
 
 

B220 OT Major Prophets (3 Credit hours) 

 
Prerequisite: B110 – Introduction to the Old Testament 

 

November 2-6, 2015 Christopher R. Lortie, Ph.D. (cand.) 

Module B lortiecr@gmail.com 

Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm  

 

 

Course Description 

A study of the Major Prophets in the Old Testament that will provide orientation to the 

prophetic voice as represented in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, as well as the 

influence these works had in the shaping of the Old Testament and New Testament and 

the importance they still have in our current context.   

 

Relation to Horizon’s Mission 

The prophets spoke the word of God in times of great distress and confusion call the 

people back in the right relationship with God. In this course, we will learn to wrestle 

with the challenging messages given by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel to their 

communities as we consider how to speak into our current context. Their message guides 

us as we wrestle in our context with what it means to live out our relationship with God 

in Christian life and ministry.  

 

This course will address the following core competencies:  

 Biblically and Theologically Sound: Applying God’s Word carefully in order to 

uphold the Christian faith and discern unsound teachings.  

 Contextually Aware: Demonstrating a healthy view of self, a Christian view of the 

world, and practices appropriate ways to engage culture. 

 

Essential Elements of Competency Development 

In order to meet a level of competency, students should be able to demonstrate the 

following: 

1. Interprets biblical passages appropriate to their genre, language, and historical and 

canonical context 

2. Compose and defend interpretations of Scripture and theology. 

3. Assesses primary and secondary biblical and theological sources. 



4. Identifies and explains key social and cultural differences between the Bible and 

today. 

5. Applies Scripture and theology personally (devotionally), for the church 

(doctrine), and for contemporary society. 

6. Identifies and describes key events, movements, and people in the history of 

Christianity. 

7. Interprets and evaluates current church issues with historical awareness. 

8. Articulates the social background and influences of each Major Prophetic book 

9. Identifies and interprets the theological witness of each Major Prophets 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Cognitive: 

 Orient the Major Prophets within historical and social background of Ancient 

Israel and also the ancient Near East (assignment 2) 

 Explore the theological trajectory of the Major Prophets as individual books and 

also the prophetic corpus. (assignments 2 & 3) 

 Gain new insights into the character of God with specific attention to His 

revelation in the Prophets (all assignments) 

 

Affective:  

 Be enriched by the devotional importance of the Major Prophets (assignment 3) 

 Engage with the manner in which God interacts with his people in the Prophets 

(all assignments) 

 

Conative: 

 Apply the theological witness of the Major Prophet to contemporary issues (all 

assignments) 

 Articulate the importance of the Major Prophets in the rest of the Old Testament 

as well as in the New Testament (assignments 2 & 3) 

 

Portfolio Components 

This course supports the following portfolio components (See Student Handbook for 

further description): 

 N/A 

 

Ministry Formation Components 

This course includes one assignment that also applies to your Ministry Formation 

requirements (See Student Handbook for further description): 

 N/A 

 

Required Textbooks 

Brueggemann, Walter. The Prophetic Imagination: Second Edition. Minneapolis:  

Fortress Press, 2001. 



 

McConville, J. Gordon. Exploring the Old Testament, Vol. 4: A Guide to the Prophets.  

Downers Groves: InterVarsity Press, 2002. 

 

Stuart, Douglas. Old Testament Exegesis: Fourth Edition. Louisville: Westminster John  

Knox Press, 2009.  

 

Holy Bible (good modern translation) 

 

The textbooks will also be placed on Reserve in the library. 

 

Time Investment  

 
Readings 

Classroom time 

Topics from Wenham’s textbook 

Major writing project  

Final take-home exam                                

Total =                                          

  30 hrs 

30 hrs 

  3 hrs 

36 hrs 

6 hrs 

105 hrs 

 

Course Outline: 

Monday – Orientation; Theological Themes; Prophecy in the OT 

Tuesday – Isaiah 

Wednesday – Jeremiah 

Thursday – Ezekiel 

Friday – Daniel; OT Prophets and the NT 

 

 

Course Assignments and Evaluation 

1. In McConville’s textbook there are opportunities to engage with the biblical text 

by “Digging Deeper” and also to “Think About” important aspects of the 

prophetic books. Each day students will be assigned a topic and expected to 

prepare about 250 words on the topic for discussion in class the next day. (4 

submission) 

 Due: These will be collected each day after the discussion. 

 

2. One major writing project that will be completed in stages throughout the term. In 

consultation with the professor students must select one passage from the one of 

the Prophets and work through that passage using various exegetical tools. 

Students are to read the relevant passages in Stuart and then follow his guidelines 

to exegete the passage. After the completion of each section the student must 

submit the work for evaluation and feedback. The final stage will be putting all 

the work into a final submission.  

 

 Stage 1:  Text / Translation / Lexical / Grammatical / Form / Structure 

 (Due Friday, November 13, 2015) 



 

 

 Stage 2: Historical Context / Literary Context / 

 (Due Friday, November 20, 2015) 

 

 Stage 3: Biblical Context  

 (Due Friday, November 27, 2015) 
 

 Stage 4: Theology / Application  

 (Due Friday, December 5, 2015) 

 

 Stage 5: Final Submission  

 (Due Monday, December 14, 2015) 
 

3. A final take-home exam based upon course reading material and classroom 

discussion. The focus of the exam will be the theology of the Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel and Daniel and their message for today. The final exam will be made 

available on Populi Tuesday, October 27, 2015 at 12:00pm.   

 Due: Friday, December 18, 2015 

 

Evaluation for Papers 

Each paper will be considered in three categories: presentation, argumentation, 

and content as related to the essential elements of competency development.  

 

General Assignment Guidelines 

Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide (click here) for assignment 

submission and formatting guidelines as well as policies for late assignments, extensions, 

and rescheduling of exams.   

 

Academic Honesty 

Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 

presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression 

that it is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is 

essential is that another person have no doubt which words or research results are the 

student’s and which are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 

2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial 

phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. See further guidelines in the Student 

Handbook. 

 

Disability Services Information 

If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that 

require accommodations, please contact the Dean of Students, Jolyn Sloan, as early as 

possible so that your learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will 

need to provide current documentation of your disability to the Dean of Students. For 



more information, make an appointment with Jolyn Sloan, Dean of Student Services at 

306-374-6655 ext. 229 or jsloan@horizon.edu.   

 

Assessment/Grading 

Horizon’s grading is based on the stated criteria for learning outcomes, which is in 

keeping with a competency-based education (CBE) approach. Since competency is the 

focus of assessment, students will receive grades on assignments according to the four-

level CBE scale below. Assessments will include feedback on specific elements of the 

competencies with commendations and suggestions for improvement. However, for 

transferability purposes the final grade for the course will include a U of S equivalency 

letter grade.   

 

Horizon CBE scale U of S equivalent 

E Exceeding competency requirements  A- to A+ 

M Meeting competency requirements  B- to B+ 

BTM Beginning to meet competency requirements C- to C+  

NYM Not yet meeting competency requirements  F to D- 

 

**Please note that in order to pass this course, you must achieve a level that either meets 

or exceeds the competency requirements.   

  

 

Bibliography 

 

A bibliography will be provided in class. 
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