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Course Overview 
The purpose of this course is to enable students to become familiar with selected 
important thinkers and themes in the history of Christian thought from the post-apostolic 
era to the present.  It’s the Christian faith in their particular contexts.  From their 
experiences, both positive and negative, we learn valuable information to bring to our 
particular situation, so that when we try to build our own views in systematic and 
practical theology, we will benefit from this wealth of experience developed over two 
thousand years of the Christian church’s existence. 
 
Course Textbooks 
Kerr, Hugh T., ed.  Readings in Christian Thought.  2d ed.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon  

Press, 1990. 
Placher, William C.  A History of Christian Theology: An Introduction.  Philadelphia, PA:  

The Westminster Press, 1983. 
 
Course Objectives 
Students who participate in this course will be challenged to learn the following: 
 
Cognitive (i.e., what you should know and understand): 

 Important issues and developments in the following areas: doctrine of God, 
Christology, anthropology, church and sacraments; and soteriology. 

 The thought of several of the most important theologians, classical as well as 
modern, representing a variety of theological traditions. 

 An elementary awareness of the state of contemporary theology, together with 
factors which have led to its current situation.  In particular, gain an 
appreciation of historical and cultural relativity, and autonomy of the individual. 

 
Affective (i.e., what you should feel and appreciate): 

 The need for, and the task of, theologizing. 
 The human dimension in theology, including the influences on one’s own 

historical and cultural situations in the development of the student’s theological 
perspectives. 

 The continuity of the Christian faith in spite of theological disputes and 
differences. 

 That one can learn from theologians with whom one does not agree on every 
point. 

 
Conative (i.e., what you can do with the basic knowledge): 

 State a traditionally orthodox view of God, Christ, and salvation, and state the 
major options in the areas of anthropology, church, and sacraments. 

 Read moderately difficult primary source material in theology, gaining at least an 
elementary understanding of the issues involved and the positions taken. 

 Begin the process of developing a theological methodology which is biblically, 
systematically, and existentially adequate. 
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Tentative Course Outline 
 
Lectures: 
 
Introduction         1 class 
 
God          5 classes 
1. Early Church 
2. Arian Controversy 
3. Post-Nicene developments 
4. Contemporary developments 
 
Christology         5 classes 
1.     Early church 
2.     Contrasting proposals 
3.     Chalcedon and its influence 
4.     The Enlightenment and contemporary developments 
 
Anthropology        5 classes 
1. Early views 
2. Pelagius and Augustine 
3. Middle Ages and Reformation 
4. Modern and contemporary views 
 
Church and Sacraments       8 classes 
1. Early views of the church 
2. Early views of the sacraments 
3. Lutheran, Calvinist, and Anabaptist Views of the church 
4. Sacraments in the Middles Ages 
5. Sacraments in Lutheran, Calvinist, and Anabaptist settings 
6. Contemporary developments 
 
Soteriology         6 classes 
1.  Early Church 
2.  Middle Ages 
3. Reformation and Beyond 
 a. Lutheranism 
 b. Calvinism 
 c. Roman Catholicism 
4. Contemporary Developments 
 
 
 
Seminars (selected readings in Kerr):     5 classes 
 
1. Augustine      
2. Thomas à Kempis     
3. John Calvin      
4. John Wesley     
5. Jonathan Edwards     
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Course Requirements and Evaluation 
 
All Students: 
 
1. Placher Reading (10%) 

Note: On the final exam, you will be asked to honestly answer what percentage 
of the reading you have completed in Placher (chapters 4-18). 

 
2. Class Participation (15%) 

Note: Students will be graded according to their preparedness and their 
participation in class discussions (seminars) over the course of the semester. 

 
3. Midterm Exam (20%) 
 
4. Final Exam (30%) 
 
5. Essay (25%) 

Compare and contrast the thought of two theologians, one of whom must have 
written before 1900 C.E., on one of the following topics: God; Christ; Holy Spirit; 
Anthropology; Sin; Salvation; Spirituality; Worship; Scripture; Scripture, tradition, 
and authority; The Church; or Sacraments.   
Note: You must read at least 10 pages of primary source material from each of 
your theologians, for a minimum of 20 pages total.  The essay will be typewritten 
and in proper style and form.  The length of the essay shall be as follows: 

 
 a) Certificate: 1000 words     b) Diploma: 1250 words     c) Bachelor: 1500 words 
       
 
 
Class Schedule 
 
January 12 Course Introduction 

January 19 Class  

January 26 Class (Seminar Reading: Augustine) 

February 2 Class  

February 9 Class (Seminar Reading: Thomas à Kempis) 

February 16 No Class (Spring Break—February 14-21) 

February 23 Class (Midterm Exam: 6:30-7:30 pm) 

March 2 Class  

March 9 Class (Seminar Reading: John Calvin) 

March 16 Class  

March 23 Class (Seminar Reading: John Wesley) 

March 30 Class  

April 6  Class (Seminar Reading: Jonathan Edwards) 

April 13 Class 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Works about individual authors are too numerous to be listed here. Consult the 
bibliographies at the end of the dictionary and encyclopedia articles.  If you need help, 
please see me. 
 
GENERAL WORKS 
 
Dictionaries and Encyclopedia (on reference)  
 
Baker's Dictionary of Theology.  ed., E. F. Harrison.  
 
Encyclopedia of Religion. ed., M. Eliade.  
 
Encyclopedia of Theology: The Concise Sacramenturn Mundi. ed., Karl Rahner.  
 
Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. ed., Walter Elwell.  
 
New Catholic Encyclopedia. ed., Catholic University of America.  17 Vols.  
 
Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church.  ed., F. L. Cross. 
 
 
Creeds and Confessions  
 
Battenson, Henry, ed.  Documents of the Christian Church.  London: Oxford University,  

1967.  
 
Leith, John, ed.  Creeds of the Churches. Rev. ed.  Richmond: John Knox, 1973.  
 
Schaff, Philip, ed.  Creeds of Christendom. 3 Vols.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1977. 
 
 
Histories of Theology  
 
Bromiley, Geoffrey.  Historical Theology: An Introduction.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,  

1978.  
 
Cunliffe-Jones, Hubert, ed.  A History of Christian Doctrine.  Philadelphia: Fortress,  

1978.  
 
Gonzalez, Justo.  History of Christian Thought.  3 Vols.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1970-75.  
 
Harnack, Adolf.  History of Dogma.  7 Vols. in 4.  New York: Dover, 1961.  
 
Hill, Jonathan.  The History of Christian Thought.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,  

2003. 
 

Olson, Roger E.  The Story of Christian Theology: Twenty Centuries of Traditions and  
Reform.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1999. 
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Pelikan, Jaroslav.  The Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine.  5  
Vols.  Chicago: University of Chicago, 1971. 

 
Placher, William C.  A History of Christian Theology: An Introduction.  Philadelphia:  

The Westminster Press, 1983.  
 
Seeberg, Jaroslav.  Textbook of the History of Doctrines.  2 Vols. in 1.  Grand Rapids:  

Baker, 1952.  
 
Tillich, Paul.  A History of Christian Thought.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972.  
 
Toon, Peter.  The Development of Doctrine in the Church.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,  

1979.  
 
Urban, Linwood.  A Short History of Christian Thought.  Revised and expanded ed.  New  

York: Oxford University, 1995. 
 
 
Histories of Specific Themes  
 
Allen, Diogenes.  Philosophy for Understanding Theology.  Atlanta: John Knox, 1985.  
 
Bouyer, Louis. A History of Christian Spirituality. 3 Vols.  Seabury, 1969.  
 
Brown, Harold O.J.  Heresies: the Image of Christ in the Mirror of Heresy and  

Orthodoxy from the Apostles to the Present.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984.  
 
Evans, Gillian R., A. E. McGrath, and A. D. Galloway.  The Science of Theology.  Grand  

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 
 

Fortman, Edmund.  The Triune God.  Philadelphia: Westminster, 1972.  
 
McKim, Donald K.  Theological Turning Points: Major Issues in Christian Thought.   

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1988. 
 
Moltmann, Jurgen.  History of the Triune God.  New York: Crossroads, 1991.  
 
Richardson, Cyril.  The Church through the Centuries.  London: Religious Book Club,  

1938. 
 
 
Anthologies  
 
Hodgson, Peter and Robert King, eds.  Readings in Christian Theology.  Philadelphia:  

Fortress, 1985.  
 
Kerr, Hugh T., ed. Readings in Christian Thought.  2d ed.  Nashville: Abingdon Press,  

1990.  
 
McGrath, Alister.  The Christian Theology Reader.  Blackwell, 1995.  
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Petry, Ray C. and Clyde Manschreck, eds.  A History of Christianity: Readings in the  
History of the Church.  2 Vols.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.  

 
Placher, William C., ed.  Readings in the History of Christian Theology.  2 Vols.   

Philadelphia: Westminster, 1988. 
 
 
ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL   
 
Primary Sources 
 
Individual Works  
Since most of these classics appear in many editions, I will state only the author, title, and 
dates of birth and death in most cases.  
 
Anselm. 1033-1109. The Incarnation of the Word of God.  
 
________.  Why God Became Man.  
 
Athanasius.  295-373.  The Incarnation of the Word of God.  
 
________.  Orations Against the Arians.  
 
Augustine.  354-430.  The City of God.  
 
________.  Confessions.  
 
________.  The Trinity.  
 
Clement of Alexandria.  150-c.215.  The Exhortation to the Heathen.  
 
________.  On Spiritual Perfection.  
 
Francis of Assisi.  The Complete Works.  
 
Irenaeus.  c.130-202.  Against Heresies.  
 
Justin Martyr.  100-165.  The First Apology.  
 
________.  The Second Apology.  
 
Origen.  185-254.  Exhortation to Martyrdom.  
 
________.  On First Principles.  
 
________.  On Prayer.  
 
Tertullian.  160-245.  Against Praxeas.  
 
________.  The Prescription Against Heretics.  
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Thomas Aquinas.  1225-1274.  On the Truth of the Catholic Faith: Summa Contra  

Gentiles.  
 
________.  Summa Theologica. 
 
 
Sets and Anthologies 
 
Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers Down to 325 A.D.  10  

Vols.  ed. A. Roberts. 
 
Library of Christian Classics.  eds. J. Baillie, J. T. McNeil, and H. P. vanDusen.   

Philadelphia: Westminster.  
 
Alexandrian Christianity.  eds. H. Chadwick and J. Oulton.  1954.  
 
Early Christian Fathers.  ed.  C. Richardson.  1954.  
 
Early Latin Theology.  ed.  S. L. Greenslade.  1956.  
 
Early Medieval Theology.  ed.  Ray C. Petry.  1957.  
 
Late Medieval Mysticism.  ed.  G. E. McCracken.  1957.  
 
A Scholastic Miscellany.  ed.  E. R. Fairweather.  1956.  
 
Western Asceticism.  ed.  Owen Chadwick.  1958. 
 
A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church.  14 Vols.   
 First Series.  ed. P. Schaff 
 
A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church.  14 Vols.   

Second Series.  eds. P. Schaff and H. Wace. 
 

Sources of Early Christian Thought.  Series ed. William Rusch.  Philadelphia: Fortress.  
 
Early Christian Spirituality.  ed. Charles Kannengiesser.  1986.  
 
The Christological Controversy.  ed. R. A. Norris, Jr.  1980.  
 
The Early Church and State.  ed. A. Cunningham.  1982.  
 
Theological Anthropology.  ed. J. P. Burns.  1981.  
 
The Trinitarian Controversy.  ed. W. Rusch.  1980. 
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Secondary Works 
 
Armstrong, A. H.  Plotinian and Christian Studies.  London: Varicrum, 1979. 
 
Bray, Gerald Lewis.  Creeds, Councils, and Christ.  Downers Grove: IVP, 1984. 
 
Chadwick, Henry.  Early Christian Thought and the Classical Tradition.  London:  

Oxford University, 1966. 
 
Cochrane, Charles.  Christianity and Classical Culture.  London: Oxford University,  

1944. 
 
Cristiani, Leon.  St. Bernard of Clairvaux.  St. Paul, 1983. 
 
Crouzel, Henri.  Origen.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989. 
 
Danielou, Jean.  The Gospel Message and Hellenistic Culture: The Development of  

Christian Doctrine Before the Council of Nicea.  2 Vols.  London: Darton, 
Longman & Todd, 1964. 

 
________.  The First Six Hundred Years, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1964. 
 
Faivre, Alexandre.  The Emergence of the Laity in the Early Church.  Paulist Press, 1990. 
 
Gibson, Etienne.  History of Christian Philosophy in the Middle Ages.  New York:  

Random House, 1955. 
 
Gonzalez, Justo.  Christian Thought Revisited.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1989. 
 
Gregg, R. D. and D. E. Groh.  Early Arianism: A View of Salvation.  Philadelphia:  

Fortress, 1981. 
 
Jonas, Hans.  The Gnostic Religion.  Boston: Beacon, 1958. 
 
Kelly, J. N. D.  Early Christian Doctrines.  Rev. ed.  Peabody: Prince Press, 2004. 
 
Lewis, C. S.  The Discarded Image.  New York: Cambridge University, 1964. 
 
Marenbon, J.  Early Medieval Philosophy.  London: Routledge & Kegan, 1983. 
 
McGinn, Bernard.  The Foundations of Mysticism: Origins of the Fifth Century.   

Crossroads, 1992. 
 
Meyendorff, John.  Byzantine Theology.  New York: Fordham University, 1977. 
 
Nash, Ronald.  Christianity & the Hellenistic World.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984. 
 
Pelikan, Jaroslav.  The Emergence of the Catholic Tradition (100-600).  Chicago:  

University of Chicago, 1971. 
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________.  The Growth of Medieval Theology (600-1300).  Chicago: University of  
Chicago, 1978. 

 
________.  The Spirit of Eastern Christendom (600-1300).  Chicago: University of  

Chicago, 1974. 
 
Wolfson, Harry Austyn.  The Philosophy of the Church Fathers.  3rd ed.  Cambridge:  

Harvard University, 1970. 
 
 
REFORMATION AND POST-REFORMATION 
 
Primary Sources 
 
Individual Works 
 
Arminius, James.  The Writings of James Arminius.  3 Vols. Baker, 1956. 
 
Bunyan, John.  The Works of John Bunyan.  3 Vols.  Presbyterian & Reformed, 1991. 
 
Calvin, John.  Institutes of the Christian Religion.  2 Vols.  Philadelphia: Westminster,  

1960. 
 
________.  Theological Treatises.  ed. J. K. S. Reid.  Philadelphia: Westminster, 1954. 
 
Edwards, Jonathan.  Works of Jonathan Edwards.  Series ed. Perry Miller.  New Haven:  

Yale University Press, 1957-1999. 
 
Apocalyptic Writings.  ed. Stephen Stein.  1977.  
 
The Great Awakening.  ed. C. C. Goen.  1972.  
 
Original Sin.  ed. Clyde Holbrook.  1970.  
 
Religious Affections.  ed. John E. Smith.  1959.  
 
Scientific and Philosophical Writings.  ed. W. Anderson.  1980. 
 
Erasmus, Desiderius, and Martin Luther.  Discourse on Free Will.  New York: Frederick  

Ungar, 1960. 
 
Fox, George. The Autobiography of George Fox.  London: S. W. Partridge, 1886. 
 
Ignatius de Loyola.  Spiritual Exercises.  New York: Doubleday 7 Co., 1964. 
 
Law, William.  A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life.  New York: E. P. Dutton, 1972. 
 
________.  The Spirit of Love and the Spirit of Prayer.  Attic, 1969. 
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Luther, Martin.  Luther's Works.  60 Vols.  Vols. 1-30: St. Louis: Concordia.  Vols.  
31-60: Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1967-. 

 
Simons, Menno.  Complete Writings of Menno Simons.  ed. J. C. Wenger.  Scottdale:  

Herald, 1956. 
 
Spener, Philipp.  Pia Desideria.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974. 
 
Wesley, John.  Works.  14 Vols.  ed. T. Jackson.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979. 
 
 
Anthologies 
 
Cragg, Gerald, ed.  The Cambridge Platonists.  London: Oxford, 1968. 
 
Hillerbrand, Hans, ed.  The Reformation in its Own Words.  London: SCM, 1964. 
 
Hindson, Edward, ed.  Introduction to Puritan Theology: A Reader.  Grand Rapids:  

Baker, 1976. 
 
Library of Christian Classics, Complete 26 Volume Set.  ed. J. Baillie.  Philadelphia:  

Westminster John Knox Press, 2006.  
 
Melanchthon and Bucer.  ed. W. Pauck.  1969.  
 
Spiritual and Anabaptist Writers.  ed. G. W. Williams.  1957.  
 
Zwingli and Bullinger.  ed. G. Gromiley.  1953. 
 
Olin, John C.  The Catholic Reformers: Savonarola to Ignatius Loyola.  New York:  

Harper & Row, 1969. 
 
Parker, T. H. L., ed.  English Reformers.  Philadelphia: Westminster, 1966. 
 
 
Secondary Works 
 
Avis, Paul.  Anglicanism and the Christian Church: Theological Resources in Historical  

Perspective.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1989. 
 
Bainton, Roland.  The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century.  Boston: Veason, 1952. 
 
Barbour, Hugh.  The Quakers in Puritan England.  New Haven: Yale, 1964. 
 
Brand, David.  Profile of the Last Puritan.  Scholars, 1991. (on Jonathan Edwards.) 
 
Davis, Kenneth.  Anabaptism and Asceticism.  Scottdale: Herald, 1974. 
 
Douglass, Jane Dempsey.  Women, Freedom and Calvin.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985. 
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Engel, Mary Potter.  John Calvin's Perspectival Anthropology.  Atlanta: Scholars Press,  
1988. 

 
George, Timothy.  Theology of the Reformers.  Nashville: Broadman, 1988. 
 
Goertz, Hans-Jurgen.  Profiles of Radical Reformation.  Herald, 1982. 
 
Hatch, Nathan 0.  Jonathan Edwards and the American Experience.  New York: Oxford,  

1988. 
 
Kendall, R. T.  Calvin and English Calvinism to 1649.  Oxford: Oxford University, 1981. 
 
Kenny, Anthony.  Thomas More.  Oxford: Oxford University, 1984. 
 
Klassen, Walter, ed.  Anabaptism Revisited.  Herald, 1992. 
 
Kuklick, Bruce.  Churchmen and Philosophers, from Jonathan Edwards to John Dewey.   

New Haven: Yale, 1985. 
 
McGrath, Alister E.  The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation.  New York:  

Basil Blackwell, 1987. 
 
Miller, Perry.  The New England Mind.  2 Vols.  Boston: Beacon, 1961. 
 
Muller, Richard A.  God, Creation, and Providence in the Thought of Jacob Arminius.   

Grand Rapids: Baker, 1991. 
 
Oberman, Heiko.  The Impact of the Reformation.  Eerdmans, 1994. 
 
Pelikan, Jaroslav.  Reformation of Church and Dogma (1300-1700).  Chicago: University  

of Chicago, 1984. 
 
Petigree, Andrew, ed.  The Early Reformation in Europe.  Cambridge University, 1992. 
 
Taylor, Thomas T.  The Spirit of the Awakening: the Pneumatology of the New England's  

Great Awakening in Historical and Theological Context.  Ann Arbor: University 
of Michigan, 1988. 

 
Watkins, Owen.  The Puritan Experience.  New York: Schocken, 1972. 
 
 
ENLIGHTENMENT AND MODERN 
 
Primary Sources 
 
Individual Works 
 
Finney, Charles.  Finney's Systematic Theology.  Bethany Fellowship, 1976. 
 
Harnack, Adolf.  What is Christianity?  New York: Harper & Bros., 1957. 
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Hodge, Charles.  Systematic Theology.  3 Vols.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970. 
 
Kant, Emmanuel.  Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone.  New York: Harper &  

Row, 1960. 
 
Kierkegaard, Soren.  Fear and Trembling, and the Sickness unto Death.  Princeton:  

Princeton University, 1954. 
 
________.  A Kierkegaard Anthology.  ed. R. Bretaill.  Princeton: Princeton University,  

1973. 
 
Lessing, G. E.  Lessing's Theological Writings.  ed. Henry Chadwick.  Stanford: Stanford  

University, 1956. 
 
________.  Nathan the Wise.  Woodbury: Barron's Education Series, 1972. 
 
Locke, John.  The Reasonableness of Christianity.  Stanford: Stanford University, 1958. 
 
Newman, John H.  An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of Assent.  Garden City: Image, 1955. 
 
Schleiermacher, Friedrich.  The Christian Faith.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1976. 
 
 
Anthologies 
 
Gay, Peter, ed.  Deism.  Melbourne, FI: Krieger, 1968. 
 
Reardon, Bernard M., ed.  Religious Thought in the Nineteenth Century.  Cambridge:  

Cambridge University, 1966. 
 
Walker, Williston, ed.  The Creeds and Platforms of Congregationalism.  Pilgrim, 1991. 
 
 
Secondary Works 
 
Barth, Karl.  Protestant Theology in the Nineteenth Century.  London: SCM, 1972. 
 
Berkhof, Hendrikus.  Two Hundred Years of Theology.  Grand Rapids: William E.  

Eerdmans, 1989. 
 
Cragg, Gerald.  Reason and Authority in the Eighteenth Century.  Cambridge: Cambridge  

University, 1964. 
 
Dayton, Donald W.  Theological Roots of Pentecostalism.  Grand Rapids: Francis  

Asbury, 1987. 
 
Goldy, Robert G.  The Emergence of Jewish Theology in America.  Bloomington: Indiana  

University, 1990. 
 
Grenz, Stanley J. and Roger E. Olson.  20th Century Theology.  InterVarsity Press, 1992. 



 13

Hopper, Jeffrey.  Understanding Modern Theology.  2 Vols.  Philadelphia: Fortress,  
1987. 

 
Livingston, James C.  Modern Christian Thought: From the Enlightenment to Vatican II.   

New York: Macmillan, 1971. 
 
McCool, Gerald A.  Catholic Thought in the Nineteenth Century.  New York: Seabury,  

1977. 
 
McGrath, A. E.  The Making of Modern German Christology.  London: Oxford  

University, 1986. 
 
Maloney, George.  A History of Orthodox Theology since 1553.  Belmont: Nordland,  

1976. 
 
Neibuhr, H. R.  The Kingdom of God in America.  New York: Harper & Bros., 1937. 
 
Pelikan, Jaroslav.  Christian Doctrine and Modern Culture (since 1700).  Chicago:  

University Of Chicago, 1989. 
 
Taylor, Richard.  Leading Wesleyan Thinkers.  Beacon Hill, 1985. 
 
Wells, David, ed.  Reformed Theology in America: A History of its Modern Development.   

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Personal Note… 
I am here to help you in whatever way I can.  So please do not be shy about contacting 
me in person, via email (dbheidt@sasktel.net), or by telephone (652-6308). 


