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Mark the plain and manifest places of the Scriptures, and in doubtful places see thou add no 

interpretation contrary to them; but (as Paul saith) let all be conformable and agreeing to the 

faith. — William Tyndale, Preface to the New Testament, 1526. 

 

 

Course Description 

An introductory hermeneutics course that provides students with a foundational interpretative 

framework for reading, understanding, and applying the biblical text. To do so, this course will 

familiarize students with the basic components of many critical methodologies currently employed 

by biblical scholars and expositional preachers. Throughout, the value of each of these methods will 

be demonstrated through practical application to selected biblical texts. 

 

Relationship to Horizon’s Mission and Core Competencies 

An integral element of Horizon’s mission to prepare Kingdom leaders is the underpinning of 

applied biblical knowledge and understanding.  Therefore, at least two areas of competency 

development apply to this course: 

 Biblically and Theologically Sound (BTS) – applies God’s Word carefully, discerns 

unsound teachings, and confidently upholds the Christian faith.   

 Disciple Maker (DM) – witnesses for Jesus Christ, demonstrates global awareness and 

missionary need, teaches and mentors others to become competent Kingdom leaders.   

 

Essential Elements of Competency Development   

In order to meet a level of competency, students should be able to: 

1. Interpret biblical passages appropriate to their genre, language, and historical and canonical 

context. (BTS) 

2. Explain and defend confidence in the authority of Scripture and evangelical Christian 

doctrines. (BTS) 



3. Compose and defend interpretations of Scripture and theology. (BTS) 

4. Assess primary and secondary biblical and theological sources. (BTS) 

5. Articulate sound, doctrinal truths using language and metaphor consistent with the hearer 

and occasion. (DM) 

6. Demonstrate the ability to infer life principles from these truths and to convey them to 

others. (DM) 

 

Learning Outcomes   

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

Cognitive  

 Employ the skills required to understand, interpret, and apply the Bible more accurately 

and effectively  

 Provide solutions to the unfortunate and problematic dimensions of poor Bible study 

methods  

 Utilize the scholarly resources available to assist the interpreter in their effort to 

understand and apply the Bible  

 

Affective:    

 Express greater confidence in reading, understanding, and expounding the biblical text to 

others  

 Pass on to others a deep respect for how scholarship has contributed to our understanding 

of the Bible  

 Increase their appreciation for the depth of the biblical message and how the message 

comes to bear on our lives and on the world we live in  

 Increase their appreciation for how scripture has remained relevant for thousands of years 

despite its use in a diversity of social and cultural contexts  

 

Conative:   

 Use the hermeneutical tools presented in the course to intelligently interpret scripture in a 

variety contexts  

 Choose and utilize the appropriate biblical studies resources available to them  

 Teach and communicate the biblical message accurately and creatively in all venues of 

Christian ministry  

 

Portfolio Components 

This course supports the following portfolio components (See Student Handbook, p. 45) for 

further description): 

 Not applicable 

 

Ministry Formation Components 

This course includes one assignment that also applies to your Ministry Formation requirements 

(See Student Handbook, p. 45) for further description): 



 Not applicable 

 

Required Readings 

Duvall, J. Scott and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-On Approach to Reading, 

Interpreting, and Applying the Bible. 3rd Edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012.  

 

Holy Bible (RSV or NRSV are good translations). 

 

Course Assignments and Evaluation 

A. Assignments 

1. Class Preparation and Participation (Tuesday September 8-Friday September 11). Prior 

to the classes on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, students will read and record 

observations and insights on two biblical texts (Tuesday: Judges 17-18, Luke 7:36-50; 

Wednesday: Amos 1-2, Philemon; Thursday: Psalm 88, Acts 1:6-11).  Prior to Friday’s 

class students will be able to prepare a text of their own choosing. 

2. Online Dialogue: Analysis and Application of Jude (Monday September 7-course end).  

Using the appropriate discussion forum on Populi, students will work as a class to 

analyze and apply the Epistle of Jude.  This will be a constructive and ongoing discussion 

where students will contribute their own (research-based) observations and insights on 

Jude, as well as build on and enhance the contributions of others.  

3. Textbook Interaction (Thursday October 1). Students are to carefully read the course 

textbook, Grasping God’s Word, and answer the following questions (250-300 words 

each): 

a. Summarize the five steps of the “Interpretive Journey” outlined in chapter 2 and 

indicate why these steps are important for accurately and meaningfully 

interpreting the Bible. 

b. Chapter 7 talks about what we, as readers of the Bible, bring to the text. Identify 

and discuss some of the preconceived notions and influences that might affect 

your reading and understanding of the Bible. 

c. Summarize what the authors say about the role of the Holy Spirit in biblical 

interpretation (chapter 12). Do you agree or disagree with what the authors have 

to say? Explain why you agree or disagree. 

d. After reading through the authors’ application of the “Interpretive Journey” in 

parts 4 and 5, identify and explain one significant thing that you learned about 

interpreting the Old Testament and one significant thing that you learned about 

interpreting the New Testament. 

4. Major Research Essay (Thursday October 22). Students are required to submit one well-

structured research essay of approximately 8 pages. Using some of the resources and 

interpretive approaches discussed in class, students are to “unpack” and interpret one of 

the following texts: Psalm 40, Jeremiah 13:1-11, Proverbs 1:8-19, John 12:1-8, Luke 

13:10-17, Acts 8:4-24, or Acts 8:25-40.  The assignment should be structured according 



to the following five headings: 1) Prelude to interpretation; 2) The world of the text; 3) 

The world behind the text; 4) The world in front of the text; and 5) The text in our present 

context. It should also include an introduction, conclusion, and a bibliography formatted 

according to the Horizon College guide.   

 

  

B. Time Investment and Value 

 

Readings 

Classroom time 

Assignment #1 (20%) 

Assignment #2 (10%) 

Assignment #3 (30%) 

Assignment #4 (40%) 

                                 Total =                                      

  20 hrs 

33 hrs 

  6 hrs 

6 hrs 

10 hrs 

30 hrs 

105 hrs 

 

Course Outline / Class Schedule 

Monday: Why interpret the Bible? Prelude to interpretation; The world of the text 

Tuesday: The world behind the text 

Wednesday: The world behind the text (continued) 

Thursday: The world in front of the text 

Friday: The biblical text in our present context 

 

General Assignment Guidelines 

Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide (click here) for assignment 

submission and formatting guidelines as well as policies for late assignments, extensions, and 

rescheduling of exams.   

 

Academic Honesty 

Horizon College and Seminary uses the following definition of plagiarism from the University of 

Saskatchewan: Plagiarism is “the presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to 

give others the impression that it is the work or idea of the presenter. Adequate attribution is 

required. What is essential is that another person have no doubt which words or research results 

are the student’s and which are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 

2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial 

phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one 

course to satisfy the requirements of another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to 

accept such work). See here for examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student 

Handbook. 

 

Disability Services Information 

http://www.horizon.edu/format-guide
http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php


If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 

accommodations, please contact the Dean of Students, Jolyn Sloan, as early as possible so that 

your learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide current 

documentation of your disability or condition. For more information, make an appointment with 

Jolyn Sloan, Dean of Student Services at 306-374-6655 ext. 229 or jsloan@horizon.edu.   

 

Assessment/Grading 

Horizon’s grading is based on the stated criteria for learning outcomes, which is in keeping with 

a competency-based education (CBE) approach. Since competency is the focus of assessment, 

students will receive grades on assignments according to the four-level CBE scale below. 

Assessments will include feedback on specific elements of the competencies with 

commendations and suggestions for improvement. However, for transferability purposes the final 

grade for the course will include a U of S equivalency letter grade.   

 

Horizon CBE scale U of S equivalent 

E Exceeding competency requirements  A- to A+ 

M Meeting competency requirements  B- to B+ 

BTM Beginning to meet competency requirements C- to C+  

NYM Not yet meeting competency requirements  F to D- 

 

 

**Please note that in order to pass this course, you must achieve a level that either meets or 

exceeds the competency requirements.   
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