
 
T321 Theology II – AE (3 credits) 

Prerequisites: Theology I 
 

Fall 2014 
Andrew Gabriel, Ph.D. 
agabriel@horizon.edu 
www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com  
 
Course Description 
 

A study of the Christian doctrines of Christ, salvation, the church, and eschatology. 
 
 
Textbooks and Readings 
 

Hart, Larry D. Truth Aflame: Theology for the Church in Renewal. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: 
 Zondervan, 2005. (ISBN-10: 0310259894  or  ISBN-13: 978-0310259893) 
 

McKim, Donald. Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Louisville, KY: Westminster  
John Knox, 1996. (ISBN: 0664255116  or  ISBN-13: 978-0664255114) 

 

Theology II – Reading Pack 
 

Your denomination’s and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s statements of faith. 
 

You should also have at least one more in-depth systematic theology in your personal library. I 
recommend those by Grenz, Erickson, Lewis and Demarest, or Migliore (see the bibliography). 
Horton’s is also fairly helpful if you are looking for something from a Pentecostal perspective. 

 
Course Goals 
 

1. Begin to understand why and how theology is done. 
2. Recognize and appreciate the doctrinal consensus of the Christian faith as well as the  
 diversity found within it. 
3. Appreciate the particularity of the evangelical theological tradition as well as your own 
 denomination. 
4. Become more aware of Christian theological traditions other than your own. 
5. Identify personal theological presuppositions and beliefs. 
6. Build a basic vocabulary of theological terms. 
7. Develop skills of careful theological analysis and reflection. 
8. Be equipped to minister with greater biblical and theological clarity. 
9. Appreciate the value of systematic theology, including the implications it has for Christian  
 living and the practice of ministry. 
 
* Note: To begin this course you should watch the course introduction video which is available 
in the lessons for this course on Populi. 

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/
http://books.google.com/books?id=jRQw9OiemgsC&pg=PP1&dq=Westminster+Dictionary+of+Theological+Terms&lr=
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=265
http://books.google.com/books?id=NAPrXVh_56wC&lpg=PP1&dq=Grenz%20community%20of%20god&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=QVYOagUrvcgC&lpg=PP1&dq=migliore%20faith%20seeking%20understanding&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Course Requirements  Grade Approx. time Approx. Pages Due Date 
 

Progress Report included in the final grade Oct 17 
Textbook Discussion and Report 25%  30 hrs online Nov 21 
Supplementary Reading Questions 10%  8 hrs 4 pages Nov 28 
Lecture Attendance and Interaction1  15%  24 hrs online Dec 5 
Research Paper  35%  24 hrs 8 pages Jan 9 
Final Exam (Reflections) 15%  4 hrs 4 pages Jan 15 
 

TOTAL 100% 90 hrs 16 pages + online 
 

 Assignments are due according to the Saskatchewan time zone. 
  

Absolutely no assignments will be accepted after January 15, 2014. 
 
I encourage you to work through your assignments slowly so that you gain the most benefit from 
your study. The course due dates are set in order to help you to do this. 
 
Late assignments will receive only a letter grade (without comments). In addition, a late penalty 
will be assessed for all overdue assignments: 1-3 days late, penalty of 10%; 4-6 days late, penalty 
of 20%; after six days late, an assignment receives a grade of 0. No assignments will be 
accepted after January 15, 2014. 
 
General Assignment Guidelines 
 

Formatting Your Assignments 
• Papers should be typed, double-spaced and follow the appropriate formatting guidelines 

(e.g. 1 inch margins).  
• Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting.  
• Use Times New Roman font only. 
• Use italics rather than underlining (including in the footnotes and bibliography). 
• Employ gender-inclusive language wherever possible and appropriate. 

Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction.  
 

Submitting Your Assignments  
Assignments should be submitted via Populi. This video explains how to submit assignments on 
Populi (the link to the video is also available on the info tab of the Populi course page). I will 
accept submissions in either MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or 
as PDF files. When you submit electronic files, please name the file as follows: 

Example:  Tim Brown – Theology 1 – Supplementary Reading Questions 
  

                                                 
1 Students must listen to all of the lectures in order to pass this course. This assignment will be completed 

at the same time as assignment 2 and 3. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/2012/10/25/updating-the-paoc-statement-of-faith-gender-and-language/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://vimeo.com/28825975
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To begin this course you should watch the course introduction video which is available in the 
lessons for this course on Populi. 
 
*NOTE: Assignments 2-4 should be completed simultaneously. 
 
1. Progress Report * Due Oct 17 
By the due date you should be completed course lessons 1-3 (see the Populi ‘lessons’ tab on the 
course page). Completing course lessons 1-3 means that you have completed the work on lessons 
1-3 for assignments 2-4 (as described below in the syllabus). More specifically, by the due date 
you should have: 

• read chapters 7-8 in Hart’s Truth Aflame. 
• discussed chapters 7-8 in the online textbook discussions. 
• completed the Reading Pack questions for the first two topics (atonement and theology 

of religions). 
• listened to and interacted with all of the lectures for lessons 1-3 on Populi.  

By the due date you will submit a one-sentence statement indicating whether or not you have 
completed course lessons 1-3. You will receive a 5% penalty off of your total grade for this 
course if you have not completed the above work by the due date. 
 
*NOTE: Assignments 2-4 should be completed simultaneously. 
 
2. Textbook Discussion and Report – 25% * Report due Nov 21 
As you are completing assignments 3 and 4, you will be reading chapters 7-10 in the book Truth 
Aflame. Read each chapter in Hart’s book before you listen to the corresponding lectures. At the 
same time, you should also read the corresponding sections in your denomination’s and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s statements of faith (in preparation for the final exam). As 
you are reading, you will engage in an online discussion of the textbook Truth Aflame. Your 
grade for the textbook discussion and report will be based on the quality of your online posts and 
responses and how much of the textbook you read. The purpose of this assignment is to learn 
from your peers. Hence, although I may enter into the discussion at times, I may not be reading 
all of your online posts for this assignment. However, I will randomly check some of your posts 
to evaluate the quality of your posts and I will also check to see that you were consistently 
engaged in the discussion. This assignment consists of three parts: posts, responses, and your 
report. 

1) You will post seven responses to the seven readings from the textbook (I have divided 
the four chapters into seven readings). In your posts you should be thoughtfully engaging 
the content that you have read (not just offering random reflections). You have much 
freedom in what you post, but please do not simply summarize the chapter or highlight 
something that you found “interesting.” Although you are not limited to this, in your 
posts you might consider a) discussing the practical implications of an aspect of the 
doctrine that you read about,2 b) identifying something that you learned in the chapter 
that you hadn’t learned in class or that you understood better after having read the 
textbook, c) offering a response to some viewpoint in the chapter, d) describing 

                                                 
2 For example, one aspect of the doctrine of creation is that creation is distinct from God. This implies that 

one should not worship anything created. (Please do not say that a doctrine is practical because you could teach the 
doctrine to others.) 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=265
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something that you found helpful in the chapter (and why it was helpful), e) describing 
some questions that you had while reading the chapter, f) asking for clarification for 
something you didn’t understand while you read the chapter, or g) noting areas where 
you disagreed with the author and why you disagreed. Each of your posts should be 
about 200 words. When you refer to something specific from the textbook, please note 
the page number. You should compose your post in a word processing program, save it, 
and then paste to the dialog box so that you do not lose your work.  

2) Enter into a discussion by responding to other students’ posts and responding to them 
when they respond to you. You should respond to at least one other student for each 
textbook reading. You have much freedom in how you respond to other students, but 
please do not simply highlight something that you found “interesting” or say that you 
“like” a student’s post. When you respond to students you might consider a) asking them 
questions regarding their response, b) challenging them on their proposals, c) building on 
what another student has already said, or d) answering another student’s question. Each 
of your responses should be about 100 words. 

3) By the due date you will submit a one-sentence “report” indicating what percentage of 
the required textbook reading that you completed (for example: “I read 100% of the 
required reading”). Students who do not submit this report will receive a grade of 
“0” for this assignment. 

Online discussion depends on timely posts. Therefore, please do not save all of your textbook 
posts until the deadlines for the progress report and the textbook discussion report. 
 

Accessing Online Discussions 
Online discussions take place on Populi. To access them, log in to Populi and then: 
-click on the course (right side of the page) 
-click on the “Discussions” tab (near the top, in the menu for the course) 
-click on the appropriate discussion that you want to enter 
 

Posting in Online Discussions 
-Follow the above guide. 
-If you are submitting a new post, scroll to the bottom of the discussion and enter your post in the 
dialogue box. Click on “Leave a comment” to post your thoughts. 
-If you are submitting a response to someone else, please click on “reply” at the bottom of their 
post. This will open a new box that will allow your reply to appear underneath their post. 
-If you are responding to someone’s response to your own post, you will have to click on “reply” 
at the bottom of your original post. 
 
3. Supplementary Reading Questions – 10%  * Due Nov 28 
The Theology II – Reading Pack includes readings on four different topics. In the lessons on 
Populi I will indicate for you when you should do these readings. After completing the reading in 
the pack, you will respond to a number of questions (found on Populi). Although each student 
will submit their own answers to the questions, you are welcome to discuss the readings with 
other students by posting a question about the readings on Populi (I have created a discussion 
page in the lesson called “Supplementary Reading Questions”). You will find some video files in 
the course lessons where I discuss the reading questions. Please listen to these only after you 
have answered the questions. Please indicate if/where you correct or change your answers after 
listening to the audio file by either using a different font/color for your changes, or by using the 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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“track changes” feature in MSWord. Submit your assignment after you have completed the 
questions for all four of the topics. The primary point of the assignment is to see how well you 
have understood the readings. Therefore, when answering the questions, you should be 
answering them from the perspective of the authors that you have read (not from your own 
perspective, unless asked for your perspective). As you respond to the questions, please do not 
quote the readings often—responding by using your own words will better illustrate how well 
you have understood the issues. Please follow the formatting and submitting guidelines above. 
You will submit your answers to all of the questions for all of the topics at the end of the lecture 
phase. 
 
4. Lecture Attendance and Interaction – 15%  * Due Dec 5 
In order to pass this course, you are required to “attend” all of the lectures (via. the video files, 
handouts, notes, etc.). You will keep a record of attendance when you listen to each of the 
lectures. In your record of attendance you just need to indicate approximately when you finished 
interacting with the lectures from each of the lessons. The “record of attendance” will be due on 
Dec 5. Your lecture interaction will take place in each of the “lesson” discussions on Populi (see 
here). Your grade will be assigned based on evidence of your thoughtful reflection on the 
lectures as you demonstrate your ability to articulate your thoughts and to ask the appropriate 
critical questions. Act as though you were actually in class and then post whatever you would 
have said if you raised your hand in class and were to have contributed that way. For example, 
you should post your comments and questions.3 In addition, whenever I ask a question to the 
class in the lecture, you should pause the lecture and think about how you would answer it and 
post your thoughts on the lesson’s discussion (similarly, if you were in class you would also stop 
and think about how you would answer my questions). Quantity is not all that matters, but it is a 
factor. Hence, aim to post at least four thoughts for each lesson. There may be times where you 
think the same thing as what another student has said. Try to add something, however, even if 
you just say, “I agree with such and such a point, because….” In each lesson, the outline for the 
PowerPoint notes are available to download for each lecture. Please note that the PPT notes that I 
have on Populi for each lesson are only partial notes. In other words, the notes are the outline of 
what you will see on the PPT slides. I give students the PPT notes so that they can fill them in 
with their own notes, but without having to start from scratch. So, having said that, you will want 
to take your own notes so that you have something to review when it comes to the final exam or 
just to review in the future in general. 
 
5. Research Paper – 35%  * Due Jan 9 
You may write either a theological heresy paper, an historical theology paper, a partner 
theological response paper, a theological traditions paper, a general theological research paper, a 
theological response paper, or a contemporary/pastoral theological issues paper (you can find 
explanations and examples for each of these options on the Populi course page, under the lesson 
“Notes Regarding Your Research Paper”). You are free to choose your own topic. This 
assignment should be characterized by critical theological reflection and not just a matter of 
reporting what others have said. As you write your paper: 

                                                 
3 Please note that many of your questions will not be answered. However, please still ask your questions as 

they are a means of indicating that you are reflecting well on the lecture material. 

http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
http://screencast.com/t/k0WEieAK
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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• Aim for 2500 words (a minimum of 2250 words and no more than 2750 words = approx 
7-9 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 
your paper).  

• Record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  
• Use a minimum of 7 scholarly4 sources, including at least one journal article5 and one 

web page (dictionary definitions do not count as sources).  
• Please note the document “So you have to write a research paper for Andrew Gabriel?...” 

(on Populi, in the lesson “Notes Regarding Your Research Paper”).  
• Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting.  
• Use footnotes only, not endnotes.  
• Papers that exceed the maximum length may not be graded and will receive a grade 

reduction.  
• Follow the “formatting” and “submitting” guidelines above (p. 2). 

Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction.  
 
6. Final Exam (Reflections) – 15%    * Due Jan 15 
The final exam will based upon all the material covered in the lectures and the readings. The 
exam will be a take-home exam, primarily meant to help you reflect on your learning experience 
in this course. You will identify a number of ways that you have matured in your theology and 
you will compare your beliefs with your denomination’s and the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada’s statements of faith. Since this is a final exam, late exams will not be accepted. 
 
 
 
Bibliography: See the Theology I syllabus (available online). 
 
 
 

                                                 
4 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. The necessity of using ‘scholarly’ sources means that you 
will likely want to plan to access an academic library. Some larger cities will have a small supply of academic books 
in their public library systems. 

5 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one 
time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the 
electronic search databases once you login to the STU Library page (see this video). An internet search can help you 
as well (although this would not be as helpful).  

http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
http://library.uvic.ca/instruction/research/scholvpop.html
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=265
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=265
http://www.horizon.edu/course-descriptions-syllabi
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
http://screencast.com/t/YdxLTQ2JIx
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Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Assessment of Student Work 
 
Grading System  
 
The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations. Letter grade equivalents, 
according to the following scale, may be used in grading assignments. The student’s final grades are given in 
percentages. A mark of less than 50% is a failing grade. G.P.A.  
 
90-100  A+  4.0  
85-89  A  4.0  
80-84  A-  3.7  
77-79  B+  3.3  
73-76  B  3.0  
70-72  B-  2.7  
67-69  C+  2.3  
63-66  C  2.0  
60-62  C-  1.7  
57-59  D+  1.3  
53-56  D  1.0  
50-52  D-  0.7  
0-49  F  0.0  
 
90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:  
• a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  
• an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;  
• an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  
• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  
 
80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:  
• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;  
• an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;  
• a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  
• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  
 
70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of:  
• a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;  
• a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  
• some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  
• a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and constructive manner.  
 
60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:  
• an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;  
• a fair understanding of the relevant issues;  
• a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  
• an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;  
• a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.  
 
50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of:  
• a familiarity with the subject material;  
• some evidence that analytical skills have been developed;  
• some understanding of relevant issues;  
• some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  
• attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine the material in a 
critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful.  
 
Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance 
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