
 
G209 Communication Skills (3 credits) 

Prerequisites: none 

 

September 12 – December 16, 2016 Leanne Bellamy, MFA in Writing 

Terms A & B lbellamy@horizon.edu  

  

 

 

Course Description 

 

All communication involves a contract between the communicator and his or her audience. This 

course will equip students to assess, use, and distinguish between the different types of contracts 

required for various communicative contexts.  

 

Specifically, students will consider the following questions in relation to a variety of 

communicative tasks, including written, oral, and web-based composition: What is your purpose 

and in what context are you attempting to communicate your message? Who is your audience 

and what are their expectations? What is your medium? What constraints do you face? How do 

you know if you have communicated clearly? How do you predict and assess an audience's 

response? 

 

Relationship to Horizon’s Mission and Core Competencies 

Three areas of competency development apply to this course:  

 Skilled Communicator (SC) – a skilled communicator conveys ideas and direction to 

individuals and to large and small groups through verbal, written, and electronic means.  

mailto:lbellamy@horizon.edu
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 Contextually Aware (CA) – students who are contextually aware demonstrate a healthy 

view of self, discern political, social, and cultural patterns, ascribe to a 

Christian/biblically informed view of the world, and practice appropriate ways to engage 

culture.  

 Biblically and Theologically Sound (BTS) – students who are biblically and theologically 

sound will apply God’s word carefully, discern unsound teachings, and confidently 

uphold the Christian faith.  

  

Essential Elements of Competency Development (EE) 

In order to achieve the stated learning outcomes, students must demonstrate competency in the 

following areas: 

1. Conveying ideas to individual, small group, and large group audiences. (SC)  

2. Presenting ideas in written and oral formats. (SC)  

3. Using Canadian Standard English (grammar and style) for written composition. (SC)  

4. Reading and comprehending written text. (SC)  

5. Using emotional information to guide critical assessment and communicative behaviour. 

(SC)  

6. Using logic and reason to persuade and influence an audience, taking a creative position 

while taking into account the complexities of an issue, representing other points of view 

fairly, and stating logical conclusions. (SC)  

7. Communicating research content by using appropriate formats, engaging helpful tools, and 

properly attributing information and ideas to sources. (SC) 

8. Adapting behaviour to produce communication appropriate for various social settings. 

(CA) 

9. Interpreting biblical passages appropriate to their genre. (BTS) 

10. Composing and defending interpretations of scripture. (BTS) 

 

Learning Outcomes (LO) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following: 

1. Demonstrate genre awareness: Understand that communication implies a contract 

between the communicator and an audience wherein a set of agreed-upon conventions (or 

rules) facilitate the exchange of ideas and information.  (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9) And, 

understand how using (or not using) specific conventions in specific contexts shapes 

information and affects meaning. 

2. Recognize, interpret, and use the appropriate conventions associated with different 

communicative contexts and mediums, including oral discussion, web-based 

composition, and essay writing. (2, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10) 

3. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness: Identify and interpret persuasive elements of texts and 

make effective rhetorical choices in composition. (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 9) 
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4. Compose written work using Canadian Standard English and use a style guide to help 

identify and correct usage errors. (3 and 8) 

5. Recognize the important role of editing in the composition process and develop effective 

editing habits. (2, 3, 7, and 8) 

6. Demonstrate basic research skills, including accessing and evaluating resources, 

incorporating and documenting source material, and following the format guide provided 

by Horizon College and Seminary. (7 and 8) 

7. Identify and interpret the conventional features of a Biblical parable and explain their 

rhetorical effect. (4, 9, and 10) 

 

Portfolio Components 

This course supports the following portfolio components (See Student Handbook, p. 45) for 

further description):  

 Sample of written academic work. Each student will compose a 6-8 page literary essay 

that will demonstrate the ability to research and interpret a biblical parable.  

Ministry Formation Components 

This course includes one assignment that also applies to your Ministry Formation requirements: 

Apply the various segments of their academic and biblical training in actual ministry situations. 

(1) 

 Using the form of a personal essay, each student will compose approximately 1-2 pages 

that applies an interpretation of a biblical parable to his or her field experience in 

Ministry Formation.  

 

Required Reading 

 

Buckley, Joanne. Fit to Print: The Canadian Student’s Guide to Essay Writing. 8th ed. Toronto: 

Nelson Education, 2013. 

 

Readings Package (provided on Populi) 

 

Required Listening 

 

Adichie, Chimamanda. “The Danger of a Single Story.” Filmed July 2009. TED video, 18.49. 

  Posted 2009. 

 https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?langu

age=en  

 

Pinker, Steven. “Steven Pinker says good writing in the 21st century needs clarity and  

  simplicity.” The Current with Anna Maria Tramonti. CBCradio. 1 Oct. 2014.  Web. 1 

  Sept. 2015. http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/oct-1-2014-1.2907475/steven-pinker- 

says-good-writing-in-the-21st-century-needs-clarity-and-simplicity-1.2907478  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?language=en
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/oct-1-2014-1.2907475/steven-pinker-says-good-writing-in-the-21st-century-needs-clarity-and-simplicity-1.2907478
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/oct-1-2014-1.2907475/steven-pinker-says-good-writing-in-the-21st-century-needs-clarity-and-simplicity-1.2907478
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Ronson, Jon. “When Online Shaming Spirals Out of Control.” Filmed June 2015. TED video, 

  17.11. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_ronson_what_happens_when_online_shaming_spirals_out_of_co

ntrol?language=en#t-917199 

 

Recommended Reading 

 

Rampolla, Mary Lynne. A Pocket Guide to Writing in History. 7th ed. Boston: Bedford, 2010.  

 

White, E.B. and Strunk, William Jr. The Elements of Style.  

 

Course Assignments and Evaluation 

 

Although you will be asked to complete several assignments in this course, please note that there 

are only about 17 pages of writing to do in total. The rest of the time you will be given the 

opportunity to revise and rework your writing so that you can develop your skills as a thoughtful 

and competent communicator.    

 

A. Assignments 

Term A 

1. Writing and Class Discussion (see LO# 1, 2; EE# 1, 5, 8). Students will work to convey a 

specific idea using specific conventions as provided by the instructor. Each student will 

present his or her composition and guide the class in discussing how the use of those 

conventions influenced the communication. September 14 2016.    

2. Summary and Edit (see LO# 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8). George Orwell’s “Politics 

and the English Language” has long been considered a consummate analysis of the 

quality and power of written English. Each student will compose and submit a summary 

of this essay (approximately 500 words) through Populi by September 28 2016. 

Summaries should demonstrate the use of academic style.  

3. Informal (Personal) Essay and Edit (see LO# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8). Each 

student will compose and submit a short reflection of approximately 1000 words that 

explores their Christian worldview. Due October 3 2016. Students will edit and resubmit 

their reflections as short, informal essays that each use Canadian Standard English and 

demonstrate the creation of a thesis statement, an essay structure, and a persona. Due 

October 7 2016.   

4. Expository Essay and Edit (see LO# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8). Students will 

select any text from their personal milieu and in 1000 words identify its genre, which 

conventions are being used, and explain how those conventions have been used to 

communicate an idea. Students should list and describe the context, purpose, and the 

intended audience of their text, as well as conventional features such as form, style, 

theme, diction, tone, length, medium, etcetera. Students may choose any written text they 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_ronson_what_happens_when_online_shaming_spirals_out_of_control?language=en#t-917199
https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_ronson_what_happens_when_online_shaming_spirals_out_of_control?language=en#t-917199
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like, or they may request permission to work with a graphic or video text. A complete 

first draft of the essay should be submitted through Populi, along with a copy of the text 

the student is analyzing, by October 19 2016. A final, edited draft of the essay is due 

October 21 2016.    

 

 

Term B 

5. Blog and Edit (see LO# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; EE# 1, 2, 3, 6, 8). Using WordPress, students will 

establish a personal blog and publish edited versions of assignments 2, 3, and 4. Each 

essay should be edited with attention to the conventions appropriate for online text (as 

explained in class). Draft edits are due November 9 2016. Published blog posts are due 

November 11 2016.  

6. Draft Essay (see LO# 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10). Students will 

complete one 6-8 page literary research essay in Term B. The essay will interpret one 

biblical parable or one group of related biblical parables, paying special attention to the 

genre’s conventions and their rhetorical effect. Research essays require a minimum of 

five scholarly sources, at least three of which must be print sources. The complete and 

well-developed draft essay will be submitted to the instructor and a select group of peers 

(a critique group) on November 30 2016.  

7. Peer Comments and In-Class Critique (see LO# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

9, 10). Students will read and edit the draft essays they receive from members of their 

critique group; approximately two pages (double spaced) of critical comments and 

suggestions will be written for each essay. Comments may be in point-form but must use 

complete sentences and proper grammar and spelling, and they must clearly 

correspond to specific portions of the essay. On the day of the critique, students will 

bring their comments and the corresponding edited essays to class and use them to assist 

in a “writer’s workshop.” During the workshop, students will discuss each essay in turn, 

working as a group to expand on the written comments and explore areas of success and 

failure in the essays. Throughout the process, students should remember that having 

one’s work critiqued can be a very intimidating experience; therefore, it is important to 

retain an attitude of respect for the author while making sure to highlight both 

weaknesses and strengths in the work. Students will be assessed on the quality of their 

written comments and their participation in the critique discussions. The edited essays 

and comments are due the day of the critique: December 7 2016. Please note that neither 

the first draft of the research essay nor the in-class critique are eligible for 

extensions. 

8. Revised Essay (see LO# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10). Students will 

have an opportunity to revise their essays based on the written and verbal comments they 

receive from their peers and the instructor during the critique. Assessment of the revised 

essays will focus on the quality of the essay and on the degree to which it has been 

revised. Due December 16 2016.  

9. Application (see LO# 2, 3, 4, 7; EE# 1, 2, 3, 4, 6). Interpretation and application are 

distinct but related activities. In a written composition of approximately 500-750 words, 

students will explain how their interpretations of biblical parables can be applied to their 
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field experience in Ministry Formation. Applications should be attached as an addendum to 

the literary research essay. Due December 16 2016.  

 

 

B. Time Investment and Value 

 

Reading/Listening 

Classroom time 

Assignment #1 Group writing 

Assignment #2 Summary 

Assignment #3 Personal Essay 

Assignment #4 Expository Essay 

Assignment #5 Blog  

Assignments #6 and #9 Literary Research 

Essay (draft and revised)  

Assignment # 7 Critique 

Assignment #10: Application 

  20 hrs 

30-33 hrs 

2 hrs   

4 hrs 

4 hrs 

4 hrs 

5 hrs 

 

35 hrs 

4 hrs 

4 hrs 

Total =                                          112 hrs 

 

Course Outline  

 Cognitive Dimension (knowledge and information) 

1. Elements of Rhetoric 

2. Genre and context 

3. Editing strategies 

 Conative Dimension (skills and application) 

1. Research and interpretive skills 

2. Composition 

3. Using and correcting Canadian Standard English  

 Affective Dimension (values and convictions) 

1. Emotional and cultural intelligence 

2. Biblical integrity  

3. Student of learning 

 

General Assignment Guidelines 

Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide (click here) for assignment 

submission and formatting guidelines as well as policies for late assignments, extensions, and 

rescheduling of exams.   

 

Academic Honesty 

Horizon College and Seminary uses the following definition of plagiarism from the University of 

Saskatchewan: Plagiarism is “the presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to 

http://www.horizon.edu/format-guide
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give others the impression that it is the work or idea of the presenter. Adequate attribution is 

required. What is essential is that another person have no doubt which words or research results 

are the student’s and which are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 

2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial 

phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one 

course to satisfy the requirements of another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to 

accept such work). See here for examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student 

Handbook. 

 

Disability Services Information 

If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 

accommodations, please contact the Dean of Students, Bob Williamson, as early as possible so 

that your learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide 

current documentation of your disability or condition. For more information, make an 

appointment with the Dean of Student Services at 306-374-6655 ext. 229 or 

bwilliamson@horizon.edu.   

 

Assessment/Grading 

Horizon’s grading is based on the stated criteria for learning outcomes, which is in keeping with 

a competency-based education (CBE) approach. Since competency is the focus of assessment, 

students will receive grades on assignments according to the four-level CBE scale below. 

Assessments will include feedback on specific elements of the competencies with 

commendations and suggestions for improvement. However, for transferability purposes the final 

grade for the course will include a U of S equivalency letter grade.   

 

Horizon CBE scale U of S equivalent 

E Exceeding competency requirements  A- to A+ 

M Meeting competency requirements  B- to B+ 

BTM Beginning to meet competency requirements C- to C+  

NYM Not yet meeting competency requirements  F to D- 

 

 

**Please note that in order to pass this course, you must achieve a level that either meets or 

exceeds the competency requirements.   

 

Bibliography 

http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
mailto:bwilliamson@horizon.edu.

