
 
B119—Bible Study Methods (3 credits) 

Prerequisites: none 

 

September 8-12, 2014  Tim Beech, Ph.D. 

Module A timbeech@rogers.com 

Mon-Fri: 9am – 4pm    

 

Course Description  

An introductory hermeneutics course that provides students with a foundational interpretative 

framework for reading, understanding, and applying the biblical text.  To do so, this course will 

familiarize students with the basic components of many critical methodologies currently 

employed by biblical scholars and expositional preachers. Throughout, the value of each of these 

methods will be demonstrated through practical application to selected biblical texts. 

  

Learning and Competency Outcomes 

Cognitive: by the end of the course students will: 

 Employ the skills required to understand, interpret, and apply the Bible more accurately and 

effectively 

 Provide solutions to the unfortunate and problematic dimensions of poor Bible study 

methods  

 Utilize the scholarly resources available to assist the interpreter in their effort to understand 

and apply the Bible 

 

Affective: by the end of the course students will: 

 Express greater confidence in reading, understanding, and expounding the biblical text to 

others 

 Pass on to others a deep respect for how scholarship has contributed to our understanding of 

the Bible 

 Increase their appreciation for the depth of the biblical message and how the message comes 

to bear on our lives and on the world we live in 

 Increase their appreciation for how scripture has remained relevant for thousands of years 

despite its use in a diversity of social and cultural contexts 

 

Conative: by the end of the course students will: 

 Use the hermeneutical tools presented in the course to intelligently interpret scripture in a 

variety contexts 



 Choose and utilize the appropriate biblical studies resources available to them  

 Teach and communicate the biblical message accurately and creatively in all venues of 

Christian ministry 

 

Required Readings: 

Duvall, J. Scott and J. Daniel Hays.  Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-On Approach to Reading, 

Interpreting, and Applying the Bible.  3rd Edition.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. 

 

Holy Bible (RSV or NRSV are good translations). 

 

Course Assignments and Evaluation: 

1. Take-Home Exam (30%; Thursday September 18).  Using some of the resources and 

interpretive approaches discussed in class, “unpack” and interpret one of the following texts: 

Psalm 40, Jeremiah 13:1-11, Proverbs 1:8-19, Luke 7:36-50, Luke 13:10-17, Acts 8:4-24, or 

Acts 8:25-40.  Be sure to highlight the relevant implications of your findings. 

 

2. Textbook Interaction (30%; Thursday October 9).  Students are to carefully read the course 

textbook, Grasping God’s Word, and answer the following questions (250-300 words each):  

a. Summarize the five steps of the “Interpretive Journey” outlined in chapter 2 and indicate 

why these steps are important for accurately and meaningfully interpreting the Bible. 

b. Chapter 7 talks about what we, as readers of the Bible, bring to the text.  Identify and 

discuss some of the preconceived notions and influences that might affect your reading 

and understanding of the Bible. 

c. Summarize what the authors say about the role of the Holy Spirit in biblical interpretation 

(chapter 12).  Do you agree or disagree with what the authors have to say?  Explain why 

you agree or disagree. 

d. After reading through the authors’ application of the “Interpretive Journey” in parts 4 and 

5, identify and explain one significant thing that you learned about interpreting the Old 

Testament and one significant thing that you learned about interpreting the New 

Testament. 

 

3. Major Research Essay (40%; Thursday October 23).  Students are required to submit one 

well-structured research essay of approximately 8 pages.  In consultation with the instructor, 

students will perform a thorough analysis of an approved biblical text.  The assignment 

should be structured according to the following five headings: 1) Prelude to interpretation; 2) 

The world of the text; 3) The world behind the text; 4) The world in front of the text; and 5) 

The text in our present context.  It should also include an introduction, conclusion, and a 

bibliography formatted to Chicago/Turabian requirements. 

 

 

Course Outline: 

Monday: Why interpret the Bible? Prelude to interpretation; The world of the text 



Tuesday: The world behind the text 

Wednesday: The world behind the text 

Thursday: The world in front of the text 

Friday: The biblical text in our present context 

 

Late Policy   

Assignments are due before midnight on their due-date. Overdue assignments incur the 

following penalties: 

 1-3 days late: 10% penalty 

 4-6 days late: 20% penalty 

 After 6 days: an automatic “F” 

Sundays and statutory holidays are not counted in assessing penalties for late submission.   

 

Academic Honesty   

Horizon uses the University of Saskatchewan definition of plagiarism described as “the 

presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to give others the impression that it 

is the work or idea of the presenter.  Adequate attribution is required.  What is essential is that 

another person have no doubt which words or research results are the student’s and which are 

drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 2012). Students are expected to 

give due recognition to sources from which all substantial phrases, sentences or even ideas are 

drawn.  

 

Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Grading System  

The College employs the percentage system for marking tests and final examinations. Letter 

grade equivalents, according to the following scale, may be used in grading assignments. The 

student’s final grades are given in percentages. A mark of less than 50% is a failing grade.  

 

90-100  A+  4.0  

85-89  A  4.0  

80-84  A-  3.7  

77-79  B+  3.3  

73-76  B  3.0  

70-72  B-  2.7  

67-69  C+  2.3  

63-66  C  2.0  

60-62  C-  1.7  

57-59  D+  1.3  

53-56  D  1.0  

50-52  D-  0.7  

0-49  F  0.0  



90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;  

• an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts 

fluently.  

 

80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:  

• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;  

• an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;  

• a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts 

fluently.  

 

70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of:  

• a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;  

• a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and 

techniques;  

• some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;  

• a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and 

constructive manner.  

 

60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with 

evidence of:  

• an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;  

• a fair understanding of the relevant issues;  

• a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;  

• a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.  

 

50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of:  

• a familiarity with the subject material;  

• some evidence that analytical skills have been developed;  

• some understanding of relevant issues;  

• some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;  

• attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine the 

material in a critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful.  

 

Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance 


