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This is a University of Saskatchewan transferable course 

 

Course Description: 
A foundational course introducing students to the literature, content, 
theology, and historical and social backgrounds of the New Testament. 
The course also introduces students to the processes behind the NT’s 
composition, preservation, and canonization. 

Textbooks: 
Johnson, Luke Timothy. The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation. Revised 

Edition. Fortress Press, 2002. 
Strunk, Jr., William and E.B. White. (2000). The Elements of Style. 4th ed. Toronto: 

Allyn and Bacon. 

Course Outcomes: 
 By the end of this course, the student will better: 

understand 

 the basic genre, structure, content, and major themes of the NT books; 

 how the NT became preserved and subsequently canonized; 

 the general religious and socio-historical milieu in which the NT was composed, 
Jewish and Greco-Roman; 

 how particular incidences may have occasioned particular NT documents; 

 new vocabulary peculiar to NT studies; 

 how better to research and interpret the NT. 

appreciate 

 how complex are the processes behind the construction of the English NT; 

 how complex – and how much work – it is to interpret the NT; 

 both the diversity and unity of the NT; 

 each NT author’s distinctive style and contribution to the NT; 

 the NT’s relevance for Western history and contemporary religious practice. 

practise 

 critical reading of both ancient and contemporary texts; 

 researching in the history and literature of the NT; 

 identifying and using appropriate secondary sources for further study; 

 arguing in a logical, clear, written format; 

 presenting ideas orally and publicly; 

 participating with others in small-group discussions. 
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Requirements: 

Read the New Testament  10% 

The most important part of studying the New Testament is actually to read the New 

Testament itself. Eliminating Mark and Luke from our reading (40 chapters), we can 

read the whole NT during our course by reading just over 3 chapters/day, 6 days/week 

(some weeks have slightly more or less reading to keep whole NT books together).  

Follow the scheduled reading pattern in the Reading Log. Submit your Reading Log at 

the beginning of class each Tuesday. It will be returned to you later that week. 

Study questions from Johnson’s text 20% 

On the first day of class we will form study groups of 3 people and elect its leader. You 

will meet with this group regularly outside of class to work on the questions from 

Johnson’s text. 10% of your grade will be based on your answers to Johnson, to be 

submitted at the end of each unit (see the Course Outline for dates). The remaining 

10% will be determined by peer and self evaluation of your contribution to the group. 

Major paper 30% 

Using 3-5 approved secondary sources, write a 5-page exegetical paper on a 5-10 

verse passage from a New Testament book. Develop a thesis statement and an 

outline that presents a point-by-point argument to defend your thesis. We will discuss 

in class how to write an exegetical paper. I will then also direct you to appropriate 

secondary sources. Check your passage, sources, and thesis statement with me 

before writing your paper. See for help writing college-level papers: 

http://writing-program.uchicago.edu/resources/collegewriting/ 

For constructing thesis statements, see: 

http://www.chicagohistoryfair.org/2_how_to_write_a_thesis_statement%20easy.pdf. 

Final exam 30% 

Exam based on lectures and readings. 

Participation 10% 

You will receive a participation grade assigned jointly by me and you assessing not 

simply your attendance but your attentiveness and respectful engagement within the 

course. 

  

http://writing-program.uchicago.edu/resources/collegewriting/
http://www.chicagohistoryfair.org/2_how_to_write_a_thesis_statement%20easy.pdf
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Course Outline (subject to modification): 

Date Readings Topic 

22 September  

Texts & Canon of the NT 24 September Johnson “Epilogue” pp. 595-613; 
questions p. 613 

29 September NT reading log: Matt 1-18 

Symbolic World of the NT 
1 October Johnson chs 1-5; questions: 

pp. 38-39; pp. 65-66; p. 88; pp. 
104-5; p. 120 

6 October NT reading log: Matt 19-28; 
John 1-8 

The Synoptic Tradition 

8 October  

13 October NT reading log: John 9-21; Acts 
1-6 

15 October Johnson chs 6-9; questions: p. 
150 ; p. 158; p. 179; p. 207; p. 
252 

20 October NT reading log: Acts 7-28; Rom 
1-7 

Pauline Traditions 

22 October  

27 October NT reading log: Rom 8-16; 1 
Cor 1-9 

29 October  

3 November NT reading log: 1 Cor 10-16; 2 
Cor 1-13 

5 November  

10 November Missions Emphasis Day – No Classes 
NT reading log: Gal 1-6; Eph 1-6; Php 1-4 
(Log may be handed in 12 November, but must be read by the 10

th
) 

12 November Johnson chs 10-19; questions: 
pp. 273-4; p. 291; pp. 320-21; pp. 
337-38; p. 363; p. 379; p. 389; p. 
402; pp. 419-20; p. 449 

Pauline Traditions (con’t.) 

17 November NT reading log: Col 1-4; 1 
Thess 1-5; 2 Thess 1-3; 1 Tim 1-
6 

Other Canonical Witnesses 19 November  

24 November NT reading log: 2 Tim 1-4; Titus 
1-3; Phlm 1; Heb 1-13 
 

26 November Johnson chs 20-23; questions: p. 
473; pp. 490-91; pp. 503-4; p. 
516 

The Johannine Traditions 1 December NT reading log: James 1-5; 1 
Pet 1-5; 2 Pet 1-3; 1 John 1-5; 2 
John 1; 3 John 1; Jude 1 

3 December  

8 December NT reading log: Rev 1-22 
Johnson chs 24-26; questions: p. 
553; p. 569; p. 589 

Buffer/Review 

11-18 December Final Exams 
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New Testament Reading Log 

Name (print):___________________________________________________________ 

Declaration Signature 

I read _______ % of Matt 1-18 between 22-29 
September 2009. 

 

I read _______ % of Matt 19-28; John 1-8 
between 30 September and 6 October 2009. 

 

I read _______ % of John 9-21; Acts 1-6 
between 7-13 October 2009 

 

I read _______ % of Acts 7-28; Rom 1-7 
between 8-20 October 2009 

 

I read _______ % of Rom 8-16; 1 Cor 1-9 
between 21-27 October 2009 

 

I read _______ % of 1 Cor 10-16; 2 Cor 1-13 
between 28 October and 3 November 2009 

 

I read _______ % of Gal 1-6; Eph 1-6; Php 1-4 
between 4-10 November 2009 

 

I read _______ % of Col 1-4; 1 Thess 1-5; 2 
Thess 1-3; 1 Tim 1-6 between 11-17 
November 2009 

 

I read _______ % of 2 Tim 1-4; Titus 1-3; 
Phlm 1; Heb 1-13 between 18-24 November 
2009 

 

I read _______ % of James 1-5; 1 Pet 1-5; 2 
Pet 1-3; 1 John 1-5; 2 John 1; 3 John 1; Jude 
1 between 25 November and 1 December 
2009 

 

I read _______ % of Rev 1-22 between 2-8 
December 2009 

 

 

Detach or copy this page and submit it signed at the beginning of class each Tuesday. 
  



 B*115 New Testament Introduction 
J.Q. Martini 

5 
 

Group Peer and Self Evaluation 

 Circle the most appropriate answer 

My Name: I attended group sessions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

I did the assigned Johnson reading: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

I contributed to answering the assigned 
questions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

Overall, my group members would 
probably want to work with me in a group 
again: 

Yes             No 

Group Member Name: This group member attended our sessions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member evidenced having 
done the assigned Johnson reading: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member contributed to 
answering the assigned questions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

Overall, I would like this group member in 
a group with me again: 

Yes             No 

Group Member Name: This group member attended our sessions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member evidenced having 
done the assigned Johnson reading: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member contributed to 
answering the assigned questions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

Overall, I would like this group member in 
a group with me again: 

Yes             No 
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Group Member Name: This group member attended our sessions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member evidenced having 
done the assigned Johnson reading: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member contributed to 
answering the assigned questions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

Overall, I would like this group member in 
a group with me again: 

Yes             No 

Group Member Name: This group member attended our sessions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member evidenced having 
done the assigned Johnson reading: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member contributed to 
answering the assigned questions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

Overall, I would like this group member in 
a group with me again: 

Yes             No 

Group Member Name: This group member attended our sessions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member evidenced having 
done the assigned Johnson reading: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

This group member contributed to 
answering the assigned questions: 

Always        Mostly        Seldom        Never 

Overall, I would like this group member in 
a group with me again: 

Yes             No 

 
Detach or copy these two pages and submit them, filled out, the last day of class. 
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Horizon College/University of Saskatchewan Assessment of Student Work 

90-100% [Exceptional] – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of: 

 a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;  

 an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given; 

 an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking; 

 an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express 
thoughts fluently. 

80-89% [Excellent] – an excellent performance with strong evidence of: 

 a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter; 

 an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given; 

 a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking; 

 an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize to integrate ideas, and to express 
thoughts fluently. 

70-79% [Good] – a good performance with evidence of: 

 a substantial knowledge of the subject matter; 

 a good understanding of relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and 
techniques; 

 some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking; 

 a good ability to organize, to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical and 
constructive manner. 

60-69% [Satisfactory] – a generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of: 

 an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material; 

 a fair understanding of the relevant issues; 

 a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques; 

 an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material; 

 a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner. 

50-59% [Minimal Pass] – a barely acceptable performance with evidence of: 

 a familiarity with the subject material; 

 some evidence that analytical skills have been developed; 

 some understanding of relevant issues; 

 some familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques; 

 attempts to solve moderately difficult problems related to the subject material and to examine 
the material in a critical and analytical manner, which are only partially successful. 

Under 50% [Failure] – an unacceptable performance 


