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At the core of worldview transformations is the human search for coherence between 

the world as we see it and the world as we experience it. – Paul Hiebert 

Course Description 

An introductory exploration of worldviews as intellectual and value systems, especially in 

relation to culture. These powerful forces shape the lives and beliefs of people; often they are 

absorbed without clear reflection on the part of the holder. A person’s worldview forms the basis 

for decision-making and interaction with culture. Therefore, it is highly important to become 

more aware and intentional about these matters. 

 

According to one dictionary, a worldview is “A largely unconscious but generally coherent set of 

presuppositions and beliefs that every person has that shape how we make sense of the world and 

everything in it. This in turn influences such things as how we see ourselves as individuals, how 

we interpret our role in society, how we deal with social issues, and what we regard as truth” (A 

Dictionary of Environment and Conservation, 2013).  
  

Together, we will explore answers to these important questions: 

a) What is influencing my worldview and engagement with my culture? 

b) What conflicts am I facing that are rooted in different worldviews and how can I engage 

constructively in those conflicts? 

c) How do I want to influence the worldview of others as a faithful witness of Jesus Christ? 

 

Relationship to Horizon’s mission and core competencies 

The Bible does not distinguish between a “religious” and a “secular” life for the believer; all of 

life is lived in reference to Jesus Christ, who proclaimed Himself as “the way, the truth, and the 

mailto:rlindemann@horizon.edu
http://www.horizon.edu/
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life” (John 14:6) and, in doing so, became our worldview. The Apostle Paul reinforces this by 

articulating the believer’s life as lived “in Christ.” Given that it is Horizon’s mission to prepare 

leaders for life and ministry, three areas of competency development apply to this course:  

 Contextually Aware – Demonstrates a healthy view of self, a Christian view of the world, 

and appropriate ways to engage culture.  

 Disciple Maker – A faithful and effective witness for Jesus Christ, demonstrating global 

awareness and missionary needs; is able to influence others to become competent 

Christian leaders. 

 Spiritually Mature – models a dynamic relationship with Christ, practises core spiritual 

disciplines and gifts, committed to life-long, Christ-like transformation; 

As this is a general studies course, students will wrestle with integrating biblical 

theology/principles with other subject areas (e.g., social sciences, philosophy, literature, arts, 

etc.). The purpose is to form the critical thinking and communicative skills expected of college 

program graduates. As our accrediting association puts it: “The integrating of biblical and 

general studies forms the basis for the development of a biblical worldview and provides a frame 

of reference for engaging those to whom graduates are called to minister” (ABHE Commission on 

Accreditation Manual, 2014, p. 70).  

 

Essential Elements of Competency Development   

In order to meet a level of competency, each student will be assessed on his/her ability to: 

1. Contrasts an evangelical Christian worldview with other dominant worldviews. 

2. Interprets and evaluates current church issues with historical awareness. 

3. Displays awareness of the needs of the culture and prevailing worldviews around them 

both on the local and the global level. 

4. Demonstrates the ability to infer life principles from doctrinal truths and to convey them 

to others. 

5. Models an authentic Christian experience that demonstrates full devotion to Jesus Christ, 

is appealing to observers, and creates relational thirst  

6. Acts redemptively to transform all aspects of reality including physical, emotional and 

spiritual; personal and corporate  

7. Demonstrates a life surrendered to the Holy Spirit prioritizing a connection with Christ 

(John 15:5) and the self-examination necessary to grow in character and the fruit of the 

Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).    

 

Learning Outcomes   

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to: 

1. Apply a critical thought process to worldviews and the way they are integrated 

throughout our lives.   

2. To explain the major ideas, values, and implications of a worldview.   

3. Observe the indicators of worldview and cultural influences within a variety of contexts.   
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4. Recognize the influences that shape his/her own worldview and implement practices that 

continue to develop a mature Christian worldview.  

 

Portfolio Components 

This course supports the following portfolio components (See Student Handbook, p. 45 for 

further description):  

 Completion of the Three-Dimensional Worldview Survey (3DWS)-Form C instrument and 

reflection paper (see assignment #5) 

 

Ministry Formation Components 

This course includes one assignment that also applies to your Ministry Formation requirements 

(See Student Handbook, p. 43 and 71 for further description):   

 Not applicable 

 

Required Readings: 

Sire, James W., The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog, 5th Ed., IVP Academic, 

2009. 

Wilkens, Steve and Sanford, Mark L., Hidden Worldviews: Eight Cultural Stories That Shape 

Our Lives, IVP Academic, 2009. 

 

**Students are responsible to purchase textbooks from a third party retailer. For your 

convenience, Horizon has partnered with Kennedy's Parable to provide textbooks. See more 

information at http://horizon.edu/horizon-s-textbooks  

 

Required Media:  

Landesman, Peter and Jeanne Marie Laskas (Writers), and Peter Landesman (Director). 

Concussion [Motion Picture]. United States: Columbia Pictures, 2015. 

 

Suggested Resources: 

This course gives attention to many concepts and historical figures with which students may not 

be readily familiar. As a result, I highly recommend the following reference materials to help 

students gain a quick understanding:  

 A good dictionary, such as the Oxford Dictionary of English, which gives definitions and 

the background development of key words. 

 McKim, Donald K. The Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. 2nd edition. 

Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2014. A comprehensive guide to nearly 7,000 

theological terms. This resource will also give important background information on 

several philosophical and theological terms used in this course. 

http://horizon.edu/horizon-s-textbooks
https://books.google.ca/books?id=BUaTAwAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Westminster%20Dictionary%20of%20Theological%20Terms&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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 Wikipedia – features accurate and easy to read articles on many of the course’s topics and 

key persons as well as helpful references, links to related articles, and bibliographic 

information.  

 

Course Activities and Assignments: 

1. Interactive Reading Guide (see Learning Outcomes 1 & 2).  Read the assigned textbooks 

according to the set of guidelines provided (see file on Populi) for response. The learning 

objective of this assignment is to identify concepts and characteristics of worldviews and 

cultural stories. In addition, students will have opportunity to share responses and 

critiques to the textbook material. Overall, students must ensure they are referencing the 

textbooks in their comments to ensure mastery of the content. This assignment should be 

a maximum of 15 pages. Date due: To be determined.   

 

2. Meetings with the AE Instructor: The objective is to review the grasp of concepts in the 

readings, share progress on interactive reading guide, plan the field trip and presentation, 

and discuss the personal effects of studying worldview in preparation for assignment #4. 

Schedule to be determined. Not graded. 

 

3. Oral Debrief on the film Concussion (see Learning Outcomes 1 & 3). The student will 

view the film Concussion, which is described as “a dramatic thriller is based on the 

incredible true David vs. Goliath story of Dr. Bennet Omalu, the brilliant forensic 

neuropathologist who made the first discovery of CTE, a sports-related brain trauma, in a 

pro player and fought for the truth to be known. Omalu's emotional quest puts him at 

dangerous odds with one of the most powerful - and beloved - institutions in the world” 

(quoted from RottenTomatoes.com). The student will then meet with the instructor to 

debrief verbally on the following worldview themes portrayed in the film: scientific 

naturalism, consumerism, nationalism, Christian theism, and moral relativism. The 

learning objective of this assignment is to sharpen awareness of the influence of cultural 

stories on worldviews. The major learning indicators to present at the debrief include 

identification of specific scenes where cultural stories influence the worldview of certain 

characters and clear comparisons to portions of the Wilkens and Sanford textbook. The 

student is encouraged to bring notes to the debrief to assist in giving responses to the 

following questions: 

a. What general themes did the director and producer intend to portray in the movie? 

Also, what plot keywords reflect these intentions? Tip: search the film’s review 

webpages on the Internet Movie Database, Wikipedia, and Fandango to discover 

more information on these items.   

b. Give examples of scenes that depict scientific naturalism, consumerism, 

nationalism, Christian theism, and moral relativism. Describe how these inform 

the attitudes and actions of the characters.  
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c. Which worldviews are portrayed with more emphasis than others? 

d. What messages related to each worldview are portrayed in the film? 

e. Date due: To be determined   

 

4. Field Trip and Presentation or Debrief (see Learning Outcomes 1 & 3) The learning 

objective of this assignment is to test your observation, interpretation, and dialogue skills 

in worldview literacy and sociocultural issues, which is often called cultural competence 

and is defined as: “the ability to appreciate what is commendable, articulate what is 

incompatible, and interact respectfully with persons from cultures and/or belief systems 

other than one’s own, based on various factors” (adapted from Segen’s Medical 

Dictionary. 2012). The major learning indicators to present in this assignment include 

identification of specific cultural stories and worldview characteristics experienced in the 

field. Be sure to draw clear comparisons to portions of the Wilkens and Sanford textbook. 

Students are encouraged to take pictures or video as a means of documenting and interact 

with people during the field trip. Please follow these steps:  

a. Meet with the instructor to discuss a suitable choice of field trip and the 

objectives. 

b. Plan ahead what to observe, what to ask questions about, what to research, etc. 

c. Determine how to document the experience in pictures, video, notes, etc.   

d. The paper should be 5-7 pages or the presentation should be 15-20 minutes. Date 

due: to be determined.   

 

5. Complete the Three-Dimensional Worldview Survey (3DWS)-Form C instrument and 

Reflection Paper (see Learning Outcome 2 & 4). Developed by Dr. Katherine Schultz in 

2013, the 3DWS is used to measure three hypothesized worldview components of 

postsecondary, Christian college students. The 3DWS assesses the propositional, 

behavioral, and heart-orientation components of worldview. These dimensions are 

presumed to work together to provide the most holistic evaluation of a person’s 

worldview; i.e., knowledge alone is not evidence of a Christian worldview. 

a. Students will complete the survey and return it to the instructor to be sent away 

for scoring. Upon receiving the scored document, students will respond in a 

reflection paper that responds to the following areas: 

i. Do you agree with the assessment of my worldview as determined by the 

3DWS? Explain why or why not. 

ii. Describe how the dimensions revealed in the 3DWS (i.e., propositional, 

behavioral, and heart-orientation) work in your life and worldview. 

iii. Explain how you intend to further develop your worldview as a result of 

things learned in this survey and course.     

iv.  Date due: to be determined 
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General Assignment Guidelines 

Please see the Horizon College and Seminary Format Guide (click here) for assignment 

submission and formatting guidelines as well as policies for late assignments, extensions, and 

rescheduling of exams.   

 

Academic Honesty 

Horizon College and Seminary uses the following definition of plagiarism from the University of 

Saskatchewan: Plagiarism is “the presentation of the work or idea of another in such a way as to 

give others the impression that it is the work or idea of the presenter. Adequate attribution is 

required. What is essential is that another person have no doubt which words or research results 

are the student’s and which are drawn from other sources” (Office of the University Secretary, 

2012). Students are expected to give due recognition to sources from which all substantial 

phrases, sentences or even ideas are drawn. Note also that you may not submit work done in one 

course to satisfy the requirements of another course (unless both instructors agree beforehand to 

accept such work). See here for examples of plagiarism and further guidelines in the Student 

Handbook, p. 40.  

 

Disability Services Information 

If you have specific physical or mental health conditions or learning disabilities that require 

accommodations, please contact the Student Services department as early as possible so that your 

learning and/or physical needs can be met appropriately. You will need to provide current 

documentation of your disability or condition. For more information, please contact Sonia 

Estrada at sestrada@horizon.edu. 

 

Assessment/Grading 

Horizon’s grading is based on the stated criteria for learning outcomes, which is in keeping with 

a competency-based education (CBE) approach. Since competency is the focus of assessment, 

students will receive grades on assignments according to the four-level CBE scale below. 

Assessments will include feedback on specific elements of the competencies with 

commendations and suggestions for improvement. However, for transferability purposes the final 

grade for the course will include a U of S equivalency letter grade.   

 

Horizon CBE scale U of S equivalent 

E Exceeding competency requirements  A- to A+ 

M Meeting competency requirements  B- to B+ 

BTM Beginning to meet competency requirements C- to C+  

NYM Not yet meeting competency requirements  F to D- 

http://www.horizon.edu/format-guide
http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
mailto:sestrada@horizon.edu
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**Please note that in order to pass this course, you must achieve a level that either meets or 

exceeds the competency requirements.   
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