
 
T321 Theology II (3 credits) 

Prerequisites: Theology I 
 

Jan 11 – Feb 19, 2016 Andrew Gabriel, Ph.D. 
Term C, Mon-Thurs, 9:00-10:30am agabriel@horizon.edu 
 www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com  
 

Course Description 
A study of the Christian doctrines of Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, and 
eschatology. 
 
Relationship to Horizon’s Mission and Core Competencies 
As part of our mission to prepare leaders, this course will help students grow in the following 
competency needed for Christian life and ministry:  

• Biblically and Theologically Literate: Applies God’s Word carefully, discerns unsound 
teachings, and confidently upholds the Christian faith. 

 
Essential Elements of Competency (EE) 

1) Explains areas of historical and contemporary diversity in theology. 
2) Composes and defends interpretations of Scripture and theology. 
3) Explains and applies Scripture and theology as a foundation for ministry (evangelism, 

worship, liturgy, etc.). 
 

Learning Outcomes (LO) 
By successfully completing this course, students will demonstrate the following criteria: 

1) Create and discuss a personal statement of faith regarding the Christian doctrines of 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, and eschatology. (see EE 2) 

2) Identify aberrant theologies regarding the Christian doctrines of Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
salvation, the church, and eschatology. (see EE 1) 

3) Explain the areas of historical consensus and identify areas of diversity among Christians 
regarding the doctrines of Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, and eschatology. 
(see EE 1) 

4) Construct a sustained theological argument on a topic relating to the doctrines of Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, or eschatology. (see EE 2) 

5) Evaluate ministry experience in light of ecclesiology. (See EE 3) 
 
Additional Course Objectives 
Students will also: 

1) Appreciate the particularity of the evangelical theological tradition as well as their own 
denomination. 

2) Become more aware of Christian theological traditions other than their own. 
3) Be equipped to minister with greater biblical and theological clarity. 

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/
https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/images/0029/9158/Learning_Outcomes_7__Fixed_.jpg
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Portfolio Components 
This course supports the following portfolio component (see the Student Handbook, p. 45 for 
further description): 

• You will expand your personal statement of faith (SOF) from Theology 1 by adding 
sections regarding the Christian doctrines of Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, 
and eschatology. See assignment 4. 

 
Ministry Formation Components 
This course includes one assignment that also applies to your Ministry Formation requirements: 

• Your Ecclesiology Paper. See assignment 6. 
 
Required Textbooks and Readings 

Hart, Larry D. Truth Aflame: Theology for the Church in Renewal. Revised edition. Grand 
 Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005. (ISBN-10: 0310259894  or  ISBN-13: 978-0310259893) 
 

McKim, Donald K. The Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. 2nd edition. Louisville, 
 KY: Westminster John Knox, 2014. (ISBN: 978-0664238353) 
 

Theology II Reading Pack (purchase at Horizon). 
 

Your denomination’s statement of faith.  
  

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s statements of faith. 
 

You should also have at least one more in-depth systematic theology in your personal library. I 
recommend those by Grenz, Erickson, Lewis and Demarest, or Migliore (see the bibliography). 
Horton’s is also fairly helpful if you are looking for something from a Pentecostal perspective. 

 
Course Learning Activities, Assignments, and Evaluation       

 

                                                 
1 “Learning activities” are formative and integral for supporting your learning. You will need to 

demonstrate your familiarity with the material in the learning activities before you will be assessed in some of the 
assignments. Assignments are the final assessment of your competencies for this course and determine your course 
competency designations (i.e., grades). 

Learning Activity / 
Assignment1 

Time 
(approx.) Due Date Related 

EE  
Related 
LO 

Learning 
Activity or 
Assignment 

Classroom time 30 hours n/a All All Activity 
Supplementary 
Reading Discussions 

4 hours Tentatively Jan 19;  
Feb 1, 8, 16 

1, 2 1-3 Activity 

Textbook Assignments  30 hours With each reading 1 2, 3 Activity 
Statement of Faith 7 hours Jan 25; Feb 16, 18 2 1 Assignment 
Theology Tests  4 hours Jan 27 (Ch7), Feb 4 

(Ch8), Feb 19 (Ch 9,10) 
1 2, 3 Assignment 

Ecclesiology Paper 6 hours Feb 9 3 5 Assignment 
Research Paper 21 hours Feb 17 2 4 Assignment 

TOTAL approx. 102 hours 

https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0038/7772/NEW_handbook_15-16.pdf
https://books.google.ca/books?id=BUaTAwAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Westminster%20Dictionary%20of%20Theological%20Terms&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
mailto:assistant@horizon.edu
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=265
http://books.google.com/books?id=NAPrXVh_56wC&lpg=PP1&dq=Grenz%20community%20of%20god&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=QVYOagUrvcgC&lpg=PP1&dq=migliore%20faith%20seeking%20understanding&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false


Theology II, Syllabus (Winter 2016), p. 3 of 8 
 

1. Classroom Time (see all EE; all LO) *See tentative schedule below 
Classroom time will help build your competencies for all essential elements related to this 
course. You will need to demonstrate your familiarity with the material covered in class (e.g., by 
attending class) before you will be assessed in the course assignments. 
 
2. Supplementary Reading Discussions (see EE 1, 2; LO 1-3) *Tentatively Jan 19; Feb 1, 8, 16 
At four points in the term you will read a section from the Theology II Reading Pack. This will 
consist of only about 5-15 pages per discussion. You will do the reading before class (announced 
ahead of time) and discuss the reading in class in groups. This reading and the discussions will 
give an important opportunity for peer support as you prepare for writing your statement of faith, 
for your theology test, and they also serve as good practice in increasing your skill in theological 
reflection. Students who come to class unprepared will not be permitted to participate in 
the discussion. Your preparedness will be determined (in part) by peer evaluation. Students who 
do not participate in the class discussions or who are unprepared may demonstrate their 
familiarity with the reading material by completing the make-up assignment (found in the 
relevant lesson on Populi). You will need to demonstrate your familiarity with the material 
covered in the supplementary reading before you will be assessed in the course assignments. 
 
3. Textbook Assignments (see EE 1, 3; LO 2, 3, 5) *Due with each reading 
Thoroughly engaging your textbook is essential in developing your competencies which will be 
assessed in the other assignments. Therefore, you will need to demonstrate your familiarity with 
the material covered in the textbook (e.g., through the theology identification papers) before you 
will be assessed in the course assignments. This learning activity has three parts: 
Part 1: Reading—For this course you will read chapters 7-10 of Truth Aflame. The four 
chapters you will read for this course are broken up into seven readings (reading 7A= pp. 279-
331, 7B= pp. 331-367, 8A= pp. 370-404, 8B= pp. 404-459, 10= all, 9A= pp. 462-488, 9B= pp. 
488-532). Each time you complete a reading from the textbook, you should be working on parts 
2-3 of this learning activity plus your SOF.  
Part 2: Theology Identification—After you complete each reading, you will submit about 1 
page double-spaced where you will: 

• Include a 3-4 sentence statement indicating the consensus of the church regarding the 
topic you have read about. 

• Define and summarize the various theological concepts described in each chapter. Note 
page numbers in brackets (no footnotes needed). Do not quote the textbook. Rather, 
describe the idea in your own words in order to illustrate how well you have understood 
the ideas being described. 

• Locate each belief as aberrant, diversity, or consensus. 
See the “Theology Identification Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Theology 2 
Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptors of how these papers will be assessed. 
Part 3: Questions—After you complete each of the eight readings, you might also want to post 
a question on Populi in the “class discussions.” Please note what page(s) your question relates to. 
You may explain your question in 1-2 sentences if needed. We will discuss some of the 
questions in class when the topic relating to your question comes up. This learning activity will 
1) give you practice in theological reflection, and 2) give possible opportunity for us to discuss 
and answer your questions in class. These questions will not be assessed but note that a strong 
question: 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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• Is insightful and demonstrates that you are thinking deeply and critically about the 
material. 

• Is not vague. 
• Usually cannot be answered with ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ 

Posting Your Questions 
-log in to Populi 
-click on the course (right side of the page) 
-click on the “Discussions” tab (near the top, in the menu for the course) 
-click on the appropriate discussion that you want to enter 
-scroll to the bottom of the discussion and enter your post in the dialogue box. Click on “Leave a 
comment” to post your question. 
 
4. Statement of Faith (see EE 2, LO 1) *Due Jan 25, Feb 16, Feb 18 
Throughout the course you will write a statement of faith (SOF). The assignment is meant to 
guide you to think through your own position on each of the key theological topics. You should 
work on this after you have completed each section of reading and revise your statement after we 
discuss each topic in class. Include a section for each of the following seven headings: 
 -Christology (mostly from Ch7A and the first part of 7B) 
 -The Saving Work of Christ (most of 7B) 
 -Pneumatology (Ch8A) 
 -Receiving Salvation (Ch 8B) 
 -Ecclesiology (ch 10) 

-Sacraments (part of ch 10) 
 -Eschatology (two sections on ch 9A and 9B, or one longer section on all of ch 9) 
You should address what you read about in the textbook, as well as issues discussed in the 
lectures (e.g., theology of religions). For the written part of the assignment (only!) you will not 
explain why you believe what you believe, but you will be asked about it in the interview. 

• You will write about 1/3 page on each of the 7 topics. Do not exceed 3.5 pages total.  
• Please do not include quotations from Scripture in the body of your SOF. You may 

include Scripture references in parenthesis.  
• To sufficiently demonstrate competency, your statement of faith should employ 

theological vocabulary, explain beliefs with some detail, and address both historical 
consensus issues in the church as well as areas where evangelical Christians disagree. 

Even though it will be hard to make up your mind regarding some theological issues, please still 
include a statement regarding what you believe at the moment, even if it isn’t a strong belief. For 
your SOF, you are not going to be graded on what you believe, so it is fine if you disagree with 
me or your own denomination. 
 

You will need to demonstrate your familiarity with the material in the learning activities before 
you submit your SOF. You will submit your SOF twice during the course. I will give you 
feedback after your first submission and again after your interview. After your second 
submission of your SOF, you will sit in a 15-20 minute (no longer) interview with the professor 
who will ask you questions about your SOF. Questions may: 

• ask you to clarify or explain certain points in your SOF. 
• ask you about issues that you may have neglected to address in your SOF. 
• ask you to explain why you believe what you believe. 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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Your assessment for this assignment will be based on both the completed written SOF and your 
interview. See the “Statement of Faith Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Theology 2 
Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptors of how this assignment will be assessed. Students who do 
not submit their completed SOF on time will not be scheduled for a SOF interview and, 
therefore, will need to apply for a course extension. 
 
5. Theology Tests (see EE 1; LO 2, 3) *Due Jan 27 (Ch 7), Feb 4 (Ch 8), Feb 19 (Ch 9,10)  
At three points during the course you will complete tests on Populi. You will need to 
demonstrate your familiarity with the material in the learning activities before you can take each 
test. To prepare for the tests you should review your lecture notes, your notes from the 
supplementary reading discussions, as well as your theological identification work (which you 
should have revised after I marked them). When you determine you are sufficiently prepared, 
you may request to take a test. Please send me an e-mail at least one business day before you 
intend to take each test explaining what you did to prepare and, if I agree that you have 
sufficiently prepared, I will make the test available for you on Populi. Plan to finish your tests 
before 11:59pm on their due dates. You will not be allowed to use any notes nor the textbook. 
The tests will ask you to:  

a) Part 1: briefly explain (2-4 sentences) the historical consensus of the church regarding the 
beliefs studied in this course. 

b) Part 2: classify (as aberrant, historical consensus, or issue of diversity) and identify 
various beliefs studied in this course.  

See the “Theology 2 Tests Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Theology 2 Assessment 
Rubrics”) for descriptors of how this assignment will be assessed. 
 
6. Ecclesiology Paper (see EE 3, LO 5) *Due Feb 9 
This assignment gives you the opportunity to theologically reflect on your Ministry Formation 
experience (or other ministry experience, if you are not currently enrolled in the Ministry 
Formation course). For this paper you will reflect on how the marks and mission/purpose of the 
Church manifests itself in the ministry you are involved in. Your paper should include a: 

• Brief introduction (less than half a page), explaining what your ministry placement is and 
its context. 

• Body, which should answer the following questions: 
o What is the mission/purpose of the church? 
o How does this ministry fulfil a theological mandate? Describe specific examples. 
o Could this ministry better fulfil the theological mandate of the church? Or is it 

perhaps best suited to focus on some particular aspect of the church’s mission? 
For this assignment you should explicitly draw on the following sources: 

• Your reading of chapter 10 in Truth Aflame. 
• Class lectures and discussion. 
• Your own observations at your ministry placement. 
• Interviews with leadership and others at your ministry placement. 

Your paper should be about 3 pages (900-1100 words) and follow the general assignment 
guidelines below. Include both footnotes and a bibliography. See the “Ecclesiology Evaluation” 
rubric (in the Populi lesson “Theology 2 Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptors of how this 
assignment will be assessed. 
 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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7. Research Paper (see EE 2, LO 4) *Due Feb 17 
Note: There are different expectations for this paper (as far as paper options are concerned) in 
comparison to theology 1. See the file called “Theology 2 Research Paper Topics” for more 
details (in the lesson called “Notes Regarding Your Research Paper,” in the files section to the 
right). This assignment should be characterized by critical theological reflection and not just a 
matter of reporting what others have said. Your thesis statement should not describe a particular 
theological viewpoint. Rather, your thesis statement should reflect a theological argument that 
you will construct and defend throughout your paper. As you write your paper: 

• Follow the general assignment guidelines explained below.  
• Use a minimum of 7 scholarly2 sources, including at least one journal article3 and one 

web page (dictionary definitions do not count as sources).  
• Aim for 2100 words (a minimum of 1900 words and no more than 2300 words = approx 

6-8 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 
your paper).  

See the “Theology Research Paper Evaluation” rubric (in the Populi lesson “Theology 2 
Assessment Rubrics”) for descriptors of how this assignment will be assessed. 
 
 
General Assignment Guidelines 
Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide for assignment submission and 
formatting guidelines. In addition, please note: I will accept submissions on Populi in either 
MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or as PDF files. See the Student 
Handbook for policies regarding late assignments, extensions, and rescheduling of exams.  
 
Academic Honesty 
Horizon College and Seminary uses the following definition of plagiarism from the University of 
Saskatchewan. Plagiarism is “the presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to 
give others the impression that it is the work or idea of the presenter. Adequate attribution is 
required. What is essential is that another person have no doubt which words or research results 
are the student’s and which are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 
2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial 
phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one 
course to satisfy the requirements of another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to 
accept such work). See here for examples of plagiarism. 
 
Disability Services Information 
If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 
accommodations, please contact the Student life office as early as possible so that your learning 
and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide current documentation 

                                                 
2 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. 

3 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one 
time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the 
electronic search databases once you login to the STU Library page (see this video). An internet search can help you 
as well (although this would not be as helpful).  

http://allisonlibrary.regent-college.edu/writing_help/scholarly_or_popular_sources
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://www.horizon.edu/format-guide
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0038/7772/NEW_handbook_15-16.pdf
https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0038/7772/NEW_handbook_15-16.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
http://screencast.com/t/XrzgEKqmVtqx
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of your disability. For more information, make an appointment with Sonia Estrada at 306-374-
6655 ext. 227 or sestrada@horizon.edu.   
 
Horizon College Assessment of Student Work 
Horizon College’s grading is based on the stated criteria for learning outcomes, which is in 
keeping with a CBE approach. Since competency is the focus of assessment, assignment 
feedback includes assessments of essential elements of competencies according to the four-level 
CBE scale below as well as commendations and suggestions for improvement. Students pass a 
course only after they have demonstrated that they have met or exceeded all competency 
requirements for a course.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Bibliography: See the Theology I syllabus (available online). 
 
 
 
  

E Exceeding competency  
M Meeting competency  
BTM Beginning to meet competency  
NYM Not Yet meeting competency  

mailto:sestrada@horizon.edu
http://www.horizon.edu/course-descriptions-syllabi
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Tentative Class Schedule 
 
*Note: Reading 7A= pp. 279-331, 7B= pp. 331-367, 8A= pp. 370-404, 8B= pp. 404-459, 9A= pp. 
462-488, 9B= pp. 488-532, 10= all. 
 
Date  Topics  Reading and Assignments Due   
Mon 11 Jan Intro to the Course  Ch7A Ques + TI 
Tues 12 Jan Who is Jesus Christ?  
Wed 13 Jan cont’d Ch7B Ques + TI 
Thurs 14 Jan cont’d  
   (Fri) Ch 8A Ques + TI 
 
Mon 18 Jan cont’d  
Tues 19 Jan Supplementary Reading, Topic 1 Discussion (Atonement) Ch 8B Ques + TI   
Wed 20 Jan —Global Leadership Summit: No Class— 
Thurs 21 Jan —Global Leadership Summit: No Class— 
      
Mon 25 Jan What has Christ accomplished? SOF (Ch 7A&B, 8A&B)  
Tues 26 Jan And who is the Holy Spirit? Ch 9A Ques + TI 
Wed 27 Jan cont’d Theology Test 1 (Ch 7A&B) 
Thurs 28 Jan How are we saved? Ch 9B Ques + TI       
 
Mon 1 Feb Supplementary Reading, Topic 2 Discussion (Theology of Religions) 
Tues 2 Feb cont’d (salvation)   
Wed 3 Feb What is the Church? Ch 10 Ques + TI  
Thurs 4 Feb cont’d  Theology Test 2 (Ch 8A&B) 
     
Mon 8 Feb Supplementary Reading, Topic 3 Discussion (Baptism)    
Tues 9 Feb What are the Sacraments?  Ecclesiology Paper 
Wed 10 Feb cont’d  
Thurs 11 Feb Where are we Going? (Eschatology)     
      
Mon 15 Feb  —No Class: Family Day— 
Tues 16 Feb Supplementary Reading, Topic 4 Discussion (Hell) SOF (complete) 
Wed 17 Feb cont’d (eschatology)   Research Paper 
Thurs 18 Feb  SOF Prof Interviews (no class for Theology 2)   
________ 
 

Fri 19 Feb   Theology Test 3 (Ch 9A&B, 10) 
 
 
*The last day to submit assignments is February 20. Students needing more time may apply for a 
course extension (see p. 34 in the student handbook). 

https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0038/7772/NEW_handbook_15-16.pdf
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