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B213 Old Testament in the New Testament: 

The Messiah (3 credits) 
Prerequisites: Introduction to Old Testament, Introduction to New Testament 

 

Sept 15–Oct 24, 2015 Adam Z. Wright Ph.D (Cand.) 

Term A adamzwright@gmail.com  

Mon-Thurs: 1:15–2:45 pm  

 

 

Course Description 

  

This course will examine the concept of Messiah in the Old Testament, Second Temple 

literature, Qumran literature and the New Testament.  The purpose is to assess the ways in which 

the concept of Messiah was communicated in a variety of different contexts.  The student will be 

introduced to a variety of scholarly literature and be invited to discuss the differences in the way 

that the expected Messiah was to save his people.  The student will then be asked to evaluate 

their own beliefs with regards to the Messiah and come to a better understanding of Jesus Christ 

as Messiah. 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon completion of this course this student will better: 

 

1. Describe the basic content of several different ancient literary sources concerning   

 messianic expectation. 

2. Understand how the Gospels present Jesus as Messiah. 

3. Explain how certain messianic expectations differ from those found in the Gospels. 

4. Utilize the tools for Old and New Testament research. 

5. Identify the distinct characteristics of several religious groups concerning their belief in 

 the Messiah. 

 

Required Readings: 
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Porter, Stanley E.  The Messiah in the Old and New Testaments.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,  

 2007. 
 

 

Additional Recommended Resources: 

 

Charlesworth, James H., Hermann Lichtenberger, Gerbern S. Oegema.  Qumran-Messianism. 

Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1998. 

 

Collins, Adella Yarbro and John J. Collins.  King and Messiah as Son of God: Divine, Human, 

and Angelic Messianic Figures in Biblical and Related Literature.  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans, 2008. 

 

Kaiser, Walter C. Jr.  The Messiah in the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1995. 

 

Varner, William.  The Messiah: Revealed, Rejected, Received.  Bloomington: AuthorHouse, 

2004. 

 

Course Assignments and Evaluation: 

 

Guidelines for all assignments: 

 

All written assignments should: 

• Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting. 

• Be typed, double-spaced and follow appropriate formatting guidelines (e.g. 1 inch 

margins). 

• Use Times New Roman font only, italics rather than underlining (including in the 

footnotes and bibliography), and footnotes only, not endnotes. 

• Not exceed the maximum length; papers will receive a grade reduction and may not be 

graded at all. 

• Employ gender-inclusive language wherever possible and appropriate. 
 

Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction. All assignments may be 

submitted to the professor’s email address (preferred) or by hard copy. I will accept submissions 

in either MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or as PDF files. If you 

are not able to do this, please submit a hard copy of your paper. When you submit electronic 

files, please name them as follows: 

Last name, First name – Course Abbreviation - Title of assignment (as given on this 

syllabus)  

Example:  Brown, Tim - Corinthians – Research Paper 

 

 

 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
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Assignments: 

 

1. Online Discussions: Use the Discussion section of Populi to enter and respond to posts on 

assigned course readings. To post on Populi, select “Lessons,” select the appropriate 

discussion topic, then select “Discussion” on the top right corner.  All posts are due before 

class begins. Although you may certainly continue discussions beyond the due-date for any 

given reading, you will not receive credit for late posts. Therefore, post early enough that 

you can respond to others’ posts and they can respond to yours.  You will be assessed on 

the depth and quality of both your initial posts and your (respectful) responses to others. 

a. Read the required bibliography listed above and choose an essay within the book to 

comment on.  Your discussion post should summarize the major thesis of the author’s 

essay as well as the major points by which the author attempts to prove their thesis.  

Your discussion post should equal 500 words and responses should equal 250 

words.  In addition to your contribution, you must respond to 4 of your colleague’s 

posts. 

 Value: Your original entry is worth 10% and each response is worth 5% equaling 30%  

        of your final grade. 

 Date due: To be discussed on the first day of class. 

 

2. Comparison Paper: Choose a passage from any of the ancient sources discussed in class and 

compare and contrast it to the ways in which a passage in the gospels portrays Jesus as 

messiah.  The student is required to use 5 secondary sources from modern scholarship.  The 

passage chosen from the gospels should be no more than 5–10 verses in length, and must be 

a relevant messianic passage.  Please check the passage with the instructor before 

beginning this paper.  The paper should be 5–8 pages in length. 

  a.   For example, a student could choose a particular “son of man” saying in the gospels  

        and discuss its potential allusion to a text in the Old Testament, Qumran literature or  

        other Second Temple literature.  Remember to check your passages with the   

        instructor! 

 Value: This paper is worth 20% of your final grade. 

 Date due: To be discussed on the first day of class. 

 

3. Reflection Paper: Write a reflection paper that discusses your perceptions and expectations 

of the messiah and how those perceptions and expectations may differ from what you’ve 

encountered in this course.  In addition, compare and contrast ancient conceptions of the 

messiah with modern Pentecostal conceptions of Jesus.  Your paper should be informed by 

and reflect both the reading and the lectures.  

  a.   This is your opportunity to provide an honest reflection of both how you understand  

        Jesus as the messiah as well as what you have been taught concerning Jesus as  

       messiah.  Also keep in mind how you will represent Jesus as the messiah in your  
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       respective ministries.  In other words, provide a paragraph or two on how this course  

       has shaped how you will teach about Jesus.  There are no “wrong” answers,        

       but you need to provide clearly constructed and intelligible statements––rambling  

       will not do.  Feel free to use as many ancient and modern sources as you see fit.  This  

       paper should be 6 pages in length. 

 Value: This paper is worth 20% of your final grade. 

 Date due: To be discussed on the first day of class. 

 

4. Final Research Paper: Write a research paper that contains a properly written thesis 

statement as well as a number of arguments that support this statement.  Topics can include–

–but are not restricted to––must the messiah be divine?  How does Jesus compare to other 

messianic figures in the ancient world?  Is Jesus’ messianic status something that he knew 

about from the beginning of his ministry?  This paper must be 8 pages in length and 

consult 8–10 secondary sources.  You will be graded on clarity of argument, paper length, 

number of sources used and formatting.   

Value: 30% of Total Grade  

Date due: To be discussed on the first day of class. 

 

Attendance and Late Policies  

Assignments are due before midnight on their due-date. Overdue assignments incur the 

following penalties: 

• 1-3 days late: 10% penalty 

• 4-6 days late: 20% penalty 

• After 6 days: an automatic “F” 

Sundays and statutory holidays are not counted in assessing penalties for late submission.  

 

  

Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Grading System*  

The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations. Letter 

grade equivalents, according to the following scale, may be used in grading assignments. The 

student’s final grades are given in percentages. A mark of less than 50% is a failing grade.  

 

90-100  A+  4.0  

85-89  A  4.0  

80-84  A-  3.7  

77-79  B+  3.3  

73-76  B  3.0  

70-72  B-  2.7  

67-69  C+  2.3  

63-66  C  2.0  
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60-62  C-  1.7  

57-59  D+  1.3  

53-56  D  1.0  

50-52  D-  0.7  

0-49  F  0.0  

 

 

90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;  

• an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express 

thoughts fluently.  

 

80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;  

• a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express 

thoughts fluently.  

 

70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of:  

• a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;  

• a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and 

techniques;  

• some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and 

constructive manner.  

 

60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with 

evidence of:  

• an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;  

• a fair understanding of the relevant issues;  

• a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;  

• a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.  

 

50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of:  
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• a familiarity with the subject material;  

• some evidence that analytical skills have been developed;  

• some understanding of relevant issues;  

• some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine 

the material in a critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful.  

 

Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance 


