
 
G230 Ethics and Morality (3 credits) 

Prerequisites: none 
 

Term D, Winter 2015 Andrew Gabriel, Ph.D. 
Weekly, Mon-Thurs, 9:00-10:30am agabriel@horizon.edu 
 www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com  
 
Course Description 
A survey of ethical systems with an emphasis on the development of an adequate Christian 
approach, followed by a discussion of current ethical and moral issues.  
 
Textbooks 
 

Rae, Scott B. Moral Choices: An Introduction to Ethics. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009.   
(ISBN: 0310291097  or  ISBN-13: 978-0310291091) 
 

Trull, Joe E., and James E. Carter. Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church Leaders. 
 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004. (ISBN: 0801027551) 
 
Relationship to HCS mission, student learning outcomes, and program objectives: 
As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare leaders for Christian life and ministry, this course helps 
students grow in the key competency of being contextually aware. Elements of this competency 
that relate specifically to this course include a student’s ability to: 

a) Use a Christian approach to evaluate ethical issues. 
b) Identify ethical theories at play in ethical decisions. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
By successfully completing this course, students will demonstrate the following criteria: 
Knowing 

1) Identify the strengths and weaknesses of various ethical systems, theories, and principles. 
(competency a) 

2) Identify ethical theories at play in ethical decisions. (competency b) 
Doing 

3) Evaluate contemporary ethical issues using various ethical theories (competency a)  
4) Plan safeguards for ethical practices of ministry. (competency a) 
5) Fairly represent others who may choose a different position on an ethical issue. 

(competency a)   
 
Additional Course Objectives 
Students will also: 
Being 
• Value the contribution of the Christian tradition for ethical decision making. 
• Appreciate the significance and challenge of contemporary ethical issues. 

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
http://www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/
http://books.google.ca/books?id=5llPjOOggrgC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Moral+Choices:+An+Introduction+to+Ethics&hl=en&sa=X&ei=OePIUNyiMsKCyAGOioCIBw&redir_esc=y%23v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=yq1LqjgUxJ0C&printsec=frontcover%23v=onepage&q&f=false
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Course Assignments and Evaluation  Due Dates Related Learning Outcomes 
Ethics and Ministry Paper  15%  Mar 13  4 
Ethical Theories Test   20%   Mar 25  1, 2 
Case Studies    35%    various 3, 5 
Ethics Research Paper   30%   April 16* 3, 5 
 

* Students who plan to graduate in April 2015, please note: April 13 is the last day that 
potential graduates can submit assignments (as noted on p. 4 of the academic calendar). 

 
General Assignment Guidelines 
 

Late assignments will receive only a letter grade (without comments). In addition, a late penalty 
will be assessed for all overdue assignments: 1-3 days late, penalty of 10%; 4-6 days late, penalty 
of 20%; after six days late, an assignment receives a grade of 0. No assignments will be accepted 
after April 24. 
 

Formatting Your Assignments 
• Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting. Use footnotes only, not endnotes.  
• Papers should be typed, double-spaced and follow the appropriate formatting guidelines 

(e.g. 1 inch margins).  
• Employ gender-inclusive language wherever possible and appropriate.  
• Use Times New Roman, 12pt font only. 
• Use italics rather than underlining (including in the footnotes and bibliography). 
• Papers that exceed the maximum length may not be graded and will receive a grade 

reduction. 
• Note the document “Common Pitfalls When Writing a Research Paper” (on Populi, in 

the lesson “Notes Regarding Your Research Paper”). 
Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction.  
 

Submitting Your Assignments  
Assignments should be submitted via Populi. This video explains how to submit assignments on 
Populi (the link to the video is also available on the info tab of the Populi course page). I will 
accept submissions in either MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or 
as PDF files. When you submit electronic files, please name the file as follows: 

Example:  Tim Brown – Ethics and Ministry Paper 
 
 
1. Ethics and Ministry Paper – 15%     * Due Fri, Mar 13 
For this assignment you will: 

a) Read the PAOC Ministerial Code of Ethics (found in the supplementary reading file 
available on Populi) as well as chapters 4, 5, and 7 and then pages 78-88 in Ministerial 
Ethics.  

b) After completing the reading, you will engage in an in-class discussion of the reading. The 
discussion questions will be posted on Populi in the lesson “ministry ethics.” 

c) Next you will write a 550-650 word reflection paper (about 2 pages). For your paper: 
• Follow the “formatting” and “submitting” general assignment guidelines above (p. 2). 
• Include a statement indicating what percentage of the required reading that you 

completed before the in-class discussion. This statement must be included in order for 

https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0036/3835/2014-2015_Academic_Calendar.pdf
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/2012/10/25/updating-the-paoc-statement-of-faith-gender-and-language/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://vimeo.com/28825975
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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you to receive a grade for this assignment. 
• Draw on and cite (via footnotes) both your reading and in-class discussion. 
• Note the issues you think are most challenging for people in ministry and what safeguards 

you will put in place for yourself as you face these issues in various life contexts. 
• Include a paragraph stating what measures you plan to take to avoid sexual misconduct.  

 
2. Ethical Theories Test – 20% * in-class on Wed, March 25      
In preparation for your test, you will read chapters 2-4 in Moral Choices. As you read each 
chapter answer the following textbook review questions (found at the end of each chapter, for 
example, p. 59): 
 Ch 2 – 1-4, 8-13 
 Ch 3 – 1, 3, 4, 6-9, 11, 13-24, 26-28 
Although there are no questions associated with chapter 4, you should still read it closely, as it 
will greatly assist you in the remaining assignments. Your test will take place during class time. 
The test is closed book—you may not use any notes, your textbook, etc. The test may: 

1) Ask what percentage of the reading and review questions that you completed. You 
must answer this question in order to receive a grade for the test. 

2) Include multiple choice, mix and match, and true/false questions. 
3) Ask you to explain (short answer) various short comings with different ethical 

theories. 
4) Identify which ethical theory a person is utilizing within a story that I will give you. 

 
3. Case Studies – 35%     *due dates below and on p. 6 
You will discuss five case studies on Populi. This assignment has five aspects:  

1) In preparation for discussing each of the case studies you will read the relevant chapter 
in Moral Choices. Each chapter in the textbook has review questions at the end (for 
example, see pages 147-149). After you complete your chapter reading, you will answer 
the following questions: 

Ch 5 – 3, 6, 7, 10, 12  
Ch 6 – 7, 10, 11, 13, and 17  
Ch 8 – 16, 18, 20, 24 
Ch 10 – 7, 9, 11, 13, 16, 20  
Ch 11 – 1, 2, 4, 13  

2) After you have competed the reading and questions for a chapter you will indicate on 
Populi (under the “assignments” tab) what percentage of the reading and questions that 
you completed for that chapter. 

3) For two of the chapter readings, you will post responses to an ethical case study (sign-up 
in class). In your post, please note which case study you are responding to and answer the 
questions that are listed in the textbook (for example, see pages 149-152). Posts should 
draw on your textbook reading and class discussions. When you refer to something 
specific from the textbook, please note the page number. Each post should be about 300-
400 words. You should compose your post in a word processing program, save it, and 
then paste to the dialog box so that you do not lose your work. 

4) There will be three chapters that you have not posted on. For each of these three chapters, 
you will respond to another student’s post or to another student’s response (you are 
welcome, but not required, to respond to more). You have much freedom in how you 
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respond to other students, but please do not simply highlight something that you found 
“interesting,” or say that you “like” a student’s post. When you respond to students you 
might consider a) asking them questions regarding their response, b) challenging them on 
their proposals, c) building on what another student has already said, or d) answering 
another student’s question. Each of your responses should be about 100-150 words (no 
more than 200 words).  

5) As students respond to your posts, you will reply to their responses. 
Online discussion depends on timely posts. Please plan to set your own deadlines well in advance 
of the deadlines. At the very latest, posts and responses need to be online by this schedule: 
 -Ch 10 (Study 10.1 or 10.3)- post, Thurs, Mar 26, response, Fri, Mar 27 
 -Ch 5 (Study 5.2)- post, Tues, Mar 31; response, Wed, Apr 1 
 -Ch 6 (Study 6.2 or 6.3)- post, Thurs, Apr 2; response, Fri, Apr 3 
 -Ch 8 (Study 8.1 or 8.2)- post, Tues, Apr 7; response, Wed, Apr 8 
 -Ch 11 (Study 11.2 or 11.3)- post, Thurs, Apr 9; response, Fri, Apr 10  
 
4. Research Paper – 30%      * Due Thurs, April 16 
You may write a paper on any ethical issue. For all papers, your thesis statement should clearly 
state your position on the issue. Your paper should: 

• Demonstrate an awareness of the ethical and theological issues involved. 
• Defend your position in a responsible manner. 
• Present and respond to alternative perspectives fairly. 
• Demonstrate an awareness of various ethical theories (that is, as you engage those who 

disagree/agree with you note what ethical theory they are utilizing). 
• Responsible engagement with biblical and theological arguments. 
• Aim to provide arguments that would be persuasive to a secular audience (that is, without 

explicit reliance on Scripture).  
You have two options for their research paper:  

1) You can write a general research paper on an ethical issue. 
2) You may choose to write a research paper in response to an ethical issue as it is presented 

in a movie, or a magazine, newspaper, or online article. If you choose this option your 
paper should: 

• After the introduction, briefly summarize the content of the article or movie. 
• Identify the one ethical issue from the source that your paper will address. 
• Describe the ethical position advocated in the article or movie as well as the ethical 

theories that the article/movie uses to support its position (about 1 page). 
• Critically interact with the issue and the perspective presented in the article/movie (this 

should be the majority of your paper). 
 

Regardless of which option you choose: 
• Aim for 2500 words (a minimum of 2250 words and no more than 2750 words = approx 

7-9 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 
your paper).  

• Record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  

http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
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• Use a minimum of 7 scholarly1 sources, including at least one journal article2 and one 
web page (dictionary definitions do not count as sources).  

• Follow the “formatting” and “submitting” general assignment guidelines above (p. 2). 
Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction.  
 

* Students who plan to graduate in April 2015, please note: April 13 is the last day that 
potential graduates can submit assignments (as noted on p. 4 of the academic calendar). 
 
Attendance and Late Policies 
Since illness or other unforeseen circumstances may arise, a student may miss four days of class 
without academic penalty. A student must be present for the full duration of a class (you should 
not leave early and should not be late!) in order to be registered as present for the full class 
period. Three lates will be regarded as one class absence. Students who are absent for more than 
four classes or the equivalent (regardless of reason) will automatically fail the course. Students 
wishing to be exempted from this policy due to extenuating circumstances must meet with the 
Academic Dean to document and verify those circumstances. If you are going to miss a class, 
you are responsible to arrange to get any missed notes/handouts from another student, rather than 
from the instructor. 
  

1 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 
is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 
pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. The necessity of using ‘scholarly’ sources means that you 
will likely want to plan to access an academic library. Some larger cities will have a small supply of academic books 
in their public library systems. 

2 There are a number of excellent databases available for searching the contents of many journals at one 
time. If you request a password from the Horizon librarian, you can access many journals online through the 
electronic search databases once you login to the STU Library page (see this video). An internet search can help you 
as well (although this would not be as helpful).  

                                                 

http://library.uvic.ca/instruction/research/scholvpop.html
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0036/3835/2014-2015_Academic_Calendar.pdf
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
mailto:library@horizon.edu
http://reindex.net/STU/rss/Portal.php
http://screencast.com/t/YdxLTQ2JIx
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Tentative Class Schedule 
 
ME = ch 4, 5, and 7 and then pages 78-88 in Ministerial Ethics by Trull and Carter 
MC = Moral Choices by Rae 
CP = Case Study Posting 
rc = Responses to Case Studies 
 
Date  Topics  Reading Assignments Due   
 
Mon 9 Mar Intro to the Course 
Tues 10 Mar Ethics and Ministry  
Wed 11 Mar — Reading Day—  (no class) ME 
Thurs 12 Mar Ministerial Ethics Reading Discussion  
      (Fri) Ethics and Ministry Paper 
 
Mon 16 Mar Approaches to Ethics MC 2   
Tues 17 Mar cont’d  
Wed 18 Mar cont’d MC 3   
Thurs 19 Mar cont’d    
    
Mon 23 Mar Foundations for Christian Ethics MC 4    
Tues 24 Mar cont’d    
Wed 25 Mar Ethical Theories Test   Ethical Theories Test 
Thurs 26 Mar Marriage and Sexual Ethics MC 10 CP 10.1 or 10.3 
    (Fri) rc 10  
  
Mon 30 Mar cont’d  
Tues 31 Mar Abortion MC 5 CP 5.2 
Wed 1 Apr cont’d   rc 5 
Thurs 2 Apr Stem-cell Research MC 6 CP 6.2 or 6.3 
        (Fri) rc 6  
 
Mon 6 Apr Reproductive Technologies   
Tues 7 Apr Euthanasia and the End of Life MC 8 CP 8.1 or 8.2   
Wed 8 Apr cont’d   rc 8 
Thurs 9 Apr War and Torture MC 11  CP 11.2 or 11.3 
    (Fri) rc 11  
 
Mon 13 Apr  cont’d       
____________________________________ 
Thurs 16 Apr*  Research Paper 
 

* Students who plan to graduate in April 2015, please note: April 13 is the last day that 
potential graduates can submit assignments (as noted on p. 4 of the academic calendar). 

 
  

https://celectcdn.s3.amazonaws.com/files/0036/3835/2014-2015_Academic_Calendar.pdf
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Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Assessment of Student Work 
 

Grading System  
The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations. 
Letter grade equivalents, according to the following scale, may be used in grading 
assignments. The student’s final grades are given in percentages. A mark of less than 50% 
is a failing grade. G.P.A.  
90-100  A+  4.0  
85-89  A  4.0  
80-84  A-  3.7  
77-79  B+  3.3  
73-76  B  3.0  
70-72  B-  2.7  
67-69  C+  2.3  
63-66  C  2.0  
60-62  C-  1.7  
57-59  D+  1.3  
53-56  D  1.0  
50-52  D-  0.7  
0-49  F  0.0  
 
90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:  
• a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  
• an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;  
• an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  
• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  
 
80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:  
• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;  
• an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;  
• a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  
• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  
 
70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of:  
• a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;  
• a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  
• some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  
• a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and constructive manner.  
 
60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:  
• an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;  
• a fair understanding of the relevant issues;  
• a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  
• an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;  
• a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.  
 
50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of:  
• a familiarity with the subject material;  
• some evidence that analytical skills have been developed;  
• some understanding of relevant issues;  
• some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  
• attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine the material in a 
critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful.  
 
Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance 
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