assignment* 

1. Lecture Attendance and Interaction 20 hours Oct 21; 
Nov 4, 18; 
Dec 9 

all all Activity 

2. Ethics and Ministry Paper 14 hours Oct 5 4 1 Assignment 
3. Practice Quizzes 14 hours n/a 1, 2, 3 1, 2 Activity 
4. Tests 4 hours n/a 1, 2 2 Assignment 
5. Case Studies 20 hours n/a 3 1, 2 Assignment 
6. Current Ethics Story Research 
        Paper 

24 hours Jan 13 1, 2, 3 all Assignment 

TOTAL approx. 96 hours 
 
* “Learning activities” are formative and integral for supporting your learning progress. You will 
need to demonstrate your familiarity with the material in the learning activities before you will 
be assessed in the assignments. Assignments, which may be resubmitted as necessary, become 
the final assessment of your competencies for this course and determine your course competency 
designations (i.e., grades). 
 
1. Lecture Attendance and Interaction (all EE; all LO)  *Due Oct 21; Nov 4, 18; Dec 9 
Your lecture interaction will take place in each of the lesson discussions on Populi (see an 
example here). “Attending” lectures for this course involves watching lectures on Populi and 
reading handouts and notes. By the following due dates, submit a statement indicating how 
many of the lessons you completed (including case studies, quizzes, tests, etc.):  
 Lessons 1-3 by Oct 21 Lessons 7-9 by Nov 18 
 Lessons 4-6 by Nov 4 Lessons 10-12 by Dec 9 
This learning activity will help build your competencies for all essential elements related to this 
course, which will be assessed in the other assignments. You will need to demonstrate your 
familiarity with the material covered in the lectures before you will be assessed in the course 
assignments. You can demonstrate your familiarity with the material by interacting online. 
Hence, aim to post at least three thoughts for an average lesson (although lessons vary in 
length). For your posts: 

http://books.google.ca/books?id=5llPjOOggrgC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Moral+Choices:+An+Introduction+to+Ethics&hl=en&sa=X&ei=OePIUNyiMsKCyAGOioCIBw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=yq1LqjgUxJ0C&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
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a) One of your posts for each lesson should raise a question that you had (based on either 
the textbook reading or lecture material) and the potential answer(s) that you found to 
your question (i.e., you will do a bit of research to answer your question!).  

b) Whenever I ask a question to the class in the lecture, you should pause the lecture and 
think about how you would answer it and post your thoughts on the lesson’s discussion 
(similarly, if you were in class you would also stop and think about how you would 
answer my questions). There may be times where you think the same thing as what 
another student has said. Try to add something, however, even if you just say, “I agree 
with such and such a point, because….”  

c) In addition, act as though you were actually in class and then post whatever you would 
have said if you raised your hand in class or were asked to share in class and were to have 
contributed that way. You might note things that you find inspiring or that you are 
learning throughout the lectures that will help you minister more effectively.  

d) Interact with the posts of other students by responding to some of the other students’ 
posts. 

See the “Lecture Interaction Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Ethics Assessment 
Rubrics”) for descriptors of how this learning activity will be assessed.  
Accessing Online Lesson Discussions 
-Within a lesson, click on the discussion on the right side of the page (see an example here). 
-If you are submitting a new post, scroll to the bottom of the discussion and enter your post in the 
dialogue box. Click on “Leave a comment” to post your thoughts. 
-If you are submitting a response to someone else, please click on “reply” at the bottom of their 
post. This will open a new box that will allow your reply to appear underneath their post. 
 
*NOTE: Activities/Assignments 1-5 are completed throughout the lecture phase for this course. 
In other words, the due dates for these activities/assignments overlap with and alternate between 
each other. 
 
2. Ethics and Ministry Paper (see LO 4; EE 1) * Due Oct 5 
You will complete this assignment at the end of lesson 2 (found on Populi). This assignment 
helps you plan and prepare for the ethical challenges of ministry. For this assignment you will: 

a) First view the lectures in the “Ethics in Ministry” lesson on Populi. 
b) Read chapters 4, 5, and 7 and then pages 78-88 in the book Ministerial Ethics 

(=80 pages total).  
c) After completing the reading, you will engage in discussion about the reading with 

two pastors (they do not need to read the book). You should discuss and get feedback 
from the pastors regarding: 
• What surprised you in the reading and lectures. 
• What ethical issues you think would be most challenging for people in ministry. 
• Discuss possible things people can do to overcome the challenges you identified. 
• Discuss realistic things that people can do in order to avoid sexual misconduct. 

d) Next you will write a 550-650 word reflection paper (about 2 pages). For your 
paper: 
• At the top, indicate the names of the pastors that you discussed this assignment 

with. 
• No introduction or conclusion is necessary.  

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
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• Draw on and cite (via footnotes) your reading, the discussions you had, and the 
class lecture material. 

• Identify and explain:  
o 3 issues you think are most challenging for people in ministry, and 
o what safeguards you will put in place for yourself as you face these issues in 

various life contexts. 
• Include a paragraph stating what measures you plan to take to avoid sexual 

misconduct. 
• See the “Ethics and Ministry Paper Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson 

“Ethics Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptors of how this assignment will be 
assessed. 

 
3. Practice Quizzes (See LO 1, 2, 3; EE 1, 2)  * Quiz times indicated in Populi lessons 
You will complete three practice quizzes on Populi. The lessons in Populi will indicate for you 
when you should complete each quiz and any reading that is required (for quiz 1, you will read 
chapters 2-4 in Moral Voices, =84 pages of reading). These quizzes are meant to be learning 
experiences, not evaluations of your knowledge; hence, each quiz is open book and you should 
be using your notes and textbook to help you complete each quiz.  
 
4. Tests (see LO 1, 2; EE 2) * Test times indicated in Populi lessons 
You will complete two tests on Populi that are related to ethical theories. Both tests are closed 
book—you may not use any notes, your textbook, etc. I indicate on Populi when you should take 
each test. At that point, the lesson will give you more detail about the content of each test. When 
you determine you are sufficiently prepared, you may request to take a test. Please send me an e-
mail at least one business day before you intend to take a test explaining what you did to prepare 
and, if I agree that you have sufficiently prepared, I will make the test available for you on Populi. 
See the “Tests Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Ethics Assessment Rubrics”) for 
descriptors of how the tests will be assessed. 
 
5. Case Studies (see LO 3; EE 1, 2)  *Due with each reading (indicated in Populi lessons) 
This assignment assesses both your ability to evaluate contemporary ethical issues and your self-
awareness of the ethical theories that you are engaging as you make your arguments. See the “Case 
Studies Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Ethics Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptors of 
how the case studies will be assessed. You will discuss five case studies on Populi. In preparation 
for each of the case studies you will read the relevant chapter in Moral Choices (total=126 pages 
of reading). On Populi I will also indicate which review questions you will complete from the end 
of each chapter (you don’t need to submit your answers). For each of the five chapter readings, you 
will write a 300-400 word response to an ethical case study. I indicate on Populi which case 
studies you will respond to. In your responses, please: 

• Note which case study you are responding to. 
• Answer the questions that are listed in the textbook after the case study.  
• Draw on and cite your textbook reading and class discussions. When you refer to 

something specific from the textbook, please note the page number.  
• Identify which ethical theories you are engaging in as you answer the questions. 

You can do this simply by including the name of the theory in brackets at the end 
of any sentence(s) where you are making an ethical argument. 
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6. Current Ethics Story Research Paper (see LO 1, 2, 3; all EE)  * Due Jan 13 
You will write your research paper in response to an ethical issue as it is presented in a recent 
magazine, newspaper, or online news article (preferably published during the course). See the 
“Ethics and Research Paper Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Ethics Assessment Rubrics”) 
for descriptors of how your paper will be assessed. The structure of your paper should be as 
follows: 

a) Introduction. Your thesis statement should clearly state your position on the issue. 
b) Context Description (about 1 page): 

a. Briefly summarize the content of the article (1 paragraph). 
b. Identify the one ethical issue from the source that your paper will address. 
c. Describe the ethical position advocated in the article as well as the ethical 

theory(ies) that the article uses to support its position (about 1 page). 
c) Context Analysis (6-8 pages): Critically interact with the issue and the perspective 

presented in the article (this should be the majority of your paper). This section of your 
paper should: 

• Defend your position in a responsible manner. Do not argue about whether or not 
something should be legal—that is a different question than whether or not 
something is ethical (e.g., adultery is unethical, but not illegal). 

• Demonstrate an awareness of and responsible engagement with the ethical, 
biblical, and theological issues involved. 

• Also aim to provide arguments that would be persuasive to a secular audience 
(that is, without explicit reliance on Scripture).  

• Indicate which ethical theories you are utilizing as you build your argument. 
• As you engage those who disagree/agree with you should note what ethical theory 

they are utilizing. 
• Present and respond to alternative perspectives fairly. 

d) Conclusion 
In addition, for your paper: 

• Attach a copy of the article you are responding to (a scanned pdf or web link). 
• Aim for 2500 words (a minimum of 2250 words and no more than 2750 words = approx. 

7-9 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 
your paper). Papers that fall outside of the length requirements for an assignment may 
not be assessed.  

• Record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  
• Use a minimum of 7 scholarly1 sources, including at least one journal article2 and one 

web page (dictionary definitions do not count as sources).  
  
                                                 

1 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 
is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. The necessity of using ‘scholarly’ sources means that you 
will likely want to plan to access an academic library. Some larger cities will have a small supply of academic books 
in their public library systems. 

2 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one 
time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the 
electronic search databases once you login to the STU Library page (see this video). An internet search can help you 
as well (although this would not be as helpful).  

http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
http://library.uvic.ca/instruction/research/scholvpop.html
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
http://screencast.com/t/YdxLTQ2JIx
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General Assignment Guidelines 
Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide for assignment submission and 
formatting guidelines. In addition, please note: I will accept submissions on Populi in either 
MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or as PDF files. 
 
Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 
The goal of courses is to help students develop the stated competencies, not earn letter grades. 
Assignments are the means by which instructors evaluate development of those competencies. 
Consequently, students do not earn overall “grades” on individual assignments. Instead, 
assessment focuses on measuring student mastery of a competency’s essential elements as 
outlined in the syllabus and assignment rubric.  For purposes of transferability to other 
institutions, the final competency designations will be translated to a comparable letter grade on 
a traditional transcript. The tables below explain Horizon’s approach:  
 

Horizon CBE 
Scale 

Descriptor Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 

U of S 
Equivalency 

E Exceeding  
Student exceeded requirements for 
some elements of competency and met 
all remaining elements. 

     A+ 4.0 90-100 
     A 4.0 85-89 
     A- 3.7 80-84 

 
M Meeting  

Student met requirements for all 
elements of competency and may have 
exceeded in one. 

     B+ 3.3 77-79 
     B 3.0 73-76 
     B- 2.7 70-72 

 

Students pass a course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all 
competency requirements for a course. If the student chooses not to meet all course competency 
requirements, the course will not be sufficient to fulfill their program requirements at Horizon. 
Nevertheless, for transferability purposes, the student will receive a letter grade of C+ or below 
on a traditional transcript.  
 

BTM Beginning 
to meet 

Student was beginning to meet 
requirements for any one or more 
elements of competency, and met or 
exceeded competency requirements for 
all other elements. 

     C+ 2.3 67-69 

     C 2.0 63-66 

     C- 1.7 60-62 
 

NYM Not yet 
meeting  

Student was not yet meeting 
requirements for one or more 
elements of competency. 

     D+ 1.3 57-59 
     D 1.0 53-56 
     D- 0.7 50-52 
     F 0.0 0-49 

 
Late Assignments and Extensions 
Students are expected to submit work by the due dates. This expectation is related to developing 
reliable leadership and administrative competencies. Students are welcome to request extensions 
from their professor, who may grant them but only in the case of extenuating circumstances. 
Furthermore, no extensions will be granted beyond the final day of a term or semester. A first 
unexcused late submission will be given a warning from the professor. A second unexcused late 
submission will receive a written warning from the academic dean. Further instances of 

http://www.horizon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Format-Guide.pdf
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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unexcused late submissions may result in academic discipline such as required tutoring, 
academic probation, or failure to qualify for graduation.    
 
Academic Honesty 
Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 
presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 
is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 
another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 
drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected to 
give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 
drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the requirements of 
another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work). See here for 
examples of plagiarism. See further guidelines in the Student Handbook. 
 
Disability Services Information 
If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 
accommodations, please contact the Student Services department as early as possible so that your 
learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide current 
documentation of your disability or condition. For more information, please contact Bob 
Williamson, Dean of Students, at bwilliamson@horizon.edu or Sonia Friesen, Associate Dean of 
Students, at sonia@horizon.edu. 
 
 
Course Timeline   
 
Bold = due for submission     ME = Ministerial Ethics book MC = Moral Choices book 
 
Please complete your assignments in the following order. The Lessons on Populi will indicate 
when to read your textbooks and when to complete the quizzes, tests, and case studies.  
 
Week 1 Course Introduction, Lesson 1-2 
  Start ME reading 
 
Week 2-3 Finish ME reading, discuss it with pastors 
  Due Oct 5  Ethics and Ministry Paper  
  Start Lesson 3 by beginning to read MC for practice quiz 1. 
 
Week 4 Finish reading required for practice quiz 1 
  Practice quiz 1 
 
Week 5 Complete Lesson 3 lectures 
  Due Oct 21  Lessons 1-3 (submit statement of completion) 
   
Week 6 Lesson 4 
  Test 1 
  Lesson 5 

http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
mailto:bwilliamson@horizon.edu
mailto:sonia@horizon.edu
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Week 7 Lesson 6 
Read MC ch 10 
Case study in Lesson 6 

  Due Nov 4  Lessons 4-6 (submit statement of completion) 
   
Week 8 Lesson 7-8 

Practice quiz 2 
   
Week 9 Lesson 9 
  Read MC ch 5 

Case study in Lesson 9 
  Due Nov 18 Lessons 7-9 (submit statement of completion) 
   
Week 10 Lesson 10 

Practice quiz 3 (in lesson 10) 
  Read MC ch 6 
  Case study in Lesson 10 
 
Week 11 Lesson 11 
  Read MC ch 8 
  Case study in Lesson 11 
  Test 2 
 
Week 12 Lesson 12 
  Read MC ch 11 
  Case study in Lesson 12 
  Due Dec 9 Lessons 10-12 (submit statement of completion) 
 

 
end  Due Jan 13  Current Ethics Story Research Paper 
 
 
Assignments are due according to the Saskatchewan time zone.  
 
No assignments will be accepted after January 15, 2017.  
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http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/ethics
http://www.paoc.org/about/what-we-believe
http://www.paoc.org/about/what-we-believe
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http://books.google.ca/books?id=vFpKVBQzTbYC&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Cambridge%20Companion%20to%20Christian%20Ethics&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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http://books.google.ca/books?id=YDhxsJDrCqcC&lpg=PP1&dq=What%20Does%20the%20Lord%20Require%3F%20A%20Guide%20for%20Preaching%20and%20Teaching%20Biblical%20%09Ethics&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=YDhxsJDrCqcC&lpg=PP1&dq=What%20Does%20the%20Lord%20Require%3F%20A%20Guide%20for%20Preaching%20and%20Teaching%20Biblical%20%09Ethics&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
mailto:library@horizon.edu
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http://books.google.ca/books?id=hAcUIjva2E8C&lpg=PP1&dq=Reviving%20Evangelical%20Ethics%3A%20The%20Promises%20and%20Pitfalls%20of%20Classic%20%09Models%20of%20Morality&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=mXd5P2YogeIC&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Scandal%20of%20the%20Evangelical%20Conscience%3A%20Why%20are%20Christians%20Living%20Just%20Like%20%09the%20Rest%20of%20the%20World%3F&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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