
 

T211 Holy Spirit and the Church (3 credits) 
Prerequisites: Theology 1 and 2 

 

January 5-9, 2015 Andrew Gabriel, Ph.D. 

Module, Term C agabriel@horizon.edu 

Mon-Fri: 9am-12pm & 1pm-4pm www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com  
 

*Please note: This course requires reading  

BEFORE/DURING the module (please see assignment 2).* 
 

Course Description 

An in-depth study of the person and work of the Holy Spirit, with particular attention to a 

Pentecostal interpretation. Included are the gifts and fruit of the Spirit, and the doctrine of divine 

healing. 
 

Required Readings   *Selections from the following 
 

Burgess, Stanley M., ed. The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic 

 Movements. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002. (ISBN: 9780310224815) 
 *Note: This book is also used in the course “Pentecostalism and the Church in Canada.” 
 

Palma, Anthony D. The Holy Spirit: A Pentecostal Perspective. Springfield, MO: Logion, 2001. 

(ISBN: 0882433024) 
 

Satyavrata, Ivan. The Holy Spirit: Lord and Life-Giver. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2009. 

 (ISBN: 9781907713088) *Please do NOT buy ISBN 9780830833078. 
 

Wells, David, and Van Johnson, ed. Authentically Pentecostal: Here’s What We See—A 

 Conversation. Mississauga, ON: The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada, 2010.  

 (ISBN: 9781894325332) 
 

Recommended Resource 
 

McKim, Donald. Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Louisville, KY: Westminster  

John Knox, 1996. (ISBN: 0664255116  or  ISBN-13: 978-0664255114) 
 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

1. Be aware of the teachings concerning the person and work of the Spirit throughout 

Scripture, in the history of the Christian Church, and in contemporary theology. 

2. Identify various Pentecostal emphases regarding the experience of the Spirit. 

3. Recognize and appreciate implications that the doctrine of the Holy Spirit has for 

Christian living and the practice of ministry. 

4. Motivated toward greater reliance upon the Holy Spirit in every aspect of one’s life and 

ministry.  

5. Continue to be equipped to minister with greater biblical and theological clarity. 

6. Be better equipped to discern authentic work of the Spirit in the life of the church, 

individual believers, and the world. 

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/
http://books.google.com/books?id=jRQw9OiemgsC&pg=PP1&dq=Westminster+Dictionary+of+Theological+Terms&lr=
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Course Assignments and Evaluation Due Date  
 

Class Participation 10%       

Class Pre-reading Statement 5% Fri, Jan 9 @ 9am*   

Baptism in the Holy Spirit 15%       

(Test = 10%)  Fri, Jan 16 @ 10pm    

(Question   Fri, Jan 16 @ 11:59pm 

 and Response = 5%)  Mon, Jan 19   

Gifts of the Holy Spirit 15%       

(Test = 10%)  Wed, Jan 28 @ 10pm    

(Question   Wed, Jan 28 @ 11:59pm 

and Response = 5%)  Fri, Jan 30   

Satyavrata Book Critique 25%       

 (Reading Statement)  Thurs, Feb 12 

 (Post)  Fri, Feb 13 

 (Response)  Tues, Feb 17 

Research Paper or Ministry Project 30% Thurs, Feb 26  
  

 *Assignments are due according to the Saskatchewan time zone. 

 

Late assignments will receive only a letter grade (without comments). In addition, a late penalty 

will be assessed for all overdue assignments: 1-3 days late, penalty of 10%; 4-6 days late, penalty 

of 20%; after six days late, an assignment receives a grade of 0. No assignments will be 

accepted after Friday, February 27. 
 

Posting in Online Discussions 

Online discussions take place on Populi. To access them, log in to Populi and then: 

-Click on the course (right side of the page) 

-Click on the “Discussions” tab (near the top, in the menu for the course) 

-Click on the appropriate discussion that you want to enter 

-If you are submitting a new post, scroll to the bottom of the discussion and enter your post in the 

dialogue box. Click on “Leave a comment” to post your thoughts. 

-If you are submitting a response to someone else, please click on “reply” at the bottom of their 

post. This will open a new box that will allow your reply to appear underneath their post. 

-If you are responding to someone’s response to your own post, you will have to click on “reply” 

at the bottom of your original post. 

 

1. Class Participation – 10%   

Your participation grade will be assigned based upon evidence of your thoughtful reflection in 

class as you demonstrate your ability to articulate your thoughts and to ask the appropriate 

critical questions. In addition, you may also participate by posting thoughts and questions on 

Populi during the course. 
 

  

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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2. Class Pre-reading Statement – 5%  * due Fri, Jan 9 @ 9am 

There will be some reading required during the week, so you may want to complete the reading 

before the module begins. Before certain class days you will be required to read the following: 

 chapters 3-7 in Authentically Pentecostal (44 small pages) 

 articles in The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements 

(approx 45 pages) 

-Anointing with Oil 

-Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

-Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit 

-Dancing in the Spirit 

-Glossolalia 

-Healing, Gift of 

-Healing in the Christian Church 

-Initial Evidence 

-Slain in the Spirit 

The professor will indicate in class which days the reading is required. By the beginning of the final 

day of class you will submit a reading statement on Populi (in the same place as where you would 

submit your papers) stating what percentage of the reading that you completed on time. 

 

Note regarding the tests (below): 

 The tests will take place on Populi.  

 The questions are about Palma’s views specifically, not about the doctrine in general.  

 The tests are open book (you may use your textbook during the tests), however… 

 Each test a time limitation; therefore you should be prepared to write the test before you 

begin.  

 There are ten questions in each test, and you have a total of ten minutes to complete each 

test. 

 One of the questions on each test will ask what percentage of the reading that you 

completed. When I determine your final grade for each assignment, your overall grade 

(the 15%) will be multiplied by the percentage of the reading that you completed. If you 

do not answer this question you will receive a grade of 0 for that assignment. 

 You will be able to write the test whenever you are ready. After 10pm on the due date, the 

test will no longer be accessible, so you must finish your test before 10pm. I encourage 

you to complete your test well in advance.  

 There is a fake test for you to try on Populi, so that you have a sense of what the screen 

will look like when you are taking the real tests. 

 

3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit – 15%    *due dates below 

This assignment includes the following aspects: 

a) Read Part Two of Palma’s The Holy Spirit (pages 91-178).  

b) Complete the online test (*due Fri, Jan 16 @ 10pm). See “Notes regarding the tests” 

above.  

c) Post a question on the class discussion board (*due Fri, Jan 16 @ 11:59pm). Please 

note the page number(s) in the book that your question refers to. Your question might ask 

for clarification of something you didn’t understand in the reading, it might ask a 

question that challenges the viewpoint of the author, or it might ask a question about 

some implication that arises from something you read in the book. You may include a 

sentence or two to introduce your question as a means of explaining why you are asking 

the question. 

d) Respond to at least one student’s question on the class discussion board (*due Mon, Jan 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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19). You should compose your response in a word processing program, save it, and then 

paste to the dialog box so that you do not lose your work. 

For each part of this assignment that is completed late, the late penalty will be applied to the 

total assignment grade. 

 

4. Gifts of the Holy Spirit – 15%  *due dates below 

This assignment includes the following aspects: 

a) Read Part Three of Palma’s The Holy Spirit (pages 181-258).  

b) Complete the online test (*due Wed, Jan 28 @ 10pm). See “Notes regarding the tests” 

above (p. 3).  

c) Post a question on the class discussion board (*due Wed, Jan 28 @ 11:59pm). Please 

note the page number(s) in the book that your question refers to. Your question might ask 

for clarification of something you didn’t understand in the reading, it might ask a 

question that challenges the viewpoint of the author, or it might ask a question about 

some implication that arises from something you read in the book. You may include a 

sentence or two to introduce your question as a means of explaining why you are asking 

the question. 

d) Respond to at least one student’s question (*due Fri, Jan 30). You should compose your 

response in a word processing program, save it, and then paste to the dialog box so that 

you do not lose your work.  

For each part of this assignment that is completed late, the late penalty will be applied to the 

total assignment grade. 

 

5. Satyavrata Book Critique – 25%   *due dates below 

This assignment includes the following aspects: 

a) Read all of Satyavrata’s The Holy Spirit.  

b) Submit a reading statement (*due Thurs, Feb 12) on Populi (in the same place as 

where you would submit your papers) stating what percentage of the book that you 

completed on time. When I determine your final grade for this assignment, your overall 

grade (the 25%) will be multiplied by the percentage of the reading that you completed. 

If you do not submit a reading statement you will receive a grade of 0 for this 

assignment. 
c) Post a book critique on the class discussion board (*due Fri, Feb 13). Aim for about 

300 words. Focus on content in your critique, not how Satyavrata delivers the content. 

Please note the page number(s) in the book that you are referring to. You should 

compose your post in a word processing program, save it, and then paste to the dialog 

box so that you do not lose your work. Your post should answer the following questions: 

i. What were the strongest points in the book? Why do you think this? 

ii. What were the weakest points of the book? Why do you think this? 

Good critiques will provide specific examples (and pages), rather than only general 

remarks. As students respond to your own post, you can also respond to them. 

d) Respond to at least one student’s post (*due Tues, Feb 17) by critically engaging with 

what the student has said. Aim for about 100 words. 

For each part of this assignment that is completed late, a late penalty of 10% off of the total 

assignment grade will be applied. 

 

https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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6. Research Paper or Ministry Project – 30%  *due Thurs, Feb 26 

You have two main options for this assignment: 

A. Ministry Project 

Just like a research paper, a ministry project will require research and you will need to follow 

the formatting guidelines below (unless otherwise arranged with the professor). Since the 

purpose of this project is different than a research paper, you do not need to have a thesis 

statement. However, your project should still follow a logical outline. Although you may 

propose an alternate idea to the professor, in general the project involves developing a church 

curriculum or sermon (or series) on some aspect of pneumatology.  Remember: Although you 

will present your topic in a way appropriate to a church teaching context, you still need to 

base this material on careful theological reflection (i.e., you need to use academic research 

sources). 
 

B. Research Paper 

Research papers should include a thesis statement that you aim to support by means of the 

arguments in your paper. You may write on any topic that relates to the content that has been 

covered in this class. Hence, your paper might take the approach of systematic theology, 

biblical theology or exegesis, or historical theology. Although you are most welcome to 

choose other topics, here are some example topics: 

1) Systematic/Contemporary Theology  

-Discuss the role of the Spirit in contemporary theology such as Spirit Christology, 

ecclesiology, or theology of religions.  

2) Biblical: 

-Exegete a section of Scripture that focuses on the Holy Spirit. 

-Outline the pneumatology of one of the biblical authors (e.g., Johannine 

pneumatology). 

-Compare the pneumatology of two biblical authors (e.g., Lukan and Pauline 

pneumatology). 

-Compare Pentecostal and non-Pentecostal interpretations of Luke-Acts. 

3) Historical Theology:  

-Fourth-century expressions of the divinity of the Spirit (e.g., Basil of Caesarea).  

-Nineteenth-century evangelical revivalist (e.g., Finney and Torrey) understandings 

of the Spirit and/or Spirit baptism.    
 

Regardless of which option you choose for this assignment: 

 Aim for 2500 words (a minimum of 2250 words and no more than 2750 words = approx 8 

pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with your 

paper).  

 Record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  

 Papers that exceed the maximum length may not be graded and will receive a grade 

reduction.  

http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
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 A good paper will use at least 7 scholarly1 sources (dictionary definitions do not count as 

sources). Your 7 sources should include at least one journal2 article, one book, and one web 

page. 

 Note the document “Common Pitfalls When Writing a Research Paper” (on Populi, in the 

lesson “Notes Regarding Your Research Paper”). 

 Use italics rather than underlining (including in the footnotes and bibliography). 

 Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting, which includes using footnotes.  

 Use footnotes only, not endnotes.  

 Papers should be typed, double-spaced and follow the appropriate formatting guidelines 

(e.g. 1 inch margins).  

 Use Times New Roman, 12pt font only. 

 Employ gender-inclusive language wherever possible and appropriate. 

Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction.  
 

Please submit your paper on Populi. This video explains how to submit assignments on Populi 

(the link to the video is also available on the info tab of the Populi course page). I will accept 

submissions in either MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or as PDF 

files. When you submit electronic files, please name the file as follows: 

Example:  Tim Brown – Holy Spirit Paper 
 

Attendance and Late Policies 

Since illness or other unforeseen circumstances may arise, a student may miss one day of class 

without academic penalty. A student must be present for the full duration of a class (you should 

not leave early and should not be late!) in order to be registered as present for the full class 

period. Students who are absent for more than one day of class or the equivalent (regardless of 

reason) will automatically fail the course. Students wishing to be exempted from this policy due 

to extenuating circumstances must meet with the Academic Dean to document and verify those 

circumstances. If you are going to miss a class, you are responsible to arrange to get any missed 

notes/handouts from another student, rather than from the instructor. 

 

 

  

                                                 
1 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 

pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. 
2 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one 

time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the 

electronic search databases once you login to the STU Library page (see this video). An internet search can help you 

as well (although this would not be as helpful).  

http://www.uvic.ca/library/research/tips/scholvpop/index.php
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/2012/10/25/updating-the-paoc-statement-of-faith-gender-and-language/
http://vimeo.com/28825975
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
http://screencast.com/t/YdxLTQ2JIx
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Tentative Class Outline 
 

1. The Holy Spirit in Scripture 

a. Images of the Spirit 

b. Old Testament Themes 

c. The Synoptic Gospels 

d. Johannine Literature 

e. Pauline Literature 

f. Acts 

2. The Holy Spirit in Past Christian Traditions 

a. Patristic Insights 

b. Medieval Emphases 

c. Reformation and Post-Reformation Emphases 

3. The Holy Spirit in Contemporary Theology 

a. The Spirit in the Trinity 

b. Divine Attributes 

c. Soteriology 

d. Ecclesiology 

e. Creation 

f. Liberation Theology 

g. Theology of Religions 

4. Gifts of the Spirit 

5. Healing 

6. Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

7. Other Experiences of the Spirit 

a. The Holy Spirit and Prayer 

b. Possible “Manifestations” of the Spirit 

c. Blasphemy of the Spirit 
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Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Grading System 
 

The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations. 

Letter grade equivalents, according to the following scale, may be used in grading 

assignments. The student’s final grades are given in percentages. A mark of less than 50% 

is a failing grade. G.P.A.  

 

90-100  A+  4.0  

85-89  A  4.0  

80-84  A-  3.7  

77-79  B+  3.3  

73-76  B  3.0  

70-72  B-  2.7  

67-69  C+  2.3  

63-66  C  2.0  

60-62  C-  1.7  

57-59  D+  1.3  

53-56  D  1.0  

50-52  D-  0.7  

0-49  F   

90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;  

• an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  

 

80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;  

• a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  

 

70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of:  

• a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;  

• a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and constructive manner.  

 

60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:  

• an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;  

• a fair understanding of the relevant issues;  

• a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;  

• a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.  

 

50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of:  

• a familiarity with the subject material;  

• some evidence that analytical skills have been developed;  

• some understanding of relevant issues;  

• some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine the material in a 

critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful.  

 

Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance 
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