
 
 

G201 HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
(3) Credits 

Prerequisites: none 
 
 
Modular Format             Dr. Peter G. Engle 
March 2-6, 2015             pengle@lfbc.net 
Mon.-Fri.: 9:00-12:00 a.m., 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
 
Course Description 
 
This course provides an overview of important thinkers, ideas, and debates in the history of 
Christian thought from the post-apostolic era to the present.  Students will explore the historical 
developments of select Christian doctrines (God, Christology, theological anthropology, church 
and sacraments, and soteriology), and identify the factors which were influential in their 
formulation and adoption.  The course will equip students to engage more effectively in bringing 
believers together to clarify theological positions and promote harmony amidst diversity. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Grasp the major theological concepts in each era of Christian history. 
2. To learn the basic terminology of historical theology. 
3. To be able to identify the major persons related to the various theological concepts at 

stake. 
4. To be able to trace in history the trajectory of selected doctrines from their origins up to 

the present time. 
5. To be able to apply the knowledge of both orthodox doctrines as well as to be able to 

refute heterodox opinions in today’s religious landscape. 
 
 
Learning Objectives 
Cognitive 

1. To identify the various eras in theological development together with the significance of 
each one. 

2. To learn the names of the various theological concepts in dispute and what they 
represent. 

3. To examine each doctrine from the perspective of the scriptures as to its biblical 
truthfulness. 

4. To understand the original historical/theological context for each issue at stake, and to 
see how the original setting influenced the outcomes. 
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5. To examine each doctrine discussed from the standpoint of its importance within the 
totality of the biblical revelation and its place in the enterprise of theology. 

6. To learn why certain doctrines are true and others false and what the implications of 
those teachings are for the church. 

 
Affective 

1. To cherish the heritage that we have received from the historical church in terms of solid 
doctrine. 

2. To appreciate the price paid for standing for the truth against error especially when the 
price tag is high. 

3. To value the stand taken by individuals and churches for purity of doctrine against both 
error and man-made doctrines and practices. 

4. To esteem the commitments to the doctrines and practices that impacts the church, 
especially related to the Holy Spirit. 

5. To uphold the value of dialogue within the Christian churches in coming to both harmony 
and agreement within the context of unity within diversity. 

 
Lifestyle commitments 

1. To commit to adhering to solid and sound biblical doctrine in one’s daily life, both in the 
church and in the culture. 

2. To commit to standing for truth against error even when there is the temptation to not 
engage or speak up when necessary. 

3. To make a decision to practice and implement true doctrinal formulations both in the 
context of the church and in the world to which we witness. 

4. To seek to live a Christian life informed by the truths of the Word and the reality of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
Required readings 
The student shall complete readings in the following: 
 

1. A Concise History of Christian Doctrine. Justo Gonzalez. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 
2005. 

 
2. 100 pages in readings in Historical Theology (from various sources) done in conjunction 

with the research paper for this course. 
 
 

Course Assignments and Evaluation: 
 

1. Textbook reading (primary) 
Each student is required to read Justo Gonzalez’s A Concise History of Christian 
Doctrine in its entirety.  The student should ideally be “one chapter ahead” in his/her 
readings related to the projected lecture topics, and be ready to discuss the contents in 
classroom interactions. 
Percentage of grade: 15% 
Due date:  Friday, March 6, at 9:00 a.m. 



 
2. Critique of primary textbook 

Each student shall compose and submit in hard copy a (4-5) page critique of Justo 
Gonzalez’s book, done in accordance with the HCS form guide.  It shall be done in 12 
point font, and shall consist of at least (3) pages of perceived strengths and weaknesses, 
and shall include a (1) page section of personal impact and reflection. 
Percentage of grade:      20% 
Due date:   Friday, March 6, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

3. Reading(s) in research sources 
Each student shall read a minimum of (100) pages in work(s) related to the topic of their 
selected research paper topic. This must of necessity include only works that the student 
had not previously read. The student must submit in written form verification that he/she 
has completed these. 
Percentage of grade:      10% 
Due date:  Friday, April 10, 5:00 p.m. 
 

4. Research paper 
Each student shall compose and submit in hard copy, a research paper related to historical 
theology, and formatted in accordance with the College form guide.  It must be (6-7) 
pages in length, and done in 12 point font, and shall include a title page, outline, text, and 
bibliography.  It must also utilize a minimum of (6) sources, of which no more than (2) 
may be internet derived. It is recommended that the student consult with the professor 
related to topic, sources, and length parameters. 
Percentage of grade:       30% 
Due date:  Friday, April 10, 5:00 p.m. 
 

5. Final Exam 
There will be a final exam covering the lecture, class interaction, and other entities as 
specified by the professor.  It will be comprehensive for the modular, and will be 
objective and short essay in nature.  A review and discussion of particulars will be 
provided prior to the exam. 
Percentage of grade:   25%  
Due date:  Last day of the modular 
 
 

Course Outline 
 
MONDAY   Introductions, the syllabus, textbook, housekeeping 
    Jewish roots into Gentile culture. The Apostolic   
               Fathers, Greek Apologists. The first heresies, and  
    responses. Development of the canon. Tertullian 
    Irenaeus, Origin and others. Antioch and Alexandria.  
TUESDAY Arianism, the Church councils through Chalcedon. 
 The rise of monasticism, trends east and west, and 
 Augustine. Doctrinal foundations of the west.  



WEDNESDAY The growth and apex of medieval theology. The  
 Reformation: doctrinal reassessments all around  
THURSDAY                          The Catholic response. Post Reformation doctrine 
 and practice. Pietism, revivals and holiness. 
FRIDAY Modern Christianity: doctrine and practice, with  
 particular reference to the Holy Spirit. Doctrine and practice and 

challenges in the 21st century. 
 
 
Late Policy      
Assignments are due before midnight on their due-date.  Overdue assignments 
incur the following penalties: 
 

• 1-3 days late: 10% penalty 
• 4-6 days late: 20% penalty 
• After 6 days: an automatic “F” 

Sundays and statutory holidays are not counted in assessing penalties for late submission. 
 
 
Academic Honesty 
Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 
presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 
is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 
another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 
drawn from other sources”  
(Office of the University secretary, 2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to 
sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. 
 
 
Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Grading System 
The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations.  Letter 
grade equivalents, according to the following scale, may be used in grading assignments.  The 
student’s final grads are given in percentages. A mark of less than 50% is a failing grade. 
 
90-100 A+ 4.0 
85-89  A 4.0 
80-84  A- 3.7 
77-79  B+ 3.3 
73-76  B 3.0 
70-72  B- 2.7 
67-69  C+ 2.3 
63-66  C 2.0 
60-62  C- 1.7 
57-59  D+ 1.3 
53-56  D 1.0 
50-52  D- 0.0 
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