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Course Description 
This course provides an overview of the general history of Christianity from apostolic times to 
the present. Both external factors, such as names, dates, and movements, and internal factors, 
such as theological controversies, will be studied.  
 
Relationship to Horizon’s Mission and Competencies 
As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare competent Christian leaders, this course provides 
students with historical knowledge and research skills that will help them grow in the following 
competency: 
• Contextually Aware: Demonstrates a healthy view of self, a Christian view of the world, and 

practices appropriate ways to engage culture. 
 
Essential Elements of Competency (EE) 
Elements of being contextually aware that relate specifically to this course include a student’s 
ability to: 

1) Identify and describe key events, movements, and people in the history of Christianity. 
2) Interpret and evaluate current church issues with historical awareness. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes (LO) 
By successfully completing this course, students will demonstrate the following criteria: 
Knowing  

1) Articulate the basic outline of the history of Christianity. (see EE 1 & assignments 1 & 4) 
2) Identify and describe where key events, people, and movements fit in the history of 

Christianity. (see EE 1 & assignments 1, 3, & 4) 
Being 

3) Explain why knowledge of Church history is important for ministry and Christian life. 
(see EE 2 & assignments 3 & 4) 

Doing 
4) Interpret a worship service in light of Church history. (see EE 2 & assignments 1 & 2) 
5) Conduct historical research using secondary sources. (see EE 1 & assignment 4) 

 
  

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/
http://www.horizon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/competency-wheel-with-icons-web.jpg
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Additional Course Objectives (not assessed) 
1. Be inspired by those who have gone before us and took their commitment to Christ 

seriously. 
2. Appreciate the breadth and diversity of the church, thereby gaining a sense of “place” 

within the many church traditions. 
 
Portfolio Components 
This course supports the following portfolio component (see the Student Handbook for a further 
description): 

• A copy of your Historical Reflection (assignment 2). 
 

Textbook 
 

Mullin, Robert Bruce. A Short World History of Christianity. Revised edition. Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox, 2016. (ISBN 978-0664259631) 

 
*Students are responsible to purchase textbooks from a third party retailer. For your 
convenience, Horizon has partnered with Kennedy's Parable to provide textbooks. See more 
information at http://www.horizon.edu/academics/textbooks/. 
 
 
Course Activities and Assignments   

 
* “Learning activities” are formative and integral for supporting your learning progress. You will 
need to demonstrate your familiarity with the material in the learning activities before you will 
be assessed in the assignments. Assignments, which may be resubmitted as necessary, become 
the final assessment of your competencies for this course and determine your course competency 
designations (i.e., grades). 
 
● First submissions of assignments will not be accepted after October 14. 
● No resubmission of assignments will be accepted after October 21. 
 

Learning Activity/Assignment* Time 
(approx.) Due Date Related 

EE 
Related 
LO 

Learning Activity 
or Assignment* 

Class Engagement 28 hours Each class all all Activity 
1. Textbook Tests  32 hours see below all 1, 2, 4 Activity  
2. Historical Reflection  
     First submission 
     Resubmissions (if necessary) 

 
8 hours  

 
Sept 26 

2 4 Assignment 

as necessary Oct 19  
3. Short History Assignment 
     First submission 
     Resubmissions (if necessary) 

 
12 hours 

 
Sept 30 

all 2, 3, 5 Assignment 

as necessary Oct 20  
4. Final Exam 
     Complete Exam 
     Resubmissions (if necessary) 

 
12 hours 

 
Oct 17 

all 1, 2, 3 Assignment 

as necessary Oct 21  

TOTAL approx. 92 hours 

http://www.horizon.edu/academics/textbooks/
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1. Textbook Tests (see LO 1, 2, 4; EE 1, 2) *Test dates below 
You will need to demonstrate your familiarity with the material covered in this learning activity 
before you will be assessed in the final exam. Throughout the course you will take six textbook 
tests on Populi. The tests are meant for you to review the textbook reading and to help you 
prepare for class, your other assignments, and the exam. The tests are open book, but you should 
be well prepared to write the tests before you begin. Each test should take you less than 20 
minutes; however, you have up to 2 hours to complete each test. You will be able to write the 
tests whenever you are ready during the course. After 11:59pm on the due date, tests will no 
longer be accessible, so you must finish you test before 11:59pm. I encourage you to complete 
your tests well in advance. 
  -Fake Test (a trial for you) 

-Section 1 (Intro + ch 1-4) by Sept 14 
-Section 2 (ch 5-7) by Sept 19 
-Section 3 (ch 8-10) by Sept 23 

-Section 4 (ch 11-13) by Oct 4 
-Section 5 (ch 14-17) by Oct 7 
-Section 6&7 (ch 18-21+ Epilogue) by Oct 12 

 
2. Historical Reflection (see LO 4; EE 2)  * Due Sept 26 
You have two options for this historical reflection paper:  

a) Visit an Orthodox Church for a Sunday worship service.  
 or 
b) Visit a Roman Catholic Church for Mass on either a Saturday or a Sunday. 

Base your assignment on a visit that you make during this course (not based on a previous 
experience). To complete the assignment: 

• When you attend, be respectful. Do not “take notes” like a tourist, but participate as much 
as you are able. You may wish to take pictures after (not during) the service and include a 
few with your reflection paper. 

• Write a 500-600 word (about 2 pages) historical reflection paper. 
• Note when and where you attended a service. 
• Follow the “General Assignment Guidelines” (below).  
• No bibliography is necessary, but include footnotes. 

In your historical reflection paper you will relate your experience to what you have learned thus 
far in this class by citing both your class notes and your textbook. You need to demonstrate that 
you are interpreting the situation with historical awareness. In your reflection you might consider 
things like (but not limited to) the liturgy, the architecture, the iconography, the sacraments, the 
music, the theology expressed (verbally, but also in other ways). Do not simply report what you 
experience. Rather, you should draw on history to explain why things were the way they were 
and (perhaps) why they differed or were the same as what you are used to experiencing in a 
church service. See the “Historical Reflection” rubric (in the Populi lesson “HCE Assessment 
Rubrics”) for descriptors of how the professor will assess this assignment. 
 
3. Short History Assignment (see LO 2, 3, 5; EE 1, 2) * Due Sept 30 
There are two options for this assignment. 1) You may write a paper or 2) give a class 
presentation on a key person, an important movement, or an important event in Church history. 
See the “Short History Assignment” rubric (in the Populi lesson “HCE Assessment Rubrics”) for 
descriptors of how the professor will assess this assignment.  
 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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Regardless of which option you choose, for the first ¾ of your paper/presentation you should 
focus on reporting who/what the person, event, or movement was as well as their significance in 
the history of Christianity. For the last the last ¼ of your paper/presentation you should offer 
personal reflections regarding the contemporary significance of this person, event, or 
movement. Answer the question: how does studying this event/person/movement help you to 
better understand or approach something in today’s church context? To help you answer this 
question you might consider current church issues, how your new knowledge might affect 
ministry or Christian life, or lessons that are applicable in the church today. 
 

If you choose to present in class: 
• you must communicate to the professor your desire to present by Sept 22 at the latest 

(some presentation topics could occur before even this date). 
• keep a record of the amount of time you spent on your project and submit this with the 

project. I expect the equivalent of a paper.  
• your presentation should be about 10 minutes and may be in person or on video. 
• submit to the professor point-form notes from your research.  
• submit to the professor a bibliography. 
• use at least 5 scholarly1 sources (dictionary definitions do not count as sources). Your 5 

sources should include at least one encyclopedia/dictionary article, one book, and one 
web page. 

• provide for students an outline of key points from your presentation. 
• for the content of your presentation, see further instructions above and below. 
Possible presentation topics include: 

o Justin Martyr (100-165) or Tertullian (155-240), week 1 
o Council of Nicaea (325), week 2 
o St. Anthony of Egypt (251-356) or Basil of Caesarea (330-379), week 2 
o Iconoclastic Controversy (700s), week 3 
o Pope Gregory VII (1020-1085) or Pope Innocent III (1161-1216), week 3 
o St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), St. Dominic of Guzman (1170-1221), or 

Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274), week 3 
o John Wycliffe (1329-1384) or John Huss (1373-1415), week 3 
o Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531), John Calvin (1509-1564), Menno Simons (1496-

1561), or the Council of Trent (1545-1563), week 4 
o John Wesley (1703-1791), Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), or George Whitefield 

(1714-1770), week 4 
o Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834), William Carey (1761-1834), or the First 

Vatican Council (1870), week 5 
o Vatican II (1962-1965), week 5 

 

If you choose to write a paper, you may choose to write your paper (not presentation) on any 
movement, person, or event in the history of Christianity; however, before you begin your 
research I encourage you to have the topic approved by me (the professor) in order to ensure that 
your topic meets the intention and requirements of this assignment. If you are having difficulties 

                                                 
1 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. 

http://allisonlibrary.regent-college.edu/writing_help/scholarly_or_popular_sources
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
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thinking of a topic, you may choose one from the list of suggestions provided above or from a 
list on Populi in the lesson called “Short History Paper Topics.” When you write your paper: 

• use at least 5 scholarly2 sources (dictionary definitions do not count as sources). Your 5 
sources should include at least one encyclopedia/dictionary article, one book, and one 
web page. 

• aim for 1200 words (a minimum of 1000 words and no more than 1400 words = approx 
4 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 
your paper).  

• record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  
• follow the “General Assignment Guidelines” (below).  

 

If you are writing/presenting regarding a person, you might consider describing some of the 
following (you do not have to cover all of these issues): where/when the person lived, personal 
background, important events in their life, why they are important in Church history, their 
contributions to the church, their character, and their spiritual life. Don’t forget to include your 
personal reflections on the last page. 
 

If you are writing/presenting regarding a movement, you might want to consider (you do not 
have to cover all of these issues): the movement’s response to its contemporary setting including 
historical events which precipitated its evolution, its impact upon its surrounding culture, the 
significant individuals who gave rise to the movement, the movement’s eventual decline and/or 
development, and why it is important in Church history. Don’t forget to include your personal 
reflections on the last page. 
 

If you are writing/presenting regarding an event, you might want to consider (you do not have to 
cover all of these issues): the background of the event, what happened, why it happened, the 
important people involved, how it related to the wider historical context, the results of the event, 
and why it is important in Church history. Don’t forget to include your personal reflections on 
the last page. 
 
4. Final Exam (see LO 1, 2, 3; EE 1, 2) * Date: Oct 17 
The final exam will based upon all the material covered in class and the readings. It will include 
both objective questions (e.g., true/false, multiple choice, place in order) and longer essay 
questions. Visit the “Final Exam” lesson on Populi to download a study guide. Also, see the 
“Final Exam” rubric (in the Populi lesson “HCE Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptions of how 
the professor will assess this assignment. 
 
 
General Assignment Guidelines 
Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide for assignment submission and 
formatting guidelines. In addition, please note: I will accept submissions on Populi in either 
MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or as PDF files.  
 
  

                                                 
2 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://allisonlibrary.regent-college.edu/writing_help/scholarly_or_popular_sources
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://www.horizon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Format-Guide.pdf
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
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Late Assignments and Extensions 
Students are expected to submit work by the due dates. This expectation is related to developing 
reliable leadership and administrative competencies. Students are welcome to request extensions 
from their professor, who may grant them but only in the case of extenuating circumstances. 
Furthermore, no extensions will be granted beyond the final day of a term or semester. A first 
unexcused late submission will be given a warning from the professor. A second unexcused late 
submission will receive a written warning from the academic dean. Further instances of 
unexcused late submissions may result in academic discipline such as required tutoring, 
academic probation, or failure to qualify for graduation.         
 
Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 
The goal of courses is to help students develop the stated competencies, not earn letter grades. 
Assignments are the means by which instructors evaluate development of those competencies. 
Consequently, students do not earn overall “grades” on individual assignments. Instead, 
assessment focuses on measuring student mastery of a competency’s essential elements as 
outlined in the syllabus and assignment rubric.  For purposes of transferability to other 
institutions, the final competency designations will be translated to a comparable letter grade on 
a traditional transcript. The tables below explain Horizon’s approach:  
 

Horizon CBE 
Scale 

Descriptor Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 

U of S 
Equivalency 

E Exceeding  
Student exceeded requirements for 
some elements of competency and met 
all remaining elements. 

     A+ 4.0 90-100 
     A 4.0 85-89 
     A- 3.7 80-84 

 
M Meeting  

Student met requirements for all 
elements of competency and may have 
exceeded in one. 

     B+ 3.3 77-79 
     B 3.0 73-76 
     B- 2.7 70-72 

 

Students pass a course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all 
competency requirements for a course. If the student chooses not to meet all course competency 
requirements, the course will not be sufficient to fulfill their program requirements at Horizon. 
Nevertheless, for transferability purposes, the student will receive a letter grade of C+ or below 
on a traditional transcript.  
 

BTM Beginning 
to meet 

Student was beginning to meet 
requirements for any one or more 
elements of competency, and met or 
exceeded competency requirements for 
all other elements. 

     C+ 2.3 67-69 

     C 2.0 63-66 

     C- 1.7 60-62 
 

NYM Not yet 
meeting  

Student was not yet meeting 
requirements for one or more 
elements of competency. 

     D+ 1.3 57-59 
     D 1.0 53-56 
     D- 0.7 50-52 
     F 0.0 0-49 
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Academic Honesty 
Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 
presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 
is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 
another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 
drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected to 
give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 
drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one course to satisfy the requirements of 
another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to accept such work). See here for 
examples of plagiarism. See further guidelines in the Student Handbook. 
 
Disability Services Information 
If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 
accommodations, please contact the Student Services department as early as possible so that your 
learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide current 
documentation of your disability or condition. For more information, please contact Bob 
Williamson, Dean of Students, at bwilliamson@horizon.edu or Sonia Friesen, Associate Dean of 
Students, at sonia@horizon.edu. 
 
  

http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
mailto:bwilliamson@horizon.edu
mailto:sonia@horizon.edu
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Tentative Class Schedule 
 
Date  Topics   Tests & Assignments Due   
 
Mon 12 Sept Intro to the Course 
Tues 13 Sept Why and How of Church History   
Wed 14 Sept After Jesus (-100)  Section 1 Test (Intro + ch 1-4) 
Thurs 15 Sept Early Persecution and Conflict (100-300)  
 
Mon 19 Sept The Empire Strikes Back (300-500)  Section 2 Test (ch 5-7)  
Tues 20 Sept cont’d  
Wed 21 Sept Monasticism and the Rise of the Papacy  
Thurs 22 Sept The Phantom Menace: Early Middle Ages (500-1000)   
    (Fri) Section 3 Test (ch 8-10) 
    
Mon 26 Sept cont’d   Historical Reflection 
Tues 27 Sept Attack of the Clones: The Crusades (1000-1300)     
Wed 28 Sept cont’d   
Thurs 29 Sept Revenge of the Sith: Late Middle Ages (1300-1500)   
   (Fri)  Short History Assignment 
 
Mon 3 Oct A New Hope: Reformations and Conquest (1500s) 
Tues 4 Oct cont’d Section 4 Test (ch 11-13) 
Wed 5 Oct Biographical Focus: Martin Luther  
Thurs 6 Oct The Next Generation: Reason and Revival (1600-1800)  
  (Fri) Section 5 Test (ch 14-17)         
      
Mon 10 Oct —No Class: Thanksgiving—  
Tues 11 Oct Voyager: Late Modernity (1800s)   
Wed 12 Oct Enterprise: Recent Developments (1900s) Section 6&7 Test (ch 18-21+ Epilogue) 
Thurs 13 Oct Back to the Future: The Church Today  
  
 STUDY! 
 
*First submissions of assignments will not be accepted after October 14. 
  
Mon 17 Oct —No HCE class this week—  Final Exam 
Tues 18 Oct   
Wed 19 Oct Resubmission of Historical Reflection (as necessary)  
Thurs 20 Oct   Resubmission of Short History Paper (as necessary) 
Fri 21 Oct Resubmissions for Final Exam (as necessary)   
 
* No resubmission of assignments will be accepted after October 21. 
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