
 

G110 History of the Christian Era (3 credits) 
Prerequisites: none 

This course transfers to the University of Saskatchewan. 
 

Term C, Winter 2015 Andrew Gabriel, Ph.D. 

Weekly, Mon-Thurs, 9:00-10:30am agabriel@horizon.edu 

 www.andrewgabriel.wordpress.com  

 

Course Description 

This course provides an overview of the general history of Christianity from apostolic times to 

the present. Both external factors, such as names, dates, and movements, and internal factors, 

such as theological controversies, will be studied.  

 

Textbook 

 

Mullin, Robert Bruce. A Short World History of Christianity. Louisville, KY: Westminster John 

 Knox, 2008. (ISBN 978-0664226862) 

 

Relationship to HCS mission, student learning outcomes, and program objectives: 

As part of Horizon’s mission to prepare leaders for Christian life and ministry, this course 

provides students with historical knowledge and research skills that will help them grow in the 

key competency of being contextually aware. Elements of this competency that relate 

specifically to this course include a student’s ability to: 

a) Identify and describe key events, movements, and people in the history of Christianity. 

b) Interpret and evaluate current church issues with historical awareness. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will demonstrate the following criteria: 

Knowing  

1) Articulate the basic outline of the history of Christianity. (competency a & b) 

2) Identify where key events, people, and movements fit in the history of Christianity. 

(competency a) 

Being 

3) Explain why knowledge of Church history is important for ministry and Christian life. 

(competency b) 

Doing 

4) Interpret a worship service in light of Church history. (competency b) 

5) Conduct historical research using secondary sources. (competency a) 

 

Additional Course Objectives 

1. Be inspired by those who have gone before us and took their commitment to Christ 

seriously.

mailto:agabriel@horizon.edu
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2. Appreciate the breadth and diversity of the church, thereby gaining a sense of “place” 

within the many church traditions. 

3. Be less likely to repeat mistakes that Christians have made in the past. 

 

Course Assignments and Evaluation Due Date  Related Learning Outcomes 
 

Textbook Tests 30% See p. 3 and 5 1, 2, 4 

Short History Paper   20% Feb 5 2, 3, 5 

Visit Report and Reflection 15% Feb 11 4 

Final Exam 35% TBA 1, 2, 3 
 

Absolutely no assignments will be accepted after February 27.  

 

General Guidelines for the Submission of Written Work 
 

Formatting Papers  

 Papers should be typed, double-spaced and follow the appropriate formatting guidelines 

(e.g. 1 inch margins).  

 Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting.  

 Employ gender-inclusive language wherever possible and appropriate.  

 Use Times New Roman font only. 

 Use italics rather than underlining (including in the footnotes and bibliography). 

 Use footnotes only, not endnotes.  

 Papers that exceed the maximum length may not be graded and will receive a grade 

reduction 

Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction.  
 

Submitting Your Assignments  

Assignments should be submitted via Populi. This video explains how to submit assignments on 

Populi (the link to the video is also available on the info tab of the Populi course page). I will 

accept submissions in either MSWord format (doc or docx is fine), Rich Text format (rtf), or 

as PDF files. When you submit electronic files, please name the file as follows: 

Example: Tim Brown - History Paper 
 

Late papers will receive only a letter grade (without comments). In addition, a late penalty will 

be assessed for all overdue assignments: 1-3 days late, penalty of 10%; 4-6 days late, penalty of 

20%. After six days late, an assignment receives a grade of 0. No assignments will be accepted 

after February 27. 

 

1. Textbook Tests – 30% *Test dates below 

Throughout the course you will take nine textbook tests. The tests are meant for you to review 

the textbook reading and to help you prepare for class, your other assignments, and the exam. 

Each test has a time limitation; therefore you should be well prepared to write the test before you 

begin. The tests will take place on Populi. You will be able to write the tests whenever you are 

ready during the course. After 11:59pm on the due date, tests will no longer be accessible, so you 

must finish you test before 11:59pm. I encourage you to complete your tests well in advance. 

-Fake Test (a trial for you) 

-Section 1A (Intro + ch 1-2) by Jan 13 

-Section 1B (ch 3-4) by Jan 15 

-Section 2 (ch 5-7) by Jan 19 

-Section 3 (ch 8-10) by Jan 21 

-Section 4 (ch 11-13) by Jan 26 

-Section 5A (ch 14-15) by Jan 29 

-Section 5B (ch 16-17) by Feb 2 

-Section 6 (ch 18-19) by Feb 9 

-Section 7 (ch 20 + Epilogue) by Feb 13

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://andrewgabriel.wordpress.com/2012/10/25/updating-the-paoc-statement-of-faith-gender-and-language/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://vimeo.com/28825975
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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2. Short History Paper – 20%  * Due Feb 5 

You may write a paper on a key person, an important movement, or an important event in 

Church history. As you write your paper: 

 Aim for 1200 words (a minimum of 1000 words and no more than 1400 words = approx 

4 pages), not including your footnotes and bibliography (include both of these with 

your paper).  

 Record the word count for your papers after your conclusions.  

 Use at least 5 scholarly1 sources (dictionary definitions do not count as sources). Your 5 

sources should include at least one encyclopedia/dictionary article, one book, and one 

web page. 

 Follow the “Chicago Style” of formatting, which includes using footnotes.  

 Note the document “Common Pitfalls When Writing a Research Paper” (on Populi, in 

the lesson “Notes Regarding Your Research Paper”). 

 Follow the “General Guidelines” for submitting assignments above (p. 2).  

Failure to follow these simple guidelines warrants a grade reduction. 
 

On the first three pages of your paper you should focus on describing who/what the person, 

event, or movement was as well as their significance in the history of Christianity. On the last 

page of your paper you should offer personal reflections regarding the person, event, or 

movement. In your personal reflections (the last page) consider answering questions like: how 

has studying this event/person/movement impacted you? Why is it important that the church 

remembers this event/person/movement? What lessons can we learn from this event/movement/ 

person that are applicable to the church today? 
 

You may choose to write your paper on any movement, person, or event in the history of 

Christianity; however, before you begin your research I encourage you to have the topic 

approved by me (the professor) in order to ensure that your topic meets the intention and 

requirements of this assignment. If you are having difficulties thinking of a topic, you may 

choose one from the list of suggestions provided on Populi (click on “Lessons”). 
 

If you are writing regarding a person, you might consider describing some of the following (you 

do not have to cover all of these issues): where/when the person lived, personal background, 

important events in their life, why they are important in Church history, their contributions to the 

church, their character, and their spiritual life. Don’t forget to include your personal reflections 

on the last page. 
 

If you are writing regarding a movement, you might want to consider (you do not have to cover 

all of these issues): the movement’s response to its contemporary setting including historical 

events which precipitated its evolution, its impact upon its surrounding culture, the significant 

individuals who gave rise to the movement, the movement’s eventual decline and/or 

development, and why it is important in Church history. Don’t forget to include your personal 

reflections on the last page. 
 

If you are writing regarding an event, you might want to consider (you do not have to cover all 

of these issues): the background of the event, what happened, why it happened, the important 

                                                 
1 “Scholarly” sources generally include articles published in academic journals and academic books (a book 

is often not ‘academic’ if it does not have footnotes or endnotes). You are welcome to use magazine articles and web 

pages, but these will often not count as scholarly sources. 

http://screencast.com/t/k2TpJss0PEu
http://allisonlibrary.regent-college.edu/writing_help/scholarly_or_popular_sources
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=67343&sid=497415
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people involved, how it related to the wider historical context, the results of the event, and why it 

is important in Church history. Don’t forget to include your personal reflections on the last page. 

 

3. Visit Report and Reflection – 15%  * Due Feb 11 

You have two options for this paper. Each option requires you to write a maximum two page 

(500-600 words) report and reflection paper. Your options are: 

a) Visit an Orthodox Church for a Sunday worship service.  

 or 

b) Visit a Roman Catholic Church for Mass on either a Saturday or a Sunday. 

Your assignment must be based on a visit that you make during this course (not based on a 

previous experience). Please keep in mind the following: 

a) When you attend, be respectful. Do not “take notes” like a tourist, but participate as 

much as you are able.  

b) Note when and where you attended a service. 

c) Follow “General Guidelines” for assignments (above on p. 2). 

d) Your report and reflection should note things like (but not limited to) the following: 

a. the liturgy, the architecture, the iconography, the sacraments, the music, the 

theology expressed (verbally, but also in other ways). 

b. how did it differ from what you are used to? 

c. why does it differ from what you are used to? 

e) *In your paper you should relate your experience to what you have learned thus far in 

this Church history class. You need to demonstrate that you are interpreting the situation 

with historical awareness. 

 

4. Final Exam– 35%  * Date TBA- Feb 19-20 

The final exam will based upon all the material covered in class and the readings. It will include 

both objective questions (e.g., true/false, multiple choice) and longer essay questions. 

 

 

Attendance and Late Policies 

Since illness or other unforeseen circumstances may arise, a student may miss four days of class 

without academic penalty. However, students who are absent for more than four classes or the 

equivalent (regardless of reason) will automatically fail the course. A student must be present for 

the full duration of a class (you should not leave early and should not be late) in order to be 

registered as present for the full class period. Three lates will be regarded as one class absence. 

Students who are absent on the day before or after holidays and special events (e.g. Prayer 

Emphasis Day) will be penalized with a double absence. Students wishing to be exempted from 

this policy due to extenuating circumstances must meet with the Academic Dean to document 

and verify those circumstances. If you are going to miss a class, you are responsible to arrange to 

get any missed notes/handouts from another student, rather than from the instructor. You can 

view your attendance history in the class on Populi by clicking “detail” next to your attendance 

percentage on the course dashboard. 

 

http://screencast.com/t/BrbEOPhkgLC
https://horizon.populiweb.com/
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Tentative Class Schedule 

 

Date  Topics  Assignments Due   

 

Mon 12 Jan Intro to the Course 

Tues 13 Jan Why and How of Church History  Section 1A Test (Intro + ch 1-2) 

Wed 14 Jan After Jesus  

Thurs 15 Jan Early Persecution and Conflict Section 1B Test (ch 3-4) 

 

Mon 19 Jan cont’d Section 2 Test (ch 5-7)  

Tues 20 Jan The Empire Strikes Back  

Wed 21 Jan cont’d  Section 3 Test (ch 8-10) 

Thurs 22 Jan —No Class: Global Leadership Summit— 

    

Mon 26 Jan Monasticism and the Rise of the Papacy Section 4 Test (ch 11-13) 

Tues 27 Jan Long Live the King! (Early Middle Ages)  

Wed 28 Jan cont’d  

Thurs 29 Jan War! The Crusades       Section 5A Test (ch 14-15) 

 

Mon 2 Feb Medieval Spirituality and Struggle Section 5B Test (ch 16-17) 

Tues 3 Feb Medieval Revolt 

Wed 4 Feb Rebels: The Reformations Begin  

Thurs 5 Feb Reformations throughout Western Europe   Short History Paper 

      

Mon 9 Feb Puritans and denominations  Section 6 Test (ch 18-19) 

Tues 10 Feb Piety and Revival        

Wed 11 Feb Recent Movements  Visit Report and Reflection 

Thurs 12 Feb cont’d     

  (Fri)  Section 7 Test (ch 20 + Epilogue)

  

Mon 16 Feb —No Class: Family Day— 

Tues 17 Feb The Church in the World Today 

____________ 

 

*19-20 Feb (date/time TBA)  Final Exam 
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Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Grading System 
  

The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations. 

Letter grade equivalents, according to the following scale, may be used in grading 

assignments. The student’s final grades are given in percentages. A mark of less than 50% 

is a failing grade. G.P.A.  

 

90-100  A+  4.0  

85-89  A  4.0  

80-84  A-  3.7  

77-79  B+  3.3  

73-76  B  3.0  

70-72  B-  2.7  

67-69  C+  2.3  

63-66  C  2.0  

60-62  C-  1.7  

57-59  D+  1.3  

53-56  D  1.0  

50-52  D-  0.7  

0-49  F   

 

90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;  

• an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  

 

80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;  

• a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts fluently.  

 

70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of:  

• a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;  

• a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and constructive manner.  

 

60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:  

• an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;  

• a fair understanding of the relevant issues;  

• a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;  

• a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.  

 

50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of:  

• a familiarity with the subject material;  

• some evidence that analytical skills have been developed;  

• some understanding of relevant issues;  

• some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine the material in a 

critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful.  

 

Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance  
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